enitaled! in Latin: 
-- Geſia Romanorum. 


5] Diſcourling of ſundry examples, 


for the aduancement of Vertue, and Vi 

7 the abandoning of Dice. Ns leſſe IH. 

pleaſant in reading, then profi- . 7 
table in practiſe, | 


Now newly peruſed, and corredted || 
with ſome thing added, 
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Geſta Romanorum. 


The Argument. 


M.ins ſoule is deerely beloued of GOD 

| her father, And yet for ſundry good 
Ft. graces, ſhe is tempted of the Diuell 
by chree diuers meanes, at three ſeue- 
rall ages in this mottall life: if ſhe re- 
ſiſt and ouercome the ſame, ſhee is 
hereby adopted to the fruition of ma- 
* trimonia}l ioy in heauen, with Chriſt 

k the ſonne of God. x 


The firſt Hiſtorie. 


SG Ometime there dwelt in 
„nome a mightle Empes A 
KY rour, which had a faire ou 
ISL XN creature to his daughter, 
named Athalanta, whom 
A3 diuers 


——— Ig 2 —— 
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diners great Lozds and many noble 
. Knights defired to haue to Wife This 
Athalanta was wond2ous [wit of fot: 
wherfoze ſuch a law was made, that no 
man ſhould haue her to wife except hes 
could out run her,+ take her by l wiftnes 
of fote. It befell that many came æ ran 
with her, but could not ouertake her. At 
the laſt there came a knight named Po- 
mess, unto her Father. and ſaid to him; 
Dy Lodd, if it pleaſe pou fo gine me 
pour daughter fo wife, J will run with 
her. Then fatd her father, there is a law 
made that who ſo will haue her to wife 
muſt firſt run with her, and if he oner 
fake her wot he ſhall lo ſe his head, and 
ik h& onertake her, then ſhall J wed her 
bnfo him. 

And when the Emperour had folde 
him all the perill that might fall in the 
winning ol her, the Knight voluntarily 
graunted fo abide that ieopardy. T hen 
the Knight let oꝛdapne him th2& bald 
of Gold againſt the running. And when 
they had begun to runne a little ſpace, 
the young Lady over ranne him: then 
the Knight thꝛew fozth befoze her — 
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firſt ball of gold. And when the Damo⸗ 
ſell ſaw the ball,ſh& oped and toke it 
vp, and the meane while the Knight gat 
befoze her, but that auapled little: fo: 
when thee percciued that, ſh& ranne ſo 
faſt that in ſhozt ſpace ſhe gate befoze 
him againe. And then he thꝛew fozth 
the ſecond ball of Goldz and ſhe oped 
as ſhe did befoze t foke it bp, and in that 
while the Knight gat befoze her again: 
which this ponng Damſell ſeeing, con⸗ 
ſtrayned her ſelfe and ranne lo faſt that 
the ſone had him at a vantage againe, 
and was afoze him: now by that time 
thep were nigh the marke where thep 
ſhould abide.wherfoze the knight thiew 
fozth the third ball befo2e her, and like 
as the had done befoze ſhe ſtwped down 
to fake vp the ball, and while ſhe was 
faking vp the third ball, the Knight gat 
befo2e her, and was firſt at the marke. 
And thus was (he wonne. 


The Morrall. 


By this Emperour is bnderffod the 
Father of A by this * 
4 


. e 


The Hiſtorie of 
is bnderſfode-the Soule of man, with 
whom many Diuels deſired to runne, 
and to deceine her thꝛough their tempta⸗ 
tions, but ſhe withſtandeth them mighs 
telp and ouertommeth them. And when 
they had done their power and map not 
ſpe&ed,then makes bee thꝛe bals of gold, 
and caſteth them befoze her in the the 
ages of man, that is fo ſap, in youth, 
in manhode, and in old age. In ponth 
the Diuell caſteth the ball of Lecherie 
befoze her, that is to ſap, the deſire of 
of the lleſh, neuertheleſſe fo2 all this ball 
oftentimes man onercommeth the Dt- 
uell by acknowledging of his ſins vnto 
God, by barty repentgnce and amende⸗ 
ment of life. The ſecond ball is the ball 
of P2ide,the which the diuell caſteth fo 
man in his manhod, that is to ſap,in his 
middle age: but this ball man off times 
ouercommeth, as he did the firſt, but let 
him beware of the third ball, which is 
Couetouln eſſe, that the Diuel caſteth ta 
man in his old age, which is dꝛeadfull: 
ſoʒ except a man map onercome this ball 
with theſe other two, hee fhall leſe his 
ponour, that is to ſap, the kingdome ol 
l Deauen, 
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Peauen, ſoꝛ when a man burneth in co- 
netoulneſſe he thinketh not on ghoſtly 
riches, ſoz euer his hart is ſet on woꝛldly 
gods, and reckoneth not of pꝛapers ne 
of well doing, and thus l&ſeth he his he⸗ 
. | ritage,to the which GOD hath bought 

| Him with his p2ecious blod, vnto the 
which our Lozd Jeſa Chꝛiſt bꝛing vs al. 


| The Argument. 


As God allotteth diuers men diuers cal. 
lings and eſtates of liuing in this world 
fo V euery man tryed by the rules of 

| life and doctrine, whether his practiſe 

agree with his profeſsion, in profiting 
himſelfe without preiudice to others, 
wherinif he ſo hold himſelfe content, 

| for ſuch a ſonne the heauenly father 

hath planted a tree of heavenly trea- 


ſure in the life everlaſting, ' +] 
TheTtccond Hiftorie: 


| Here dwelt ſometime in Rome a 

1 Wiſe and mightie Emperour, na- 

med Anſelme, which bare in his armes 
| 5 A 
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a ſhield of Silner with fine red Roſes. 
This Cmpcraur. bad th:& ſons whom 
hee loned much, her had alſo continuall 
warre with the U ing of Egipt, in the 
which warre hee loſt all his tempozall 
gods, except a pꝛecious tr. It foꝛtuned 
after on a dap, that he gane battell to 
the ſame King of Egipt, wherein her 
was grienoufly wounded. Nencrtheles 
he obtapned the victozp, notwithſtand⸗ 
ing he had his deadly wound, wherfoze 
while he lap at point of death hee called 


vnto him his eldeſt ſonne and ſaid 2 Pp 


dere g welbeloued ſonne, all mp tem⸗ 


pozall riches J haue ſpent, and almoff 


nothing is left mer, except a pꝛecious 
fre, the which ſtandeth in the midſt of 
mine Empire: X gine to the all that is 
onder the earth and abone the earth of 
the ſame tre. O mp reverent Father 
(quod he) A thanke yon much. 

Chen ſaid the Emperour call fo me 
my ſecond.ſonne. Anone his eldeſt ſonne 
greatly ioping of his fathers gift, called 
in his brother And when her came, then 
laid the Emperour, my deere ſonne (qd 
he) J map not make mp teſtament, ſoz 

as 
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as much as J haue ſpent all my gods, 


ereept a Tree which ſtandeth in mine 
Empire, of the which tree J bequeath 
to the all that is great and ſmall. Then 
anſwered he and ſaid : p renerent fa⸗ 
ther J thank vou much. Then ſaid the 
Emperour, call to mie mp third ſonne: 
and ſo it was done. And when he was 
come the Emperour faide: Pp deere 
ſonne,J muſt dye of theſe wounds and 
J haue onelp a pꝛecious Tre, of which 
J have bequethed thy bꝛethꝛen their 
poꝛztions, and to the J bequeath thy poꝛ⸗ 
tion, foꝛ J will that thou haue of the ſaid 
Tree all that is wet and dꝛy. Then ſaid 
his lonne: Father Jthancke pon. 
Sone alter the Emperour had made 
this bequeſt he died. And anone the el⸗ 
deſt ſonne ſhoztly after toke ſeaſon of 
the Tre. Now when the fecond ſonne 
heard this, he came to him,ſaying, Bp 
Bꝛother, by what law o2 title occopie 
you this tree? Deere b2other (quod he) 
A occupy it by this title, my father gaue 
me all that is vnder the earth and aboue 
of the ſaid tre, by reaſon thereſoze this 
tree is mine, Unknowing to the, * 
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The Hiſtorie of 
the ſecond bꝛother, he gaue me all that 

is in bꝛeadth, length, e deepneſſe of the 

ſaid tre, and therefoze J haue as great 

right in the tree as pou: This hearing 

the third Son, he eame to them # ſaid: 

O pe mp beſt beloned bꝛethꝛen, it behw⸗ 
neth pon not to ſtriue fo2 this tree, fo: 

as much right haue J in this træ as pe: 
fo2 well pe wot by the law, that the 
laſt will and feſfament ought to ſfand, 
fo2 of truth he gane me of the ſapd tre 
all that is wet and dzpe, and thereſoze 
by right the tre is mine, but foꝛaſmuch 
as pour woꝛds are of great fo:ce t mine 
alſo, my -counſell is that we be iudged 
bp reaſon, foꝛ it is not god noꝛ tcommen⸗ 
dable that any ſtrife oꝛ diſſention ſhould 
be among vs. Here beſide dwelleth a 
king ol reaſon,therefoze to auoid ſtrife, 
tet 'vs goe bnto him, and each of vs 
lay his right befoze him,and like as he 
will indge, let vs and fo his iudge⸗ 
ment:then ſaid his bꝛethꝛen, this coun- 
ſaile is god,  whercefoze thep went all 
th:@ bnto the king of Keaſon,and each 
of them ſeuerally ſhewed fo2th his right 
bnto him like as it is ſatd beloze. 
x) When 
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When the King had heard the titles, 
he rehearſed them all againe ſeuerally: 


- firſt; ſaping to the eldeſt ſonne thus: you 


ſap(quod the ing) that thy father gane 
the all that is onder the earth and a⸗ 
bone the earth of the ſapd Tri. And to 
the ſecond bzother hee bequeathen all 


that is in bzedth, length, and depeneſſe 
ok that Tree. And to the third bzother 


her gaue all that is wet and dzp. 


And with that be laid the law to them, 


and ſaid that this Mill ought to ſtand. 


-Now mp dere friends, bꝛiefelp J ſhall 


ſatiſfte all pour requeſts : and when her 


bad thus laid, h turned him vnto the 


eldeſt bꝛother. Pp derre friend, if you lift 
to abide the iudgement of right. it beho⸗ 
neth pou fo be letten blod of the right 
arme. Py Lo2d(quod he) pour wil ſhal 
be done. Then called the King fozth a 
diſcreef Phiſition, commanding him to 
let him blod. 

When the eldeſt ſonne was thus 
letten blod, tho King ſaid to them all 
th2x& : Pp diere friends (quodhe)where 
is pour father buried > Then anſ wered 
they and laid: fozſoth my Lozd in ſuch 
| - a 5 
bs 
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a place. Anone the Ring commanded fo 
digge in the ground fox the bodp, and to 
take a bone ont of his bꝛeſt, and to burie 
the bodp againe, and ſo: it was done. | 
And when the bone was taken ont,the 
King commanded that it ſhould be laid 
in the bled of the elder bother, and it 
ſhould lye till it had recetued kindely the 
blod, and ther? to be laid in the Sunne 
and dꝛped, and alter that it ſtould be 
waſht with clere water: his ſeruants 
fulfilled all that hæ commanded. And 
when they began to waſh, the blod Vas 
niſhed clean away. Mhen the King ſaw 
this. he ſaid to the ſecond ſonne, it beho⸗ 
neth that thou be letten blod as thy bꝛo⸗ 
ther is. Then ſaid he, my L020 pour wil 
ſhal be falfilled, and anone he was done 
onto like as his bꝛothec was in all 
things, g when they began to waſh the 
bone, the blod vaniſhed away. Then 
ſaid the Ring to the third ſonne, it beho⸗ 
neth ther to be letten blod likewiſe. He 
ant wered and ſaid: My Lord if pleas | | 
ſeth me well ſo fo be. UWthen the youns | | 
gelt bꝛother was letten blod, and dons | | 
vnto in all things as his two bzeth2en* 


were 


ert 
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were-befoze, then the Kings ſervants 
began to waſh the bone,but neither foz 


waſhing noꝛ rubbing might thep doe a⸗ 


wap the blood off the bone, but it euer 
appeared blody. When the King ſaw 
this, he laid: Jt appeareth openly now 
that this bled is of the nature of the 
bone, thou art his true ſonne,and theſe 
other two be, baſtards. J iudge the the 
free foz enermoze. 


The Morrall. 


-'Dere friends this Emperour is our 
0 Jeſu Chꝛiſi, which bare a ſhield ot 
ſiluer with ſiue red Roſes, that is to ſap, 
his body that is ſo faire, ſo clere, and 
moꝛe radient then. any ſiluer, accozding 
to the Plalmiſt: Specioſus forma pre 
filijs hominum, that is, h& was moze 
faire of ſhape then all the childzen of 
men. By the fiue Roſes we bnderſtand 
his fine Mounds, which ber ſuffered 
foz mankinde. And bp the King of E⸗ 
gipt wer vnderſtend the Dinell,agaiaft 
whom her fonght all the time of his 
life, and at the laſt hee was Naine foz 

ef mankinde. . 


The Hiſtorie of 
mankinde : Meuertheleſte, befoze his 
_ he made his teſtament to his char 
ons 
Bpthe firſt fo whom he gane of the 
Tree that was vonder the earth and a⸗ 
boue the earth, we (hal vnderſtand ſuch 
mighty men and others of all eſtates 
of this wo21d,as not content with their 
calling, ſ&ke ambitiouſlp the (abyerfi- 
on of others to magnifle q exalt thems 
ſelves. 

By the ſecond Sonne fo whom her 
gaue the fre in length, bzeadth, and 
deepneſſe,'we vnderſfand fach wozldly 
wile men in this wozld, which in their 
ſubtilty, attempt to winne oz to loſe 
all | 


By the third ſonne fo whom he gane 
all that was wette and dꝛp of the tre, 
we doe bnderſfand euerp god Chꝛiſti⸗ 
an Pꝛinte, Noble man, Pagiſtrate oz 
meaner perſon, in euerp Common⸗ 
wealth whereſoener, which ( eſchewing 
all ambition and covetoaſnefſe)holdeth 
himlelfe content with the pzonivence of 
God, and in his owne calling labozeth. 
PIPE and fruely to doe god vuto ail 


men, 


* 
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men, pea, though themlelues ſuſtaine 
iniuries, ſuffering now ſolace,then care: 
now riches,then pouertie: and receive 
all this thankfully to haue this pꝛecious 
tree, thus bequethed vnto them. This 
tree is the tre of Paradiſe, that is, euer⸗ 
laſting iop, which is giuen fo bs all, 
if we fake it thankfully. This euerp 
man obtapneth not, therefoze if beho⸗ 
ueth them to goe onto the King ok reas 
ſon, that is, vnto the father ok Heauen, 
that knobeth all things. The firſt ſonne 
was let blod, and in his blod the bone 
| was laid. By this bone we ſhall bnders 


ſland our ſtrong faith in Chꝛiſts merits. 
And by the blod, the liuely and frnitfall 
ſap of god wozks pꝛocding out of the 
lame, which are rare things to be found 
in thoſe that ſœke their owne p2inate 
| gaine,which when they are let blod by 
the ſharp launte of gods iuſtice, though 
it be ſtabliſhed with dinine pꝛedication 
and made dꝛp with the ſun of outward 
hꝛofeſſion, vet being waſht with the wa- 
| ter ot (welling pꝛide, malice, ennp, and 
ſuch other, then the faifh in Chꝛiſts me · 
rits, is as though we had not receined 
B it, 


The Hiſtorie of 
it, and the linelp and fraitful ſap of god 
wozks,hath no power to tarrp vpon it, 
but vaniſheth awap. And thus fareth it 
with theſe other two, the firſt and ſes 
cond ſonnes: Bat the third ſonne being 
contrary vnto the other in p2ofeſſion x 
pꝛactiſe of life and manners, be he Pas 
giſtrate oꝛ meane perſon ; the bene of 
ſuch a man will ener be firme of faith 
in himſelfe and towards others, from 
ſuch a mans bone the bloud of liuely 
fruits, to himſelſe and all other p2ofita- 
ble, will neuer be waſhed awap with 
the water of w2etchedneſſe. But the 
moꝛe it is dzped in the ſunne of true tri⸗ 
all, the better it is. Such are the true 
childzen of God, of whom our 102d 
ſpeaketh thus: Ve which have forſaken 
all things for me: all, that is, pe that haue 
fo2ſaken the will of ſinne, (hall receiue 
an hundred times more, that is, pe ſhall 
not onely receine the tre of Paradiſe, 
but alſo the heritage of heaven. Theſe 
two other ſons are baffards: fo2 whp 2 
that they pꝛomiſed in their baptiſme, 
they w2ought all the contrarp,thzough 
their wicked lining. 4 

nd 
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And therefoze he that deſireth to ob⸗ 
faine the iopes of heauen muſt abide 
ffedfaſtly in the pꝛofeſſion and p2actiſe 
of god life c manners, t then by Chailt 
thail he obtaine the tre of Paradiſe, 
vnto the which the Lozd bzing vs, who 
lineth and raigneth foz euer. Amen. 


The Argument. 


God (o loued ſinful man, that he ſent his 
onely begotten Son to redceme him 
out of the captivitic of the world, to 
reſt with him in the ioy es of heauen. 


The third NMiſtorie. 


152 Rome there dwelt ſomefime a 
noble Emperour named Diocleſian, 
who abone all wozldlp god loved: the 
berfue of Charitie, wherefoze he deſired 
greatly to know what fowle loned her 
Birds beſt, to the intent that he might 
thereby grow to moe perfect charitie. 
Ĩt loꝛtuned after bpdn a dap, that this 
| Emperour walked to the fo2reſt ta take 
his diſpozt, whereas he found the * 
i 552 0 
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of a great Bird (called in latin Struthio 
Camel, in Engliſh an Oiſtredge) with 
her poung, the which poung Bird the 
Emperour toke with him, and cloſed 
her in a vbeſſeil of glaſſe. The Dam of 
this little Bird followed vnto the Em⸗ 
perours pallace, and flew into the hall 
where her poung was. But when ſhe 
ſaw her young & could not come to her, 
ne get her out, ſhe returned again to the 
foꝛreſt, and abode there thzee daies, t at 
the laſt ſhe came againe to the Pallace, 
bearing in her month a Mozme, called 
Tbumare: and when ſhee came where 
her poung one was, ſhe let the wozme 
fall vpon the glaſſe, by vertue of which 
wo2me the glaſſe bꝛake, and the poung 
one flew fo:th with her damme. Mhen 
the emperour ſaw this, he pꝛaiſed much 
the dam of the Bird, which laboured ſo 
diligently to deliuer her young. 


The Morrall. 


Deere friends, this Emperour is the 
kather ol Heauen, which greatly loueth 
them that line in perfed lone £ 3 

| Tz 
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This little Bird taken from the fo2reſt 
and cloſed in the glaſſe, was Adam our 
fozefather,which was eriled out of Pao 
radiſe, and put in the glaſſe, that is, hell. 
This hearing the dam dk the bird, that 
is, the ſonne of God, he deſcended from 
beauen, bnto the fozreſt of the wozld, 
and liued there thꝛe daies, bearing with 
him a moꝛme, that is, manhod, accozd⸗ 
ing to the Pſalmiſt, Ego ſum ver mis & 
non homo: that is, J am a wo2me and 
no man. This man was flaine among 
the Jewes,of whoſe blod the vellell e- 
ternall was bzoken,and the bird ment 
out, that is, Adam went fozth with his 
mother, the ſon of God, flew to heuen. 


The Argument. 


A cleane ſpirit and an vndefiled ſoule is 
the daughter of God, ſo deere vnto 
him, that he beſtowes her not vponthe 
rich man wanting wiſedome, but vpan 
the poore man that is wiſe, and liueth 
in his feare, which if ſhe haue at any - 
time tranſgreſt by frailtie of fleſh, 
then ſecketh thee for recouery of her 

B 3 health 
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health by the medicine of amende- 
ment ol life, ſuch a ſoule ſhall be eſ- 
pouſed to Chriſt, and liue with him 
in the world io come euerlaſtingly. 


The fourth Hiſtorie. 


Dmetime dwelled in Rome a wo2s 

thy Emperour and a wiſe, which 
had a fairs daughter and a grations in 
the ſight of euery man. This Emperoz 
bethonght him ona dap to whom hee 
might giue his daughter in marriage, 
reaſoning thus: If J giue mp daughter 
to a rich man, and he be a fwle, then is 
te loſt, but if J giue her to a poze man 
and a wiſe, then map he get his lining 
by his wiſedome, 

There was at that time dwelling in 
the citie of Name, a Philoſopher named 
Socrates, phꝛe and wiſe, which came to 
the Emperoꝛ and ſaid. Mp Loꝛd be not 
diſpleaſed though A put fo2th my peti⸗ 
tion befoze pour highneſſe. The Empe⸗ 
rour ſaid:ſpeake on. Then ſaid Socrates: 
Py Lo2d, pe haue a daughter whom J 
deſire aboue all things. The Cmperonr 

anſwered 
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anſwered and laid: my friend J ſhall 
giue thee mp daughter to wife, vpon 
this condition, that if ſhe die in thy fel⸗ 
lowſhip, after that ſhe is elponſed to 
ther, thou ſhalt without doubt leſe thy 
head. Then laid Socrates, bpon this cons 
dition J wil gladly take her to my wife, 
The Emperour hearing this called all 
the Lozds and States of his Empire, 
and made a great feaſt at their wed⸗ 
ding. And after the feaſf, Socrates led 
home his wile to his owne houſe, wher 
they lined in peace g health. long time. 
But at the laſt, this Emperoꝛs daugh⸗ 
ter ſickned to death: when Socrates per⸗ 
ceined this, he ſaid to himſelle: Alas, and 


woe to me, what ſhall J doe, and whi⸗ 


ther hall J flpe, if the Emperours 
daughter that is mp wife ſhould dye? 
and faz ſozraw this Socrates went to a 
SFoꝛreſt there beſide and wept bitterly. 

Then while he thus wept and mour⸗ 
ned, there came an aged man haning 
a Caffe in his hand, & asked him why 
he monrned.Socrates anſwered 4 ſaid? 
J eſpouſed the Emperours Daughter 
bpon this condition, that if ſhe died in 
B 4 my 
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my fellowſhip, J ſhould loſe mp life : 
now ſhe is ſickned to the death, and J 
ran find no remedp no? help, and theres 
foze J mourne Then ſaid the old man, 
be of god comfozt,fo2 J ſhall help pou, 
if pe will doe after mp counſell. In this 
ſozreſt be th:& hearbs, if pou make a 
dꝛinke ofthe firſt fo2 pour wife; and of 
the other two a plaiſter, and if pe ble 
this meditinall dꝛinke and plaiſter in 
due lime, without doubt Chee ſhall reco⸗ 
ner her perfect health. Socrates fulfilled 
all as the old man had taught him. And 
when his wife had vſed a while that 
medicinall dzinke and plaiſter, within 
ſhozt time ſhe was perfectly whole of al 
her ſickneſſe. And when the Emperour 
beard that Socrates w2onght ſo wiſelp, 
and ſo diligently fo retouer his wife, he 
pꝛomoted him to great dignitie and ho⸗ 
nour. , 


The Morrall. 


Deere Friends, this Emperour is 
our Loꝛd Jeſn Chziſt, his daughter ſa 
fap2e and ſo gracious ts the ſoule, made 

a | fa 
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to the ſimilitude of God, which is full 
glo ꝛious in the ſight of him, and of his 
Angels, while that ſhe is not defiled but 
abideth in her owne pꝛoper cleannetle, 
This ſoule God would not giue it to a 


rich man, but to a poze man, that is, a 


man that is made of the ſlime of the 
earth. 

This Socrates is a pwze man, ſo 
whpꝛeuery man commeth poꝛe and nas 
ked into this wozld from His mothers 


bellp, and euerp man faketh his ſoule in 
wedlocke vpon ſuch condition, that if 
ſe dye in his fellowſhip by deadly ſin, 
without doubt her ſhall loſe eternall 
life. Therefoze O thou man, if thy wife 


ſicken ſo though frailty of fleſh vnko 


| * finne, doe then as Socrates did, goe 
 bnto the Foꝛreſt, that is, the Church of 


Chꝛiſt and thon ſhalt finde there an old 
man with a faffe, that is, a diſcrete 
Pꝛeacher which ſhall miniſter vnto-the& 
theſe th2& hearbs, whereof map be con- 
fect the medicine of thy rcconery vnto 
health: the firſt hearbe is, knowledging 
of ſinne:the ſecond is, repentance : and 
the third is,newneſle of life, accozding 

to 
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to the will of God, if theſe Hearbes be | | 


vſed in plaiſter, the ſinner without doubt 
ſhall receine his health, and his ſoule 
ſhall be deliuered from ſinne. and by all 
right he ſhall haue euerlaſting life:vnto 
the which bꝛing vs our Lozd Jeſus. 


The Argument, 


Many fooliſh Ideots of the world, which 
flaw in abundance of worldly wealth 
and pompe, thinking they ſhall liue 
here alwaics,are labourcd vnto by the 


Preachers of Gods word, and admo- | 
niſhed of their momentary felicities, ; 


and to prepare themſelues in beſtow- 
ing well their ſhort time here, to inioy 
the bleſzings of euerlaſting felicitie in 
the world to come. 


The fift Hiſtoric. 


O Dmetfime there raigned in Nome a 
O mighty Emperour and a wile, nas 


med Fredericke, who had one onelp. ? 


ſonne whom he loued much. This Ems 


perour(when he lap at point of death) 
called 


r 
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called vnto him his Sonne, and ſaide: 
Deere ſon, I haue a ball of gold which 
J giue th vpon my bleſſing, that thou 
anon after my death ſhalt giue it to the 
molt foole that thou maiſt finde. Then 
ſaid his ſonne: My Lo2d withont doubt 
your will ſhall be fulfilled. Anone this 
pong Lo2d after the death of his father, 
went e ſought many Realmes & found 
manp retchleſſe ſales, but becanſe he& 
would fatiſfie his fathers wil, he ſought 
till he came to a realme where the law 
was ſuch that enery pere a new King 


was cholen, and the hing had onely the 
„ | guiding of that Realme one pre, and 
. atthepers end he was depoſed, and ex⸗ 


iled into an Jland, where hee ſhould fl⸗ 
nilh his life. | 
When the Emperours Son came fo 
this realme,the new King was chofen 
with great honour, and bzought bnto 
his Regall ſeate, with much Muſicke 
and great renerence , And when the 


| Emperours ſonne ſaw that, h& came 


bnto him, and ſaluted him renerently, 


ſaping: Pp Lo2d, loe J giue bnfo you 


this ball of gold, on my fathers behalfe. 
2 Then 
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Then ſaid hee, J pꝛap the tell mœ the 
cauſe why thou giueſt mee this Wall. 
Zhen anſwered her and ſaid: Mp fa- 
ther charged me on his death bed, that 
A Gould giue this ball to the moſt fole | 
that J could finde: wherefoze J haue 
ſought many Realmes, and haue found 
manp foles, but a moze fole then thou 
A neuer found:foz it is not bnknowne | 
to the, that thou ſhalt raigne but a 
pere, and at (he peres end thou ſhalt | 
be exiled into ſuch a place, wheras thou 
ſhalt dye a miſerable death, wherefoze þ. 
J hold ther fo: the moſt ſole that euer 1 
found, foꝛ as much as foꝛ the Lozdſhip Þ 
of a pere, thou wilt ſo wilfully lerle thy | 
ſelſe:and therefo2e J giue thee this ball. 

Then laid the Ring, without doubt 
thou ſaiſt truth, and therefo2e while J 
am now in full power of this realme, 
J will ſend befoꝛe mee great treaſure, 
wherewith J map ſuſtaine mp ſelfe 
from a miſerable death, when J ſhall}. 
be exiled and put downe. And ſo this 
was done, and af the yeres end when 
he was exiled, he lived there in peace, ? 
he dped after a god death. ſi: 
1. wo e 


, 1 ” 


| 
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The Morrall. 


Deere friends this Emperor is the 


father ok Heauen, the which bequea- 


thed the ball, that is, wozldly riches to 
foles and ideots, which ſauoureth nos 


| thing but that is earthly. This Empe- 
rours ſonne,that is, a Pzeacher,and a 
* diſcreet Miniſter trauaileth about to 


manp realmes and lands to ſhew mils 
belening men & foles their perill. The 


4+ Realme wherein no King might raign 
234 but a pere, is this wozld. Foz who lo 
u lineth a hundzeth pere, when he dpeth 

he ſhall ſeeme to haue lined but the ſpace 


ol an honre: therefoze do as this King 


did, while pee be in power of life, lend 


befoze pon pour treaſure, that is, firme 


faith in Chꝛiſts merits, and the fruits of 


Gods woꝛd p2oceeding from the ſame. 
Zhen certainelp when we be exiled out 


of this wozld, we ſhall line in peace, and 


ſhall finde the mercy of God plentiful, 
wherebp we ſhall obfaine eneflaſting 
life, Unto the which bꝛing vs he that 
boz bs ſhed his pꝛecious bloud, BY 
c 


The Hiſtoric of 


The Argument. 


The euill diſpoſed men of this world 
are here aduertiſed of their greedy 
griping after the ſweet temptation of 
the Duell, wherein ſuch doe rejoyce, 
till death commeth ſodainely vpon 
them, and then they fall to the horri- 
ble pit of deſolate darkneſſe, due to 
theit delerts. 


The ſixt Hiſtorie. 


I locleſian raigned in the Cifie oł 
nome, in whoſe Empire dwelt a 
noble Pyiloſopher, the which ſet vp by 
his Art an Image in the middeſt of the 
citie of Nome, the which image ffretchs 
ed out his arme, and his ſoꝛmoſt finger, 
wherenpon ſfod this poſey, w2itten in 
Latin, Percute hic, Strike here. This Jo. 
mage after the death of the philoſopher 
fſfod a long time, 4 many great clarks 
came foꝛ ta read the ſuperſcription that 
was on the finger, but none vnderſtod 
it, wherfoze the people wondzed _ 
nd 
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And at laſta long time after, there 
came a ſtrange clarke ont of a far coun⸗ 
try, and when he ſaw the Image, he 
read the ſuperlcription, Strike here. And 
then vpon a dap, when he ſaw the ſha⸗ 
dow of the hand, he toke a mattocke e 
bzake vp the ground vnder the hand 
wher the ſhadow was, acco2ding to the 
vnderſtanding of the ſuperſciption, and 


anon he found an houſe all of marble 


bnderneath the ground, wherein he en- 
fred, and came info an hall, wherein he 
found ſo much riches, ſo many Jewels, 


and ſo great mernailes,” as he neuer 
# ſaw befoze. And at the laſt bee ſaw a 
table ready couered, and all manner of 


things neceſſary thereto (ef thereupon. 
He beheld further. ſaw aCarbuncle in 


the hal that lightned all the houſe. And 


againft this Carbuncle on the other Gde 
ſtod a man holding a bow in his hand, 


and an arrow read to ſhot. Theclark 


meruailed much when he ſaw all theſe 
things, and thought in himſelf,if that A 
tell this foꝛth there will no man beliens 
me, ond therefoꝛe J will haue ſlomwhat 


of theſe gods in token thereof. 


And 


The Hftorie of 


And with that he ſam a knife of gold 
bport the table, the which he toke, and 
would haue put in his boſome : but a⸗ 
none the Archer ſmote the Carbuncle 
g bꝛake it, wherewith the whole houſe 
was ſhadowed and made darke. And 
when the Clarke perceiued it, he wept 
moſt bitterlp, fo2 he knew no wap to 
get out, foꝛaſmuch as the houſe was 
made darke th2ough the bꝛeaking of 
the Carbuncle. And that darknes abode 
ſtill fo2 ever after. And ſo finiſhed the 
Clark his life there in that darknes. 


The Morrall. 


Dre friends,this Image ſo ſfand- 
ing. is the Diuell, which ſaith enermoze 
Strike here: that is, lecke after earthly | 
riches, and not fo2 heanenlp treaſure. ! 

This Clarke that digged with the 
mattocke,betokencth the wozldlp wiſe 
men of this world, as ſome euill diſpo⸗ 
ſed pleaders ofthe Law, crafty Attur⸗ 
nies and other wicked woꝛldlings, that 
ener be ſmiting what bp right, & what 
by wong, (ſo that they map get the 

vanities 


| 
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banities of this wozld,and.m their ſmi⸗ 
ting they finde great wonders, that is, 


' they finde therein tbe delights of the 


woz2ld, wherein many men retopceth. 
The carbuncle that gineth light, is the 
pouth of man, which gineth hardineſle 
to fake their pleaſure in woꝛldly riches. 
The Archer with his arrow is death, 
which layeth watch againſt man to ſlay 
him. The Clarke that toke vp the 
knife is enerp wozldly man, that cones 


teth ener to haue all things at his will. 


Death ſmiteth the Carbuncle, that is, 


3 pouth,ſtrength and power of man, and 


then lyeth he w2apped in darkenelſe of 
ſinne, in which darkeneſſe offentimeg. 
be dyeth. Therefoze fudp we to flee 
the woꝛld and his deffres,and then hall 
we be ſure to win euerlaſting life, bnto 
the which Jeſu bꝛing vs all. Amen. 


The Argument. 


We are here generally put in mind, that 

the Diuell beſcegeth the world, our 

hampion Chriſt Teſus is ready to 

take our quarrel] in hand, who defen- 
C ding 
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ding andſauing vs from the inuaſion 
and circumuention of Sathan, is yet 
accurſed for vs as a tranſgreſſor, and 
is content to ſuffer death for our full 


iu{lification, 
The ſcauenth Hiſtorie. 


I N Rome dwclt ſometime a mighlie 

Emperour named Titus. who 02s 
dained in his dayes ſuch a Law, that, 
what knight died in his Empire, fonts 
be buried in his armour, and whoſoe⸗ 
uer pꝛeſumed to ſpoile any knight of his 


Without any gaineſaping. Jt befell af- 
fer within few yeares, that a Citie of 
ide Empire was beſieged of the Em⸗ 
perours enimies, and was in danger of 
leſing,foz none that was in the Cittie 
conld defend themſelues by any man | 
ner ot policie, whercfoze great ſoꝛrom 
and lamentation was made thzough- 
out the Cittie. 


armour after he was dead, chonld dye | 


But at laſt within few dapes there x 


came to the cittie a pong knight, wel- 
fauoured,e valiant in feates of armes, 
whom 
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whom the wozthy men ofthe cittie be? 


holding,4 vnderſtanding His pzoweſle; 
cryed with one boyte. O thou molt no- 
ble knight, wee beſtech thee to help vs 
now at dur moſt need, fo2 pe map ſe 
this Cittie is like fo be loſf, Then her 
anſwered and ſaid:ſirs, ye ſ& Jhaneno 
armour, but if J had, I would defend 
pour cittie. 
This hearing a mighfp man of the 
— he ſaid to him ſecretly. Sir, here 
as ſometime a balianf knight, who 
— is dead and burped within this 
tittie, and if it pleaſe you to take his ar⸗ 
mour pe map defend this cittie, and 
liner vs from perill, & that will 
nonr bnto pou, and p2ofit vnto the, 
pire. 
The poung Knight hearing this, 
went to the graue and arrayed himſelf 
with the armonr, and after much fight 
obkained the vicko⸗ v and delivered the 
Citie. Which done, he laid the armour 
againe in the graue. But there were 


4 * 


| ſome men of the cittie who enufed him 


becauſe he had ohfained the bidozp, 1 
accnſed him tothe _ 


7 
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Sir, a law was made by the Em 
perour,that whoſoeuer diſpoyled a dead | * 
Knight of bis armour Gould die. This 


pong knight found a dead knight and 
foke awap his ar mour, theretoze we 
beſerch the that thou pzocede in the 
Law againſt him with equitie and 
iuſtice, in giuing him ſevere puniſhment 
that hath offended the law, Uhen the 
Juſtice heard this, he made the knight 
to befaken. And when he was exami⸗ 
ned of thts his freſpaſſe againft the law, 


he ſaid thus: Sir, it is w2itten in the 
law, that of two harmes the leaſt is fo 


bechoſen , it is not bnknowne to pon 
that this citie was in peril fo be loſt, and 
. had J not taken this armoꝛ, J had nels 
ther ſaued pou, noz the citie, therefoze 


me thinkes pe onght rather fo honour 


me fo; this god derde that J haue done, 


then thus ſhamefully to repzoue me: 
foz J am led as he that is ready fo be 
hanged. Alſo god ſirs, another thing J 
map alledge foz my excuſe: he that ſtea⸗ 
leth oz robbeth violently,purpoſeth not 
to reſtoze that thing which he Cealefh : 


PPP 
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but it is not thus with me, fop — 


\ 


a 
9 


TY UID DD WW Gon eee ks ad ²˙. Cod. at ocedos 


Nr _ — _ 4 


Geſta Romanorum. 17 


Itoke the armour of the dead Knight 
foz pour defence and ſauegard, when J 
had obtained the bigo2p,J bare it again 
ts the ſame place, and ſo the dead knight 
hath that is his by the law, 

Then ſaid the Juſfice, a the&efe that 
b:eaketh a honſe, that he map ſteale £ 
bear awap ſuch as he can find, thongh 
be-bzing againe that he hath taken, 3 
aske of thee if that the bzeaking of the 


houſe be lawfall oznot. Che knight ans 


ſwered;ſomtime the bꝛeaking of a houſe 
map be god, whereas if is made in a 
feble plate, which ſhould cauſe the mas 
ſter of the houſe to make his wal ſtron⸗ 
ger, that the therues after bꝛeake not by 
kozce the wals ſo lightly, foz auoiding 
of moze harme. 

Then laid the Juſfice, if the bꝛeak⸗ 
ing of the houſe be god, neuertheleſſe in 


that bzeaking, violer ce is done to the 


Lo2d of the houſe. And ſo thovgh thou 
didſt reſfoze the armour of the dead 
night, neucrtheleſſe thou didſt w2ong 
fo the dead knight in taking awap his 
armour. The knight laid, J haue folde 
yon that of two harmes the leaſt is fa 

C 3 bs 


The Hiſtorie of | 
ve ehoſen,+ that harme where thzongh | 
great godnefſe commeth, ought not t 
be called harme, but it would rather be 
called god: foz if an houſe within the 
Citty were on fire,and began to burne, 
it were better that th:e& o2 ſoure houſes 
therbp ſhould be thzown to the ground, 
then that they ſhould be ſef on fire alſo, 
wherebp all the citty ſhonld be burned, 

* Might ſo if the armour of the dead 

s Lnight had not bene taken, the Citlie 

bad bene loſt. | | 
And when the Judge heard that ba 

anſwered ſo well and ſo reaſonably, he 

*.conld giue no indgement againſt bim. 
But they who had acculed this Knight | 
flew him, fo2 whoſe death there was 
great weeping th:oughout all the cittie, 
and his bodp was honourably burped 
in anew lombe. 


The Morrall. 


Dere Friends this Emperour is 
the Father of Meauen, and this Cittie 
is. the woꝛld, which is beſieged of the 
Dinuell e deadly ſinne:and as many as 
Were 
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were within the Ciltp, were all in pe- 
rill to be loſt. This poung Knight that 
came to the Cittie, is our 402d Jeins 
Chꝛiſt, who had not the armour of hu- 
manitie till he went to the graue, that 
is, the wombe of the glozious Uirgin 
Mary, by the anunciation of the Angel, 
ſaping : Thie holy Ghoſt ſhall light in 
thee, &c. Loe, thou ſhalt conceiue and 
beare a ſon, And thus in the wombe of 
the Uirgin, hee toke the armour of the 
dead knight, that is, the manhod of A- 
dam our fozefather, and ſausd the eittie, 
that is the woꝛld, and mankinde by his 
bleTed paſſion that he ſuffercd on the 
Croſſe, and h# put the armour againe 
into the graue, when his bleſſed body 
was burped, but the Citizens enuped 
him, that is, the Jewes accuſed him ko 
Pilate, ſaping: It thou ſuffer him thus, 
thou art not Cæſirs friend: we haue a la 

and after the law he ought to dye. Ioh. 19 

12. And thus our Koꝛd Jeſus Chꝛiſt of 
his cnimies was condemned to the 

death of the croſſe, and after aſcended 

bp to heauen,whither bee bzing vs all. 


Imen. | 
C4 The 
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The Argument. 


T he fornication of wicked worldly men 
is here detected by the providence of 
God, and by his gracious fauour the fin- 
ner is deliuered out of the thraldom of 
ſin, vnto ths liberty of life euerlaſting. 


The eight Hiſtoric. 


Here raigned ſomtime in Rome a | 
mighty Emperour and a wile, na } 


med Betolde, ho o2dained x law, that 
what woman was taken in adultry her 
husband being aliue, ſhe ſhould be caſt 
into pcrpetuall p2iſon. 

There was that time a knight that 
bad a faire Lady to his wife, who com⸗ 
mitted adultrp, her busband being as 
line, and was with childe, therefoze by 
the law ſhe was put in p2iſon, where 
in ſhoꝛt time ſhee was delinered of a 
faire Sonne. The childe grew vp till he 
was ſeauen peare old, his mother daily 
wept bitterlp. And when the child heard 
tit, he ſaid to his mother. O mother, why 
wierpe 
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wiepe pe thus: and fo what cauſe are 


pou thus perplexed? Then ſaid his mos 
ther : O mp (wert ſonne, J haue great 


- canſe to mourne, & thou alſo ſoz abone 


our heads is people walking, z the Sun 
chineth in clerreneſſe, and wer be here 
continually in ſuch darknes that J may 
not ſe thee, ne thou me. Alas, that ener 
J conceined thee. 

Then ſaid the Sonne, ſuch iop as pou 
ſpeake of J neuer ſaw,fo2 J was bozne 
here in this darknes, therefoze if J had 
meat and dꝛincke inongh, J would line 
here all mp life: therefoze mother wepe 
not, but be cherefull. This lamentati⸗ 
on that was betwene the mother e the 
ſon,the Emperours feward heard, that 
ſtod abone their heads, whereof hes had 
great compaſſton,and went to the Em⸗ 
perour,e kneling, beſonght him of his 
grate, that the mother and the (on might 
be deliuered out of pziſon. The Empe⸗ 
rour as a mercifull L02d graunted that 
they ſhould be delinered. Nencrtheleſſe, 
if they treſpaſſed ſo in time to tome, they 
ſbould be puniſhed with double paine:x 
after ſhe was delinered ſhe died joyfnlly. 

'The 


The Hiſtoric of 


The Morrall. 


Deere Friends this Emperoꝛ is the , 


Father of heauen that made this law, 
. that what marrped woman that is, 


. whatſoule that is cſponſed to the Lozd, 


and doth commit adultrp, that is, doth 
wo:lhip ffrange gods,ſhould be caſt ins 
p2iſon of hcli,therefoze the ſinfull 
ſoule bath great cauſe to werpe, loꝛ ſhe 
is debarred from light, that is. from the 
ioy of heaven. - Mer ſonue that deſired 
meate and d2ink, are the wealthy wic- 
ked woꝛldlings, that ſay to the Pꝛeach⸗ 
ers that pꝛeach vnto them the iopeg of 
heauen, that while wer map line e haue 
all the ſolace of the woꝛld, we defire no 
other heauen. The Steward that heard 
their lamentation is our Lozd Jeſus, 
who knowing all the pꝛiuities of our 
ſozrowfull and repentant hearts fo2 our 
ſinnes, beſought the Father of heaven 
fo2 bs, that we might be delinered from 
thep2iſon of ſinne,and ſocome to ener⸗ 
taſting life, vnto the which he bzing vs 
all, Amen, 
The- 
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The Argument. 


Chhriſt proclaimeth the ioyfull feaſt of 


heauen, whereto the Lame, that is, the 
poore Preachers of the Goſpell, ha- 
uing their ſight or knowledge in gods 
word, ſupported by the blinde Lay tie, 


and each mutually comforting other, | 


they both approch vnto the proclai- 
med feaſt of-perpetuall felicitie. 


The ninth Hiſtory, 


C Ometime in Rome dwelt an Em⸗ 


erour named Pompey , who as 
bone all other things was metcifnll, 
This Emperour pꝛoclaimed thzoughs 
out all his Empire a great feaſt, + that 
poze & rich ſhould come fo his feaſt:and 
who ſo ener came to that feaſt chould 
not onelp be well fed, but alſo he ould 
haue great gifts. When ihe Herauld 
had warned all manner of men to come 
to this feaſt, at that time there was two 
poꝛe men lying by the wap, the one be 
ing lame, and the other blinde. Alas 
and 
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and woe fo vs both, how ſhall wr doe: 
foz the Emperour hath pꝛoclapmed a 
feaſt, and whoſocoer commeth thether 
ſhall not onelp be well fed, but alſo ſhall. 
haue great gifts and J am blinde. and 
thou art lame, how fhall we doc? Then 
ſaid the lame man to the blinde man. 3 
ſhall gine ther god counſell. ik thou wilt 
doe after me. Jam lame and fe ble and 
map not goe, nenertheleſſe J can ſe, 
and thou art blinde and ſtrong e mayrſt 
not ſ&,take thou me vpon thy back and. 
beare me, e I ſhall vircc thee the right 
wap, and thus wee ſhall both come to 
the Emperours feaſt. Then ſaid the 
blinde man, let vs doe after thy counſel, 
get thou on my backe and J ſhall beare 
ther, and thou ſhalt guide me the right 
way, and ſo thep did, and came both to 
the feaſt, and receined great rewards a⸗ 
mong other men. And thus they ended 
their lines in peace. | 6 


The Morrall. 


Dire friends this Emperour is our 
Dauiour Jeſu Chzilt that — 
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feaff, that is, the iopes of heauen, bnto 
the which iopes he called all mankinde, 
and fo2ſaketh no man that will come 
bnfo him. This lame man betokeneth 
the poꝛe miniſters of the Goſpel,which 
wanting wozldly pleaſure, line by the 
pzout>ence ot God. And this blind man 
betokeneth the Kap men, who know 
not the right wap to heauen. It behoneth 
the blinde men, that is, the lay men, to 
bear the lame men, that is, the Piniſters 
of the Goſpell, ſuſtaining 4 lerding them 
with the duties ol the Church, then the 
Miniſters in Gods cauſe are bound to 
teach and to infozme vs in the wap to 
heaven, wheras we ſhall not onelp hang 
a ſeaſf, but allo great reward and iop, 
bnto the which God bꝛing vs all. Amen. 


The Argument. 


Heaven and hell are here compared to 
two cittics,to theſe citties are two con- 
trary way es, to heauen _ is the cit· 
tic of all heauenly treaſure and felicity) 
is a narrow, crooked, eraggy and pain- 
full way, hauing three enimies, the 

Diuell, 
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Dinell,the world, and the fleſh. Tohel; 


Coeing the Citie or ſinck of ſorrow or 
ſadaeſle) a faire way, broad, plaine, and 

caſie, kaving three guides, that is, pride 
of life, couetouſneſſe of the eyes, concu- 
piſcence of the fleſh. 


The tenth Hiſtory. 
mein in Rome djvelt an Empe⸗ 


rour named Folliculus, the which 
was right wiſe and mercifull in all 


his wozks. This Emperour builded in 
the Caſt a noble Cittie, wherein ber 


put all bis treaſare to be kept. 1 

Unto this Cittie the way was fony | 
and fail of bzambles, and ſharp thozns, | 
and thꝛe knights were armed ready ta 
fight with them that would come to 
that cittte. Therefoze the @mperonr 02- 
dained that whoſocuer onercame theſe 
knights ſhould enter the cittp, take at 
his wil of the Emperours treaſure. Al. 
ter that this Emperour did make in the 
Nozth, a Cittp wherin her oꝛdained all - 
manner of paina, ſoꝛrow, and toꝛmen⸗ 
ting foz malelacto)s, to the which wy 


r 
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a bꝛoad way,bery delectable, growing 
full of Roſes & faire Lillies,and in that 
way were the knights, euer waiting 


| if any man came towards the cittp of 


the No2th to ferue him with all man 
ner of deiicates 4necefſary pꝛouiſion. 
And if it foꝛtuned that any man did 
enter within that cittie, the cuſtome 
was ſuch that the people would binde 
him hand e fot, and caſt him into pꝛi⸗ 
ſon, there to abide the ſentence of the 
Juſtice. | 
When this was cryed thzoughont all. 


| the Empire, there were two Knights 


dwelling in one cittie,one named lohas | 
thas, who was a wiſe man: the other 
called Pirrhus who was a fole, neuer⸗ 
thelcfle there had continued betwerne 
them great lone. This lonathas ſaid to 
Pirrhus: dere friend there is a common 
try made thꝛonghont all lands, that the 
Emperoꝛ hath made a cittp in the Eaſt 
where in he bath put his treaſure, and 
whoſoeuer map enker that cittp, ſhall 
take what he will ofthe treaſure, ther⸗ 
foe let vs goe thether. Chen ſaid Pyr- 
rhus thy counſell is god, let bs goe. 
The 


5 The Hiſtorie of | 
Type wile knight ſaid, if it be ſo that 


thon wilt follow mp counſel, 3 pꝛap thee | 


that faithfall friendſhip map continue 
betweene vs, and in token of lone thou 
hall dꝛink my blond, and J will dzinke 
thine,on this condicion, that neither of 
bs faile other in this iournex. 

The foliſh knight ſaid, it pleaſefh me 
right well, wherfoze thep were both lef- 


ten blond and each of them dꝛank others 


blond. 


Chen this was done, they went fozth 
together on their iourney, and when 
they had gone th2& dapes tourney fo- þ 
wards the Cittie where the treaſure | 


was, they came to a place where was 


two wapes, one was ſharp, ſfonp and 


full of thozns:the other wap was plaine 
and faire, and full of delights. T hen ſaid 
the wiſe knight to his fellow :d ter friend 
Here are two wapes, one ſharp t thozny, 
nenertheleſſe if wer goe this wap wir 
ſhall come to the cittie that is ſo rich, 
there ſhall we haue that we deſire. 


hen laid the tolich knight to bis fel- | 
low, J wonder greatly at pon, that von 


will ſpeake ſuch things, ſoꝛ J will rather 
a belene 
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belckue mine epes then pour woꝛds, A 


„ 


ſ&here openlp, and ſo do pon, that here 


is a hard wap and full of thoznes ,and 


as J haue heard there be thze Champi⸗ 
ons armed in this wap: ready to fight 
againſt all men that goe towards 
the Citie of the Caſt e therefoze J will 
not goe that wap: but here is (as pon 
map (&@) another wap, plaine and eaſie 
to walk in, e in this wap ther are the 
Knights readp fo ſerue vs and gine bs 
all maner of things neceſſary to vs: and 
therefoze by this wap will J goe:and 


+ not bp that other way Then ſapd the 
+ wiſe Knight, cerfainly if we go by that 
wap, wer ſhall be led into the Citie of 
the Nozth, wherein there is no mercie, 


but perpetnall paine and fozroty , and 
there ſhall we be taken and bound and 
taſt into pꝛiſon. 

Certainly ſaid the foliſh Anight, this 
way is the ready way, and as J be- 
keneit is moze pꝛoſitable then the other 


wap. Then went they both fazth the 


faire way, and anon thꝛe knights met 


with them, which receined them cufte- 


qafſp fo2 one night, and gaue them all 
D manner 
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manner of things that was neceſſfarp 


to them. And on the mozrow they twke 
their iournep foꝛth toward the citie:and 


when they were within the citic,anone | 


the Emperours officers met with them 
and (aid. Deere friends, why come p& 
pither, inſomuch that pee know thelaw 
of this citie is ſo cruet of long time here 


fofoze : ſ@thlp,ye ſhall be ſerued now 
after the law. Anone they toke the wiſe ' - 


knight and bound him, and put him in 
pꝛiſon, and after that, they tokethe ſos 
liſh Knight and bound him faſt and caſt 


him into a ditch.Son after it befel that | 


the Juſtice came to the Citie to give 
indgement on them that had treſpaſſed 
the law, x anon all the pꝛiloners were 

dzonght-fozth bofoze the Juſtice, among 
whom thele two knights were bzought 
fozth,one from paiſon,e the other from | 
the ditch. Then ſaid the wiſe Knight to 
the Juſtice : Reuerent Lo2d, J conv 
plain of my fellow,that is guilty ofmy | 
death,foz when we two tame to the two 
wapes, whereof the one led to the Ci- 
tie in the Eaſt, and the other fo this 
Citie, X told him all the perill of — 

Cit 
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Citie, and the reward ok that other Ci⸗ 


tie, but he would not -belene ma, and 
ſaid to me in this wiſe: J beleng ming 
owne epes better then thy woꝛdes, and 
becauſe he was mp fellow, J would not 
let him ges alone in this wap, and 
thus came J with him: wherefoze hee is 
the caufe of my death. Then ſaid the f@- 
liſh B night, J complajne that he is the 
cauſe of mp death, lo it is not vnknow⸗ 
en to pou all that J am a fole, and he a 
wiſe man, and therefoꝛe he ſhonld not {0 
lightiy haue followed my folly,fo2 if: be 
had fozſaken this wap, J chould haue fol- 


le wed him aa therefoze he is cauſe ol 
mp deal gen ſaid the Juſtice to the 
wiſe knight, derauſe that chou with all 


thy wiſevome ſo lightly conſented and 


followed the will, of the fole, and his 
foliſh wozkes% and theu fols becauſe 
that tho weuldſk not” doe: after the 
tounſell, nepther rulfi!l the wholeſome 
woꝛds of the wiſe man & beleene him, 1 
giue iadgement that ye both be hanged 
foz pour treſpaſſe. And ſo it was donc: 
wherefoze all men p2aifed greatly the 
Juſtice foz his diſeræt iudgement. 

D2 The 


The Hiſtorig of 
The Morrall. 


Deere friends this Emperour ts al- 
mightie God, and in the Eaſt is the citie 
ol Heauen, wherein is troaſure infinit. 
And bnts this Citie is a hard wap and 
fall of thoznes, that is, the wap of Ree 
pentance, by the which way full few 
walke : foz it is haro and trait, accozs 
ding to holp Scripture, ſaying thus: 
Arcta eſt via quæ ducit ad vitam. It is 
a ſtraight wap that leadely to euerlaſt⸗ 

An this wap are the armed knights, 
that is, the Dinell, the whzio,+ the fleth: 
with whom it behoueth vs to fight, and 
to obtaine the vicozp, 03 we map tome 
to heguen. The ſecond Citie that is in 
Nozth, is hell: and to this acco2deth the 
ſcriptare,ſaping thus. Ap aquilone pon- 
detur omne malum: Oui oof the Nozth 
tommeth al eail.Certainly to this Citie 
is the wap plain and bzoad, and walled 
about on every ſide, with all maner of 
delights, wherfoze many men walk by 
this way. The their — that nn 
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fo euerp man going this wap what 
thing them needeth, are theſe : Pꝛide ol 
life, couetoulneſſe of the epes, and 
concupiſcence of the ſleſh, in which thz& 
the wzetched man greatly delighteth, 
and at the laſt thep lead him to hell. 
This wittie Knight betokeneth the 
ſoule,and the foliſh Knight betokeneth 
the fleſh, the which is alway ſwliſh, and 
at all times ready to doe euill. Theſe 
two are fellowes and knit in one, foz 
either of them dzinck others blod, that 
is, they ſhall dꝛinke of one cup, epther 
of iop 02 paine which they ſhall haue, 
affer the dap of dome. 

The ſoule choſeth the wap ofyepen- 
faunce,and in as much as ſhe. map, 
tbe ſtirreth the fleſh to doe the ſame. 
But the fleſh neuer thinketh what Cal 
tome after,and therfoze ſhe goeth on in 
the delights of this wozld,e flpeth the 
delight of repentance. And thus the 


ſonle afer the death is caſt into hell,@ e 


the fleſh is caft into the ditch, that is, 


into the graue, But then the Juſtice, 
tommeth, that is our Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt 


at the day ol dome to W al mankind. 
3 
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Then the Soule ſhall cemplaine bpon 
the floſb; + the fleſh vpon the ſoute. But 
then the Juſtice that will not be decei⸗ 
ned ſhall condemn*he (onle;becanſe he 
followed the frailtp of the fleſh, and the 
fleſh; becauſe it would not beleete the 
Soule. Mherekoꝛe let vs ſtudy to tame 
our fleſh that me map obap God, q then 
ſball we haue eternall lie. Unto which 
bzing vs our Lo2d Jefus Chzilt.Amen. 


The Argument, 
8 


The Soule of man being polſeſſed i inthe 
Princely territory of Paradife, was by 
.thegiuelllprouoked to (in againſt her 
creator, and forthe ſame tranſgreſsion 

X being thence into this wide world 
} eile) loſt that her heritage: But by 
Chriſts precious death and paſsion, 
; was reſtored vnto a more happic 
vg of euerlaſting felicitio. 


The 11. Hiſtoric,” 


T Vere: dwelt med me in 4 
. Wighty Empera: named Frederick, 
which 


Gefta Romanorum, 


which bad no Childzen, but one * 5 
daughter, to whom this Emperour a 
ter his deceaſe bequeathed all his Em⸗ 
pire. This vnderſtanding an Earle that 
dwelt there beſide, he came to this pong 
Lady and woed her, and pꝛouoked her 
to ſinns all that h& might: wherefoze 
this pong Lady in ſbeꝛt pꝛoteſſe oftime 
inclined to the Earle, and this Earle 
anon lap with her and defiled her, and 
after that be dꝛaue her from her heri⸗ 
tage, and exiled her out of her Empire: 
wherefoze ſhe made great lamentation, 
and fled vnto a Realme there beſide, 
where ſhe daily wept and mourned. At 
befell after on a dap. that while ſhe ſafe 
mourning by the hie wap fide, there 
tame riding by her a faire pong knight 
bpon an hozſe, who came towards her 
a great pace, and verp turtesuſip ſaluted 
her, asking her the tauſe why the monrs 
ned ſo ſoꝛe. 

Then anſwered ſhe and ſaid:mp reue⸗ 
rent Loꝛd, 7 am an Emperours daughs 
ter. deſcended of ropall bloud, my father 
is dead, who left me all his. Empire, 
becauſe he had none other hepze : and 
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after his deceaſe an Carle there beſide 
deteined mie, defloured my Uirginitie, 
and after that, hie put me violently ont 
of mine heritage, ſo that now J am faine 
fo beg mp bzead from doe fo do, and 
this is the cauſe of mp ſozrow. 

Then ſaid the Knight, faire Damſell 


I have greatcompaſſion on thy beantie | 


and thp gentleneſle, therefoze if thou 
wilt graunt me one thing, J ſhall fight 
fo2 the againſt the Carle, and J will 
aſſure the the bictoꝛp. | 

Then laid ſh&,alas god fir: J have 
nothing that J map giue bnto yon but 
mp ſelle. And J aſtze no moze of thee ſaid 
he gt that thou wouldeſt be my 

e,and lone no man ſo much as me. 
Chen ſaid h&;RKeverend fir,that Jwill 
doe gladly, and moꝛe if J might. 

Then ſapd the knight, J will that 
thou doe foz mi nothing, but if it foz- 
tune me to dye in the fight fo2 the, and 
obtaine the victo2y, thou halt take my 
bloody ſhirt, and hang it vpon a beame 
in thy chamber, and this thou ſhalt doe 
foꝛ two things. The firſt is, that when 
ener thou behouldeſt the thirf, — 

a 
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ſhalt wiepe fo mer. The ſetcond is, that 
what ſo euer man come fo woe the to 
be his wife, thou ſhalt then haſtelp run 
buto thy chamber and b@hold mp blw⸗ 
die ſhirt,and thinke hartcly within thy 
ſelfe thus. 
The Led of this ſhirt dyed foz my loue 
in battell ,the which recovered my heri⸗ 
tage, God fo2bid that J ſhovid take any 
other man after his death. hen ſaid ſhe 
Renerend ſir, all this ſhall J fulfill by 
the grace of God. And when the knight 
heard this, he aſlailed to fight againſt 
the ſaid Earle, and obtained the victozie, 
andthe Carle was overcome and fled: 
and this poung Ladp was bꝛought and 
reteiued againe into her heritage. 
Nenuertheleſſe the Knight was dcads 
ly wounded in that battell, whereof ha 
dyed: but ere h dyrd hie bequethed his 
blody ſhirt vnto this Damſell, deſſring 
her to keepe her pꝛomiſe. When this 
poung lady heard of his death, ſhe wept 
ſoze : foz in his ſhirt was wzought this, 
Thinke on mee and haue in minde, 
Him that to these was ſo kind. 


Anone 
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Anon when ths had reteined the ſhirt, 
ſhe hanged it vpon a beame in her 
chamber and as oft as ſhe beheld it, ſhee 
wept bitterly. It be fell not long after 
that the States of the Empire tame to 
her and deſired her to take an husband. 

But then ſher went to her chamber and 
beheld the blody ſhirt, and wared (03s 
rowfull, and ſaid oltentimes, woe and 
alas, thou ſufferedſt death ſoz mp lone, 
and thou alſo recoueredſt againe mine 
heritage. God fo2bid that J ſhould take 
any other man, but th&. Aud thus ſhe 
anſwered every man that came to her: 
and ſo they went awap diſappointed of 
their purpoſe,eſhe ended her life in reſt. 


The Morrall. 


Dire friends this Emperour is the 
father of heanen, e his danghter is the 
ſoule ot man, made to the ſimilitude of 
God: to whom he gane 4 bequeathed the 
Empire af Paradiſe: but there came an 
Earle, that is, the dinell,q pzonoked her 
to ſin, when ſhe eat ofthe apple,and ſaid 
; 4 her thus An what houre ye _—_ 
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the apple pe ſhall belike Gods. Wher- 
foze we bzeaking gods commandement 
were all exiled out of Paradiſe, to line in 
| this wozld in great wzetchednefſe: like 
As the Pſalmiſt ſaith : /a ſudore vultut 
ini. In the ſweat of thy face thou ſhalt 


| . cate thy bread. 


But then came a faire poung knight 
and a ſtrong, that is, our Lozd Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt, who had compaſſion vpon man- 
kinde, and taking vpon him onr fleſh 
and blond, gaue battaile to the Dincll,e 
ouercame him, and thus wan he againe 
our heritage. Ther foꝛe let vs do as this 
young Lady did, let vs lap this bloudy 
 thirf, that is the remembzance of the 
., paſſion of Chꝛiſt, on the beame of our 
hart, x let bs think how our Lozd Jeſus 
ſhed his pꝛetious blond foz bs. And if 
any man, that is,if the Dinell oz any o⸗ 
ther, wauld ffir vs fo ſinne, let vs think 
pꝛeſentlp on the paſſion of Ch2if, ſay- 
ing thus: J will take none other but 
ther, who haſt hed thy bloud foꝛ me: and 
- thus ſhall we win encrlaſting life. Un⸗ 
to which God bzing vs all, Amen. 


The a 


T be Hiſtorie of 
The Argument. 


Wee are here generally aduertiſed of |. 
honouring the Sabboth day, how for 
the redeeming of time to be occu- 
pied in Ghoſtlly contemplation, profi- 
table to the ſoule and body. The 
Preachers of Gods word oft time for 
ſaying truth purchaſe inconuenience. 
It wee beſtow our talents in the am-, 
plify ing of Faith, and furthering one 
another with good. works, wee ſhall 
then inherite the fruition of eternall 

bleſsing, prepared for the Elect of 
Chriſt Ieſus. 


The 12. Hiſtoty. 


Ometime dwelt in Rome a mightie 
Emperoz named A ppolonius, which 
ozdained ſoꝛ a Law that every man 
vpon paine of death ſhould celebzafe the 
day of his natiuitie. This Emperour 
called to him aclarke that hight Virgil, 
and ſaid. Py der maſter, there be manp 
hainous offences donein mp Empire, 
"contrarp 
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contrary to the Law,therefoze J pꝛap 
thee that thou by thy cunning — 
make ſome craſt whereby Imap know, 
who trel paſſeth againſt the law pzinely 


. | 07 appertly. 


Then ſaid Virgil. Mp reuerend Lozd, 
your will hall be done. Anon this Vir 
gil, thzongh his traft, made an Image 
in the midſt of the citie of Rome, which 
5 denounced and told the Emperoꝛs meſs 

ſengers who frefpeſſed againſt the law, 


4 and who not. There was at that time 


| dwelling in the citie of Rome a Smith, 
that hight Focus: which by no meanes 
would celebzate the natiuitie oł the Em⸗ 
- perour. If * b&fell bpon a night, as the 
þ ſmith lap in his bed, he thought bpon the 
| Image that had accuſed many men bes 
| foze, and dꝛesded leaſt the Image would 
| accuſe him, wherefoze he aroſe and went 
to he Image and ſaid. F make a voty to 
Odd il thou actuſe me, à ſbal bꝛeake thy 
hend And when he had thus laid 0 
went home. The Emperdur on the moꝛ⸗ 
tw following ſent meſſengers to the 
|Jmage(asbefoze times he was accuſto⸗ 
ede to know and vnderffand whe had 
treſpaſſed 
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freſpaſſe> againſt the aw. And to them 
then ſaid the image, lift bp pour ejes-aud 
behold what is engrauen in mp foze- 
head. And then thep loked vp, they ſaw 
this Poſie wzitten.Tempora mutantur, 
hommes dcterjorantur. Times be chan: 
ged and men become wozleand wozle, 


Foꝛr be that will lap the truth ſhall have | 


bis head bꝛoken. Thercfoze go pee fozth 
fo pour L02d,and fell him all that pe 
haue read g ſcene. The meſſengers went 
fo:th and folde the @mperour all that 
they had heard and ſeene. 
Then ſaid the Emperour, arme your 
ſelues and. goc to the Image, and if that 
pou find any man that haue mentioned 
oz thꝛeafned to hurt the Image, , binde 
bim hand and fote,e bꝛing him vnto me, 
Then went the meſſengers ſo2th tothi 
Amage and (aid to it:tell vs the truth if 
anp man haue tbꝛeatned tha, and ws 
ſhall reuenge the anon. Thon ſaid - the 
Image: Take the Smith Focus fo bi 
is the man that will not done nr thena: 
tinitie ot the Emperour. Straight way 
the meffengers led foꝛth the Smith be! 
foze the Emperour: and there „ 
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bim why be& kept not the dap ofthe 
Emperours natinitie, in reuerence g 
bonour,acco2ding to the law: Then ans 
ſwered the ſmith & (aid. Renerent lozd, 
Jbeſe&ch pon that pon will heare mine 
excuſe, and if J anſwere not reaſona⸗ 
bip to all manner of popnts that pe 


will aske me, J will yeld mea follp ts 


your Gꝛate. Then ſaid the Emperour, 


Ichall heare the, t that which is right 


that J will doe. 

Then laid the Smiih: I muſt haue 
eight pence tuerp day in the werke, and 
that J tannot get without great labour, 
and therekoꝛe J map not kepe that dap 
boly-day,moze then other dayes. Then 
ſaid the Emperoꝛ: whp muſt thou haus 
theſe eight pence. Then ſaid the Smith: 
Jam bound to pay daily iw pence: & 
two pence J lend: and two pence 4 
I&ſe:and two pence J ſpend. Then ſaid 
the @mperour fell me moꝛe crp;eflp of 
theſe eigbt pence. Then ſaid the Smith: 
Jam bound euerp day fo pap two pence 
to my father, loꝛ when { was young, 


he ſpent daily two pence on me, which 


I am bound to pap him againe fo2 his 
ſuſtentation. 
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ſaſtentation. Alſo two pence. J lle on 


my wile. Then ſatd the Emper our why 
leeſeſt thou that two pence on thy wife: 
Then ſaid he. wher ſaw pe euer woman 


but ch had one of th eſe points:epther 


che is wilkull, oz contrary to her hul⸗ 
band, oz hot of complection,e therefoze 
that J giue her JI l#ſe, Alſo two pence 1 
lend to my lon, wherewith he is ſuſtai⸗ 
ned, that when J come to age t pouer tie, 
be map pap me againe two pence, like 
as J doe my father. Alſo J ſpend two 
pence on my ſelſe, in meat e dꝛinke, and 
that is little enaugh. The ſaid the Em⸗ 
perour, thou haſf anſwered well and 
wiſely. Not long after it befell' that the 
Emperoar died, e this Smith Focus, 


was choſen to be Emperour, becauſe | 


he ſpent bis eightpence ſo wilelp and 
ſo pꝛoſitably. And thus he ended his 
life in peace and reſt. 


The Morrall. 


Deere friends this Emperour is our 
bleſſed Sanioar Jeſas Ch2iff, which oz⸗ 
dained by his holp law that euery — 

| ſhould 
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Gould kep his holy Saboth dap. This 
Virgil that made this Image, is the bo⸗ 
ly Sholt: who eſtabliſheth among vs, 
Pꝛeachers to teach vertues, and to re⸗ 

zoue vices, and that ſhould not ſpare 
the poꝛ noz the rich. But now if a pꝛea⸗ 
cher ſhould ſap the truth againſt any 
man, hie ſhall be thꝛeatned by the ents 
mies of Chꝛiſt, that is, by enil men, that 
neither loue God noz man: wheretoze 
the Preachers map ſap now a dapes, 
that Poſey which was w2itten in the 
fozehead of the Image: Times be chan- 
ged from good to ill, and men be daily 
worſe : for who ſo would ſay the truth 
now a dayes, ſhall haue his head broken. 
Therefoze it is needfull thep be armed: 


that is, Pzeachers- ougbt to be;armed:; 


with vertuous examples of god like; :E; 
then they nerde not feare, becauſe they: 
haue the truth of God to ſtand by them 
acco2ding to the Apoſtles ſaping: Si deus 
nobiſcum quis contra nos? If God bg 

with vs who can be againſt vs? 
Bythis Smith Focus, is vnderſtod 
every god Chꝛiſtian man, who daily 
ſhoald ſpend þis time in redæming sf 
Q every 
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euerp houres trauaile with ſame p:ofif 
cozpozall oz ſpirituall, and then onght 
be to be pꝛeſenked befoze the heauenly 
Emperour. This Focus paid two pence 
to his father, & ſo we ſhould pay to our 
Father of heauen two pence, fhat is, 
donour 4 lone. Foz when we were the 
ehildzen of wzetchednefſe, and in bon⸗ 

dage, almightie Cod fent downe to the 
. earth bis Son fo redœme vs, attoꝛding 
to Selin the Cuangelift, ſaying £ Sic 
Deus dilexit mundum vt filium ſuum ve 
nigenitum daret pro mundo. Cod loued 
the wo2ld ſo well, that her gauehis one. 
ip begotten ſon foz the ſaluation of the 
wozld. Allo this Focus lent two pence 
to his ſonne : that is, enery Chziftian 
man ought to lend to the ſonne of God 
our Lo2d Jelus Cbꝛiſt, lrue and bnfat- 
ned faith, and fruit full god wozks and 
b&ds in our life, and hee will repap vs 
againe at the day ol dome, with his 


heauenlp mercy, when fcule and body | 


Gall be gloziſted: and that he is our b07 
ther, may be pꝛoued by the text of Efay, 
laping; Duet natus elt nobis, &c. A childe 


is bozn te vs. This Focus loſt two pence 
on 
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dn bis wife. This wife betokeneth the 
fleſh, vpon whom thou l&ſelt two pence, 


that is, bnlawfull loue and conſent fo 
ſinne: becauſe the fleſh is contrarpto the 
ſpirit, and is ener ſudicct to ſinne. This 
Focus alſo ſpent two pence on bimſelle, 
that is. by the firſt penny pe ſhall vnder⸗ 
ſtand penance done, in which the ſoule 
greatly delighteth in heauen, and there 
is glozifled And by the ſecond penny we 
maſt vnderſtand (he ſedfalſt perſeue⸗ 
rancein amendment of life, {oz he that 
abideth tmto the end ſhall be ſaued. And 
be that ſpendeth well theſe two pence, 
ſhall obfatne euerlaſting life. Unfo the 
which bzing vs our Tozd Jeſu Chzilt; 
Amen. 


The Argument; 


Man being blind throtizh ſin, and eithet 


by infirmitie of fraile fleſhʒor ſuggeſti> 

on, treſpalsing with euill & lewd com- 
pany,though God of his mercy be fa- 

uourable vnto him in his life time by 

reaſon of the foreſaid teſpect, yet if he 
accuſtomably walke on forward Fa 
E 2 1 
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_ this worldly wickedneſſe, his wilfull 
blindneſſe ſhall not excuſe him, but 
accuſe him in the day of iudgement, 
moſt grieuouſly to have offended 
God, in abuſing his mercy offered, & 
therfore the leſſe worthy to haue the 
reward of the {imple ſoule, that repen- 
tantly, yea, with modeſtie liueth to- 
ward the fruition of euerlaſting bliſſe. 


The 1 3. Hiſtorie, 


Ometime in Nome dwelt a noble 
DEmperour, which among all other 
bertues loued beſt mercie: wherefoze he 
82dained a law that enerp blinde man 
Gould haue an hundꝛed ſhillings by the 
pere of his freaſure. It befell on a day 
that certaine men came to a Tauerne to 
dzincke Mine, and after that theſe men 
bad fitten in the Cauerne thz& daies,the 
fourth day they were greatly in debt, foz 
their wine: wherefoze the Uintner cams 
to them and demannded monep fo? his 
Wine: Thon ſaid one of the dzinckers. 
Sirs, the @mperour hath made ſuch a 
law, that euerp blind man ſhall haue an 
hundꝛed 


— as wo $ c 8 


GBeſta Romanorum. 33 
hundꝛed ſhillings of his treaſure: theres 
foze let vs caſt lottes among vs, and fo 
whom the lot falleth, let his epes be put 
out, and ſo he map goe to the Emperoꝛs 
pallaice, and get an handzed ſhillings to 
diſcharge vs. Now this counſaile liked 
them well: ſo thep. caſt lots, and the lot 
fell on him that gaue the connſaile, and 
his fellowes immediatelp put out his 
epes. And when he was blinde he went 
to the Emperours pallaice, and aſked a 
hundzed ſhillings of the Steward, ac⸗ 
cozding to the @mperours decree. 

Deere friend ſaid the ſteward, thou 
didſt ſ& with both thine eies peſter- 
dap:and thou alſo vnderſtandeſt the lam 
amilſſe:fo2the law is made foz men that 
are blind thꝛongh infirmities, oz by the 
will of God, and peſterdap thou hadi 
thy ſight in the Tauerne, but wilfully 


thon halt loſt thy ſight:therefoꝛe goe to 


the tauern againe to thy fellowes 4 dil⸗ 
charge there what thou oweſt, foz here 
getteſt thou not a farthing. Then went 
this wzetched man fo2th, and tolde bis 
fellowes of the ſtewards anſwere; and 


with that came in the Uintner and 


C 3 dilpopled 
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diſpopled them of all their clothes, and 
bet them, and thus dꝛoue them with 
ſhame aut of the cittie, and ſo were they 
neuer aſter (ene there. 


The Morrall. 


Dere friends,this Emperour is our 
Sauiour Cbꝛiſt, who oꝛdained a Law 
that euerp blinde man ſhould have an 
hundꝛed ſhillings of his treaſure. This 
blinde man betokeneth enery ſinner, 
who ſinneth thzough infirmities o2 en- 
tiſing of the Dlucll, the mozld, and the 
fleſh, and (hall receiue an hundzcd ſhil⸗ 
lings, ił he be inwardlp repentant of his 
finnes:that is, be (hall haue an hundꝛed 
times moꝛe iop, accoꝛding to the Scrip⸗ 
ture laping: Centuplum accipites, & 
vitam eternam poſsidebi;is. Pe ſhall re- 
teiue an hundꝛed times mo2e top, if pee 
be repentant and turne from ſinne, and 
alſo pe ſhall haue euerlaſting life. Theſe 
men that came to the Tauern fo d2inke 
wine, be finners : who oltentimes 
＋ fo the Tanerne of dur aducrfary 
the Diuell, and dzinke of his caxnall 

appetites: 
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appetites, thatis, they there conſume 
and waſt away all ſpicituall vertues, 
which they recetoed when they receined 
the ſacrament of Bapfiſme, wherefoze 
the diuell our enimie diſpoileth them of 
all their god derds that euer they haue 
wꝛought befoze. They call lots, that is, 
they caſt among them the caſfome of 
ſin, and this lot of ſin falleth on ſach as 
are bnthanklull and mertileſſe, and ſuch 
a man wilfully becommeth blinde, that 
is,he becommeth wilfully a foule ſinner 
linke Ivdas, that betraped our Lozd with-s 
ont any ſuggeſtion oz intiſing:and ther⸗ 
loꝛe ſuch men ſin molt grieuouſip. When 
they come befoze the Steward, that 
is, befoze the Pꝛelates of the Church. 
they cannotlightly obtaine the topes of 
heauen,becauſe thep be not in the right 
way to leaue their ſinne. 

Thereloꝛe let vs ſtudp with all dili- 
gence, to pleale God, that wee map ob⸗ 
taine euerlaſting life, which is laid vp 
in ſtoꝛe fo; all thoſe that line modeſtly, 
Taking fo2 the eternall ſaluation. Unto 
which bzing vs our Lozd Jeſus Chaiſt. 


Amen. 
G4 The 
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The Argument. 


Ac certaine vow of loue being made be- 
tweene the Soule of euery faithfull 
Chriſtian,and Ieſus Chriſt : wee are 
to conſider the mercifull and gracious 
couenant of God toward the faithful, 
and to be carefull of this couenant, & 
we are to ſtudy to performe our yow; 
ſo as wee at the prefixed day of pro- 
miſe being vndefiled, may thereby 

purchaſe the promiſed place of euer- 

laſting glory, prepared for all them 
that ſeeke the glory of God, & their. 
foules health. 


The 14. Hiſtorie. 


N Rome ſometime dwelt a mighty 
. ACtmperenr, named Philomius, who 

had one onelp daughter, who mas faire 
and gracious in the ſight of cnerp man, 
who had to name Aglaes. There was 
alſo in the Emperours palace a gentle 
knight that loued dearlp this Ladp. It 
deten after vpon à dap, that this knight 
talked 
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- falked with this Lady, and ſecrefly vt⸗ 
- fered his deſire vnto her. Then ſhe ſaid 


courteonſly, ſ&ing pou have bttered to 
me the ſecrets of pour heart: 4 will likes 
wiſe,fo2 pour loue, vtter to pon the ſe- 
trets of my hart, and truely J (ap that 
abone all other, I lone you beff. * 
Then ſaid the Knight,J purpoſe fo 
viſit the holy Land, and thercfo2e 'gine 
me pour frouth, that this ſeauen pre 


pee ſhall take no other man, but onely 


foz my loue fo tarry ſoꝛ me ſo long, and 
if A come not againe by this day ſeauen 
peere,then take what man yon like beſt. 
And likewiſe J pꝛomiſe pon that with⸗ 


in this ſeauenſpcre J will take no wife. 
Then laid ſhe, this conenant pleaſeth 
ms well. UUhen this was ſaid, each of 
| them was betrothed to other, ꝝ then this 


Knight toke his leaue of this lady,and 
went to the holy land. Shoztlp after the 
Emperour freated with the King of 
Þungary fo2 the marriage ol his daugh- 

ter. Zhen came theking of Hungarie 
fo the Emperours pallate ts ſ& his 
daughter, and when he had ſ&@ne her. he 


| liked meruailous well her beauty and 


ber 
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her godneffe,ſs that the Emperour ad 
the King were accoꝛded in all things as 
touching the marriage, vpon the condi⸗ 


tion that the Damſell meuld conſent, 


Then called the Emperour the young | 


Ladp fo him, s laid: my faire daugh 


ter, I haue pꝛouided foz the that a Ming 
chall be thy husbang if the lit to con- | 
ſent, therſoꝛe tell me what anſwere thou 


wilt gine fo this. 
Chen ſaid ſhe to her Father, it plea- 


ſeth me well: but of ene. thing dere a |. 


ther J pou beſ&ch,ifit might pleaſe pou 


to graunt me fo? the lone of God, 1 


haue auowed mp chaſtitic onely to God 
koꝛ this ſeauen ptere, therefoze dere fa - 


8 beſ&ch pau fo; all the loue that | 


wene pour gracions father-hod 
— me, that ve name no man to be my 
bus band til this ſeauen peer be ended, : 
tben J ſhall be ready in all things to fol 
fill pour wil. Then laid the Cmperoor, 
ſith it is ſo that thon wilt haue no hul⸗ 
band this ſeauen peere,J will not bꝛeak 
thy bom. but when theſe ſeauen peercs 
be paſled, thou ſhalt haue the king of 
Pungarp to thy huſband. 5 
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And then the Emperoꝛ ſent foꝛth his 


letters to the king of Hungarp, pꝛaping 
bim, it it might pleaſe him to abide ſea 
nen pære fo2 the lone of his daughter, 


and then hee ſhould ſpeed without faile, 
Herewith the king was pleaſed, 4 con- 
tent to ſap the pꝛomiſed dap. 

And when theſe ſeauen peres wert 
ended ſane a dap, the poung Ladp fob 
in her chamber window and wept ſo2e; 
ſaping; Woe and alas, as to mozrow 
my lone pꝛomiſed to be with me againe 
from the holy lan d. and alſo the King of 
Hungary to mozrow will be here foz to 
marry me, atcoꝛding to my fathers p20s 
mile, g if my lone come not at a tertaine 
houre, then am J btterly deteined ol the 
inward loue of him. | 

Mhen the dap came, the King hated 
foward the Emperoꝛ with a great com- 


panp fo marry his daughter. and was 


ropally arayed in purple. And while the 
king as riding on his way there tamt 


1 riding by bim, to whom he 
ſaid : 


"Deere friend whence art thor, and 
whence commeſt thou: The Lnight 
«y anlwered 
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anſwered and ſaid:J am of the Empire 
of Kome, 4 now am latelp come from 
the holp land,and am ready fo doe poy 
the beſt ſernice J can. And as thep rode 


talking by the wap, it began to raine 


ſo faſt, that all the Kings apparrel wag 
ſoze wette. Then laid the knight: 
my Lo2d,pe haue done fwliſhlp, fe; as 


much as pe bꝛought not with pon pour | 
houſe. Then faid the king:why ſpeakeſ} | 


thou ſo2mp houſe is large and b2oad « 
made of tones and mozter, how ſhould: 
I then b2ing with me mp houſe : thon 
ſpeakeſt like a fole, When this wag 
ſaid, they rode on till they came fo a 


great depe water, and the king ſmote | 
bis hozſe with his ſpurs, and leapt ints 
the water, ſo that he was almoſt dzow- | 


ned.UUhen the Knight ſaw this, e was 
auer on the other ſide'of the water 
Without perill, he ſaid fo the Ring: ye 
were in perill, and therefoze pe did ſw⸗ 
liſhlp, becanſe pe bzonght not with pon 
pour 1Bzidge. Then ſaid the king: thou 
ſpeakeft ſtrangelp, mp bꝛidge is made 
of lime and ſtone, E containeth in quan⸗ 
titie moze then halfe a mile, how __ 
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1 then beare with me my bzidge-there- 
foze thou ſpeakeſt foliſhly. Well ſaid 
the Knight : my folifhneſſe may turne 
the to wiſedome. Mhen the King had 
ridden a little farther, - h& asked the 
Knight what time of the dap it was. 
Then ſaid theKnight:if any man haue 
liſt to eate, it is time of the dap ta cate, 
and therefoze my reuerent Lo2d J p2ay 
you to take a modicome with me: o: 
| that is no diſhonour to you, but great 
hanour to me,befoze the &taftes of this 


Empire. Then ſaid the King, J will 


gladly eate with the. They ſate both 
downe in a fapꝛe Uine-garden, and 
there dined both together the King k 


the knight. And when dinner was done, 


+ & that the king had wached, the knight 


> ſaid to the King. Pp Lozd quoth ha, pe 
haue done felifhly, (oz that ye bꝛougbt 
not with you pour father and mother. 
Then ſatd the king: what ſapeſt thou⸗ 
my father is dead, and my. mother is 
old, and map not trauaile, how ſhould 
I then bzing them with mer; thereſoze 

fo ſap the truth, a foliſher man then 
| thou art did J neuer ſ&, 

Then ſald the Knight, euerp woꝛk is 


pꝛailed 
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piaited at the end. When the Knight | 
had ridden a little farther, and was nie k 


the Emperours pallace, de alked leaue 
to goe from him; fo2 he knew a nearer 
way to tbe pallate, to the young Lady; 
that he might come firſt and carrp het 
away with him. Then ſato the King; 
A p:ap thee ſir tell inte by what place 
purpoſclt fhou to ride. Then ſaid the 
Nnigbt, J ſhall teil you truth, this day 
ſeauen p&>re J left a net in a place. and 
now J purpoſe to viſit it, and dzaw if 
to me, ꝛ if it be whole tben will J take 
it to me, and k pe it as a pzecivus Jews 
tll, but it it be bꝛoken then J will leauc 
it: and when he had ſaid what he litt, 
he toke his leaue of the king and rade 


fozth,and the king kept the bꝛoad high | 


Wap. 
ehen the Emperour heard of the 
Kings comming, bee went toward him 


with a great company, and ropallp res | 


teined him;coufing him to thift his wet 


clothes, and on put on freſh apparrell, | 


And when the Emperour and the king 


were let to meate, the Emperour wel- | 


commed him with all the chere * 
a 
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that her could. And when he had dined, 
the Emperour asked kidings of the 
King. Py Loꝛd ſatd het, J thall tell pou 
what J heard this day by the way. 
There came a knight to me, and rene- 
rentlp ſaluted me, and anon alter there 
came a great raine, and greatſp ſpopled 
my apparrell, and anon the knight ſaid, 
ſir, thou hai done foliſhlp, ſoꝛ that thou 
bzoughtl> not with thee typ hotiſe. Then 
ſaid the Emperour what clothing had 
the knight on. A cloake;quoth the king. 
Then ſaid the Emperour : fozſwth that 
was a wiſe-nian, fo2 the houſe whereof 
he ſpake, was a cloake, and therefoze he 
ſaid to pou that pe did folifhlp; het auſe 
pou came withont pour cloake; foz if 


- pou had bꝛought with pou a tloak, then 


had not pour cloaths bene ſpoiled with 
raine. Then ſaid the king, when we had 
ridden a little farther, we came to a 
depe water, A (mote my hoꝛſe with my 


ſpurres, and J was almoſt dzowned,F 


he ſtod on the other ſide of the water, 
and found no perill, and then ſaid har fo 
me, pe did foliſhlp;fo2 ihat pe bzought 
not with pou pour bzidge, Uerelp = 
| £ 
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the @mperovur he ſaid truth: foꝛ he cal 
led the bzidge pour Squires that ſhould 
haue rioden befoze pau and aſſayed the 
derpeneſſe of the water. Then laid the 
King, we rode further, and at the laſt he 
pꝛaped me fo dine with him, and when 
we had dined, he ſaid: 3 did vnwiſely, be 
cauſe. I bzonght not with mer my Fas 
ther and mother. Truelp ſaid the @m- 
perour:ha was a wiſe man and laid 
ruth: loꝛ be called pour father and mo⸗ 
ther, bead and wine and other vicuals, 
Then ſaid the Ring wer rode further x 
anone alter, he asked mer leaue to-goe 
from me, and 7 asked diligently. whi⸗ 
ther he went. And hes anſwered againe, 
and ſald; this dap ſeaven pare J left 
a et in a pꝛiuie place, and now J will 
ride to ſcs it, and if it be bzoken o2 tozne 
then will J leave it, and if it be as J 
lelt it, then ſhall it be vnto me right p2e- 
tious Mhen the Emperour heard this, 
he cryed with a loud bopte, and ſaid: O 
pe my Anights and ſeruants come po 
with mee ſpeedily buto my daughters 
chamber: foz ſothlp that is the Met ol 
which he — And fozthwilb his 

knights 
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knights and his ſernants went vnto his 
danghters chamber and found her not, 
foz the fozeſaid knight had taken her 
with him. 
And thus the king was deceined of 
the dainſell, And he went home againe 
to his owne country athamed. * 


The Morall, 

Dare friends this Emperour is our 
Lo2d Jeſu Chꝛiſt, and this faire daugh⸗ 
ter, is euerlaſting life, the which the 
Emperour had ozdained fo: Kings, 
knights, 4 other men. The knight that 
loued this poung Ladp, is euerp god 
Chziſtian ſoule, which holdeth himſclſe, 
not woꝛthy to come info the ſight of 
God, vnto luch top as the Apoſtle ſaith: 
Non ſunt condigni paſsione huius tem- 
poris ad futuram gloria: the ſufferings 
of this time are not wozthy to attaine 
bnto the glozp that is to come. This 
knight was ſeanen pe&eres abſent from 


his loue:like as a god Chꝛiſtian man al 


the dates of his life ſhould labo2 4 tranel 
in fulfilling the ſeauen wozks of mercy. 
* the King that came without a 
cloake 
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cloake in the raine, is fo be bnderſf@od 
ſome mightie men of this wozld which | 
haue cloathes to couer all their other 
cloathes. Bp this cloake is bnderſtod 
charitte, as the Apoſtle ſayeth, Charitas 
cooperit multitudinem peccatorum, 
Charitie couereth the multitude of ſins. 
yt many men haue not this cloake, 
wherefoꝛe thep be wet in the raine of 
Pꝛide, Auarice and Lecherp. 

This king alſo was almoſt dzowned 
becauſe he lacked his 1B2idge, that is 
perfect Fafth. Foz wee ſ& daily that 
there map no man paſſe over a great 
water bꝛoad t depe withont a Bꝛidge, 
oꝛ ſome other thing that is able to beare | 
him: Right,ſo without Faith it is im⸗ 
poſſible to pleaſe God: foz Chzilt ſaith, 
Si habueritis fidem ſicut granum ſina- 
pis poteritis,&c. If yt have faith as a 
graine of muſtard, then map per ſap fo 
the hils remwue out of pour places, and 
they ſhall remone. But many ol vs 
now a daies haue very f&ble Faith, 
and therefoze they ſhal ſodainly falliy- 
to the elay of deſperation, and by dead⸗ 


ly ſirhes,oftentimes offend God, Alſo 
this 
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4 
this Bing had not brought with him 
bis father and his mother. By the fa 
ther which is cauſe of generation, is 
bnderſtofd humilitte , without which 
there is no vertue in any man. And 
thereto accozdeth Saint Gregory, ſap- 
ing: Qui cæieris virtutes fine f umilitate 
congregat. &c. Y& that gathereth all 


other vberfnes without Yamilitie, is 


like a man that caſteth duſt into the 
wind. Mis mother. betokeneth hope, 
therefoze he that will obtaine euerla⸗ 
ſting life, him behoueth to haue the 
cloake of Charitie, the bzidge of Faith, 
a Father of makeneſſe, and a mother 
of Hope, as the Apoſtle ſaith : Spe ſalui 


facti ſumus. Alſo this Knight went the 


narrow way, and the King the bzoad 
wap. Foz he that.will be ſaued, it beho- 
neth him to goe a ſtraight way, that is, 
the wap of faſting, almes derds, chaſti⸗ 
tie and repentance. Df the which way 
ſpeaketh the Apoſtle, Sricta eſt via quæ 
ducit ad vitam eternam. The way is 
ſtraight that leadeath to euerlaſting life. 
But many. men goe the other way 
which leadeth to hell, that is, by the wap 

; F 2 of 


The Hiſtorie of 


of flechly luſt, and ſuch men goe out of 
the way of enerlaſting life. Therefo;e 
ſeudp we to walke the narrow wap that 
thereby wer may obtaine enerlaſting 
life. | 


TheArgument. 


¶ By this hiſtory is figured as appeareth 
in the moral, the ſoule of euery good 
Chriſtian, held of him as his daugh- 
ter. But being ſeduced, caricd away, 
and defiled by Sathan ber fowle eni- 
mie, ſhee is reduced by the help and 
voaliant prowes of her heauenly cham- 
— Chriſt Ieſus vnto her former ha- 
itation. Vet man being vngratefull to 
his redeemer forgetteth his duty, and 
for good rewardeth euill to his cham- 
pion Chriſt Ieſus, deliuering him to be 
iudged by the Law as an offender: but 
when the Champion auoucheth what 

e hath done for man and his Soulc, 
then is hee with ſhame of his ingrati* 
tude conſtrained to haue remorſe, 
and to call for grace to repent and a- 
mend his life, that by the death of his 
| champion 
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champion Chriſt, he may obtaine life 


euerlaſting. 
The 15. Hiſtory. 


Ometime dwelled in Rome a noble 

Emperour named Agias, which 
had retianeing vnto him a Knight 
called Gerard, which was a wozthy 
UWatrionr, neuertheleſſe h& was as 
meke as a Lambe inthe Emperonrs 
Court, but in the field hee was like a 

pon. | 

This Emperour had a faire dangh- 
ter, whom the ſlrong e mightie Earle 
of Paleſter carrped perfozce away and 
defiled, neuer theleſſe it diſpleaſed msze 
the Emperoꝛ the defiling of his daugb⸗ 
ter, then the carrying of her awap, 


wherefoze he called bntohim his coun⸗ 


ſell and ſaid. Deere friends the violence 
done to me in deflow2ing of mp daugh⸗ 
ter is not bnkinowne fo vou: and ther. 
foze J purpoſe to gine battaile fo the 
_ Earle:wherefozeJ pꝛap pon fo be reas 
dy at a dap, that pe map pzocc&ede with 
mer in battatls, And thep ſayd, Sir, 
— we 
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we be ready to liue and dpe with pou 
in battaile. $ 

When the appointed dap of batfaile 
came, thep met in both ſides, and a cru⸗ 
ell ſharp confl:i&> was pꝛoſecuted on both 
ſides, and all that were ofthe Emperoꝛs 
part were ſlaine. And as the Emperour 
himſelfe (ould haue bene foꝛzceablp aſs 
fapled, the knight Gerard put himſelfe 
among the enupics befoze the Cmpe- | 
rour, and fonght manfullp, and lo the 
Emprtoor cſcaped, and the Knight a- 
boad 613d cw the Carle, ncuertheleſſe 
this night had diners wounds. Not⸗ 
withſtanding this he aboad ſtill, till the 
blood ranne downe fo his fote. 

And when the enimies ſaw that the 
Earle was (lame, they fled, and the 
Knght with his people followed on the 
- Chaſe fill her came to the place where 
the Emperours daughter was, and led 
her with hum. And thus with triumph 
and victozp he returned againe fo the 
Emperour. Fo2 the which victozy and 
reobtaining of the Emperours dangh- 
ter he was greatly pꝛaiſed of all people. 
Not long after it befcll that this knight 

had 
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bad a laute to the Emperours court, 
wherefoze the Knight came vnto the 
Emperour and pꝛaped him mekelp to 
be fauourable to his canſe, and further. 
moꝛe he pꝛayed him fo doe reaſon tou 
ching his honeſt demand. 

Mhen the Emperour had heard him, 
he called fo him a Juſtice and ſaid. Sir, 
our will is, that pou perfozme all equt- 
tie vnto this knight. And when the 
knight heard this, he cryed with a loud 
voice: Alas, alas, who euer heard of 
ſuch an Emperour⸗ thou wert, ſaid her, 
in battaile, where thy head ſhould haue 
bene ſmitten off, and Jin mine owne 
perſon and none other man put my ſelfe 
in topardy fo2 the, and ſaued the, and 


now thon haſt aſſigned another man 


fo be Judge in my cauſe:alas that euer 
thou wert bozne. And with that wozd 
the knight put off all his clothes 4 ſhew 


ed his wounds that hee had receiued in 


the battaile, vnto all the men that were 
there pꝛeſent, and laid. Loe, what J 
haue ſuffered foz the, oh Emperour, 
I did put none other man in imp ſtead, 


and now thou aſſigneſf an other man 
F 4 in 


© n 


T he Hiſtorie of 


in my cauſe. Sothlp,J ſay te the, that 
J neuer ſerued ſuch a Lo2d befoze. 

When the Emperour heard this, be⸗ 
ing almoſt confounded in himſelfe, he 
ſaid: O dere friend,all that thou ſapeſt 
is truth, thou ſauedſt mee from death, 
thou didſt reobtaine mp daughter a⸗ 
gaine, and foꝛ my ſake thou haſt ſuffe⸗ 
red many wounds. Uerelp it is right 
that J in my owne perſon come dolune 
and make an end of thy caule, ſo as may 
be iop and honour fo the. 

And then tbe Emperoz laboured bn- 
filp in this matter, and made thereof an 
end, actoꝛding to the Knights requeſt: 
wherefoze all men greatly commended 
the Emperour. 


The Morall. 

Dere friends this Emperour map 
be called euerp Chaiftian man, oꝛ elſe all 
mankind, which had a faire daughter, 
that is to ſap, the ſoule, made to the ſi- 
militude of God. This Earle betokes 
ncth the Diuell, which carrieth away 
and deflow2eth by ſinne the ſonle of 
man th:zongh eating ol the fruit of the 

fozbidden 
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fozbidden Tree: wherefoze all mankin® 
was in thzaldome, till a ſtrong and valf* 
ant knight came and put himlelfe on the 
Croſſe to ſuffer death, as a Redeemer of 
mankinde from the Dinell. Foz ik that 
had not bene, wer had all bene parta⸗ 
kers of thzaldome euerlaſtingly: and 
this knight reduced and reobtained the 
Soule of man bus the Church, where⸗ 
ſoꝛe he ſuffered many great wounds in 
his body. And now this Knight, that is, 
our Lo2d Jeſu Chzilt hath a matter fo 
doe among vs, that is, to finde in vs 
perfect faith: wherefoze he calleth on vs 
dailp that we ſhould be ready at all 
| times: ſaying thus in Apocalipſe the 3. 
Ecce ſto ad oſtium & pulſo : ſi quis mi- 
hi apperuerit introibo & cenibo: that is, 
Loe J ſtand and knocke at the doze, if 
any man will open to me J will come 
in and ſop with him. But many men 
doe as the Emperour did, the which 
appointed the Knight another Judge 
then himſelfe, Foz now a dapes there 
be ſome men that will doe no Repen⸗ 
tance fo2 the loue of him which allig⸗ 
ned no other man but himlelfe to fight 

fo; 
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fo2vs. And therfoze againſt vnthank- 
fall perſons it ſhall be ſaid thus. Loe he 
ſuffered foz vs en the Croſle,diſpoyled 
of all his clothing, and ſheweth to vs all 
bis wounds that he ſoffered. 9 
Be we therefoze thankfull vnto God 
foz his graces,and be content that we 
may ſuffer foz his loue ſome (ozrow- 
full repenfance. oz he that ſaffereth 
paine fo2 the lone of God in this life, 
ſhall receine an hundꝛed times mozere- 
ward in the lie everlaſting, vnto the 
which our Lozd Jeſus bzing all man- 
kind. Amen. 


The argument. 


The ſoule of man is here warned to eſ- 


chew. the pleaſant baites and ſubtill 1 
to craft of the diuel, that ſhe yeeld not | 


his allurements, leſt he get the vantage . 
of this mortall courſe from her, and 


bereatic her of her joycs in the life io 
come. 


The 16. Hiſtory. 
T Here dwelt ſometimes in Rome a 


wittie Emperour named Pompey, 
; which 
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which had a fapze Daughter called 
Aglas. This daughter had many ver⸗ 
tues aboue all other women ok that 
Empire. Fir ſt, ſheœ was faire and gra- 
cious in the ſight of enerp man: She 
was alſo ſwift in running, that no 
man might oucrtake her by a great 


| ſpace. U hen the Emperour bnderfiod 


theſe two bertnes 4n bis Daughter, he 
was right topfull: wherefoze he pꝛoclai- 
med th2oughont all his Empire, that 
what man poꝛe oz rich, would runne 


with his Danghfer, ſhould haue ber to 


wife, with great riches, if he might o- 
ner runne her, and come ſoner fo the 


marke then ſh&, andifſhe ouer-runne 
him and came ſoner to the marke then 
he. his head ſhould he ſmitten off, 

» When the States of that Empire, as 
Dakes⸗Earles, Barons and Knights 


heard this crp, thep offered themſelnes 
on after and other fo runne with her, 
but euer this young Lady oner-ran 
them all, whereſoꝛe they loſi their heads 
accozding to the Law. That time there 
was a poꝛe man dwelling in Rome, 
which thought within himlelfe, J am 

| a 
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à poꝛe man, and come of poꝛe kindzed ; 
there is made a common cry that what 
man ſoeuer can ouer- run the Emperoꝛs 
Daughter by any wiſe, ſhall be pꝛo⸗ 
moted to great honour and riches:thers 
foze if J might oner-come her by any 
manner of wap, J ſhould not onelp be 
pꝛomoted fo great honour, but alſo all 
mp kindzed. This poze man pꝛouided 
bimſelfe of thace Jewels, wherebp her 
might win her. 

Firſt, he made a garland of red Ros 
ſes and white.Secondlp,he made a fair 
Girdle of Silke, cunninglp wꝛonght. 
CTbirdly, h made a Purſſe of ſilke, 
imbꝛodered with pꝛetious ſtones, and 
within the Purſſe was a Ball of thie | 
colours, and vpon this Purſſe was 
w2ought this Poſte. Who playeth with 
me,ſhall never be weary of my play, 

Then put he theſe th:& things in his 
boſome, and went fo:th to the Pallate⸗ 
gate, crping and ſaping: Come foꝛth 
fapze Lady, ſo: I am ready fo runne 
with you, and to fulfill the Law in all 
things. 

When the Emperour heard this. he 

commanded 
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commanded his Daughter to run with 
him, This young Lady went fo her 


chamber-window,e when ſhe law him, 


the deſpiſed him, and ſaid;J haue oner- 


come many wozthp nights, and now + 


muſt I run with a churle⸗ neuertheleſſe 
1 will fulfill mp Fathers Commande⸗ 
ment. 

Anon the Damſell araped her foz fo 
run with him. And at the laſt, ſhey ran 
together, and within ſhozt "ſpace the 
Darmſell gat farre befoze him. | 

When this Jugler ſab this, he thzew 
fozth his garland of flowers befoze her. 
And when the Damſell beheld and ſaw 
that, ſhe ſtoped downe and foke it bp, 


\ and ſet it vpon her head, and that while 


te Jugler went afoze her. But when 


this poung Damſell (aw this, ſhe wept 
ſoꝛe, and foꝛ ſozrow ſhee thꝛew the gar⸗ 


land into a difch, and ranne after him, 


and at laſt ſhe ouer-toke him, and liſt 
bp her right hand, and gaue him a bul⸗ 
let, ſaping: abide thon wzetch,tit beſee⸗ 


meth not thy fathers ſon to haue mer to 


wife. And then this Lady did ouer · run 


him, e went befoze him a great ſpace. 
And 
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And when the Jugler ſaw this, he ſok® 
the girdle out of his boſome, and th:ew 
it befoze her. And when ſhe ſaw that, 
ſhe [fonped downe and foke it vp, and 


girded her therewith,and the while the 


Jugler gat befoze her againe. Now 
mhen ſhe ſaw that, ſhe was vered, and 
toke the girdle and with her teth tare 
it in th2& pieces, and then thꝛew it from 
her, and then ſhe ranne faſt after him, £ 
at the laſf onerfoke him, and then ſhe 
cane him a great blow ſaping: O wꝛelch 
thinkeſt thon to onercome me, and with 
that ſhe ranne befoze him againe. The 
Jugler was lie and ſubtill and kept the 
Purſſe till they were nere the marke, 


then he thꝛew it befoze her, & anone ſhe 
ſtouped downe and foke it vp,and ope⸗ 
ned it, and toke ont the Ball, and read 


the Poſte,who playeth with me ſhall ne- 


ver be weary of my play. And the began 


foplay and continned ſo long in plaping 
till that the Jugler was befoze her at the 
marke. And thus he wanne the Cmpe- 
rours daughter. | | 


The 
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The Miorrall "Mr; 
-Dere friends this Emperour i is our 
Hauiour Chutſt; and bis faire Daugh⸗ 
ter is the ſoule ol man, which was made 


- eleane with the water of baptiſme, and 


as alſo [wifft in running, that is, in 
tue, while that ſhe was in cleannes, ſo 
that no deadly finne might ouer com her. 
This Jugler that is ſo ſubtill and 


traltie is the Dinell, the which ſtudieth 
- dap and night to deceive innocents. Be 
pꝛouideth him of th& things. Firſt, ol 


the garland, Which befokeneth P21de, 
foz why a garland of flowers is not ſet 
bpon the arme, no2 bpon the fote, but 


| bpon the head, that it map be ſœne : ſo 


pzide would be ſene. Mherekoze Saint 


8 Auguſtine ſaith : Quemcunq, ſuper bum 


videris, filium Diaboli dicere non dubitesʒ 
that is, when thon ſeff a pꝛoude man 
doubt not to cal him the child of the diuel 
Doe thou thcrefoze as the Maiden did 
be angry at thy ſinnes, and caſt off the 


garment of Piide, into the ditch of Re- 


pentance, and ſo ſhalt thou giue the diuel 
a great buffet, and ouertome him. 
5 Euf 


Fhe Hiſtorie of 


But when this Jugler, that is, our 
ghoſtly enemie,the dinell,ſ&th himſelfe 
onercome in one ſinne, then he returneth 
and tempteth a man in another ſinne, 
caſteth befoze man the girdle of Lechery, 
And alas ther be manp girded with this 
girdle of 'Lechery : ot the which girdle 
ſpeaketh S. Gregorie, ſaping : Girde we 
our loynes with the girdle of Chaſtitie, 
for whoſocuer is girt with this girdle (hal 
not leeſe the hope of life. 

Then caſteth this Jugler (that is, the 
Dinell) the Purſſe with the Ball. The 
Purlſe that is open abone and cloſe bn- 
der, betokeneth the hart, which euermoze 
ſhould be cloſe in the bottome againſt 
earthly things, and open abone to hea» | 
genlp iop:and the two rings that ope⸗ 
neth and ſhutteth the Purſe betokeneth 
the lone of God and of our neighbours. 
The Ball which isroundand moneable 
fo euerp part of his difference, betoke⸗ 
neth conefiſe, which moneth ener both 
in poung and in old, and therefo2e the 
Poſep was true that was w2ought on 
the Purſſe: Who lo plapeth with me | 
that is, with Conctonines,thall 2 be 

atiſfie 
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fafiſfied. Therefoze ſaith Seneca, Cum 


omni peccata ſeneſcunt, ſola cupiditas iu. 
ueneſcit: TUhen that all fins ware old, 
then Conefouſnes onely wareth ponng. 
Therefozelet vs taks he&d that weplap 


not with this ball of Couetoulneſſe, and 


then without doubt wee ſhall obtaine, 
thzongh the merits of Chꝛiſt, the bliſſe of 
heauen that neuer ſhall end. Ants the 
which he bzing bs that ſhed his pꝛecious 
blood foz bs. Amen. 


The Argument. 


Thepreaching of Gods word, and euery 
good prayer, is a ſweet ſounding me- 
lodie in the eares of God, and hath a 
promiſed reward of God, yet there is 
now and then ſtirred vp in vs, ſome 
let thereof by our whilNng aduerſarie 
the Diuell, and wee are hundred for a 
time, vntill by the providence ef God 
godly Preachers be ſent forth, which 
with the hooke of Geds word doe 
winne againe the loſt felicitie, and ſo 
receuer the fall of ſuch ſoules as were 
ſeduced and led awry, into the ioyfull 

G and 


The Hiftorieof 
and perpetuall fellowſhip of the blef. 


ſed Angels in heauen, 
The 17. Hiſtory, 


Ometime dwelled in Rome a noble 
Emperour and a wiſe named The- 
odoſius, which loued greatly the 
Muſicke of the Harp, and likewiſe the 
paſtime of hunting. Jt befell vpon a dap 
as the Emperour hunted in a Fozreſt, 
be heard a (wet nopſe of a Yarpe, ſo 
that thzough the \ weetnefſe thereof be 
was almoſt ranitſhed of his wits,wher- 


foze he ſought about the Foꝛreſt to find 


that meledie, and at the laſt hee eſpyed 
at the end of the Fozreſf a poꝛe man 
fitting beſive a water plaping on a Harp 


fall Twertly. Then ſaid the Emperour, 
god friend, pꝛocedeth this melodp from 
thy Þarpe, oꝛ no: The poꝛe man an- 
\wered and ſaid: Py reverend Lozd, J 
halli tell yau the truth. Here beſide this 
water my Mie, my childe, and J have 
dwelt this thirtie peeres, and God hath 
ginen mee ſuch a gift, that when J play 


on.mp Yarp, I make ſuch melody — 
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the Fiſhcs of this wafer come out fo my 
hand, ſo that therewith my Wife, mp 
childe, and J haue bene ſuſtapned in 


great plentp. But alas, lometime on the 


otherſide of this water there commeth a 
whiſtler, & he whiſtleth ſo wertlp that 
manp times the Fiſhes fozſake me and 
goe to him: therefoze mp reuerend Lo2d 
I crane pour help againſt this whiſtler. 
Then ſaid the Emperour, J ſhall gine 
ther god help: haue here in my pure 
a golden hoke, which 1 will giue ther, 

fake it and binde it faſf to the end of a 
rod, and put a Wozme vpon the hoke, 
then caſt thy rod into the water, play 
bpon thy harpe, e when thou perceiueſt 
the fiſh to bite on the baite, dzaw them 
bp to the land with that hole, and then 
his whittling ſhall not auaile.When the 
poze man heard this he reiopced greatly 


and did as he had taught tzim. And when 
this poꝛe man began fo plap vpon his 


Yarpe the fiſhes came to the baite and 
then he foke them vp with bis hoke, 
and liued therebp in better eſtate long 
time and at the laſt he ended his liſe in 


peace and reſt. 
G2 The 


8 The Hiſtoric of 


| The Morrall. 

Derre friends, this Emperour befo- 
keneth our Lozd Jeſus Chziſt, which 
greatly delighteth to hunt the ſonle of | 
mankinde in the foꝛreſt, that is the holy 
Church. Þe loneth alſo the mclodie of 
the Harp, that is, he loneth much thoſe 
that teach the holy woꝛd of God. This 
poze man that ſat by the water ſide be⸗ 
fokeneth the Pzelates of the Church, 
and the Pzeachers of the woꝛd of God, 
which ought to be alwaies reſident in 
their charge, and nof in the wozld, fhat | 
is, they ſhould not ſef their delight in | 
wozldlp things. The Pzeachers ought | 
to haue the Barpe of holp Scripture, F 
wherewith they map p2aiſe and honour } 
God, and alſo therewith dzaw out of 
this wo2ld the ſinners. @Therefoze ſaith 
the Plalmiſt thus: Praiſe the Lord vp- | 
on the Harpe, ſing to the Lord with a 
Pſalme of thanks giuing. 9 S. 6. 

But now a dapes the Pꝛeacher may 
ſap, alas: foz when 4 p2each 4 teach the 
bolp Scripture,the Diuell commeth and 


whilkeleth ſo l we&tly, that theſinners 
dzaw 
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dꝛaw fo him, will not heare the woꝛzd 
of God, but they turne themſelues onely 
to the delight ol ſinne. The Dinell de⸗ 
teiueth alſo mankinde by diners waies. 
Firſt in the time of Pꝛeaching he ma ⸗ 
keth ſome to flepe, and them that her 
cannot make to ſlepe, he cauſeth them to 
talke x clatter, and them that he cannot 
make to clatter, be maketh them ſo dull , 
that they cannot bnderſftanv what the 
Pꝛeacher ſaifh ,and them that he cannot 
beguile · by theſe meanes, he putteth in 
them huſineſſe, and cauſeth them to goe 
out of the Church. 
Behold how manp wapes the diuell 
bath to deceine mankinde, and to let the 
wozd ot Gad. Therefoze euerp Pꝛelate 
and euerp Pꝛeacher onght to haue the 
golden hoke of Gods woꝛd againſt this 
| | Wwhilkeling, by which they map dzaw 
, | ſinners ont of this wozld bp to heauen. 
| Unto the which bzing bs our Lozd Je- 


G3 The 
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The Argument. 


Mans ſoule, the daughter of our Sauiour, 
is right deere vnto him, and though he 
be carefull for the confirming of her in 
ſtate of ſincere life, yet ſhe is ſeduced 

; by the ſuggeſtion of the fleth, which 
being a grieuous ttanſgreſſor, is yet by 
e earnelt repentance and amendement 
of life, brought by the ſoule vnto du- 
tifull obedience towards God & man, 
- that thence forwards fo continuing, 
they together may be pertakers of e- 
uerlaſting bleſſedneſſe. 


T be 18. Hiſtorie, 


Here dwelt ſometime in Rome a 
mightie Emperour, named Po- 

le mus, which had but one childe, 
a Davghter, whom he loued ſo much, 
that dap and night ſhe was guarded 
with armed Knights : and oner thoſe- 
Knights he ozdapned a Controuler, 
to inſtrud them hab they ſheuld doe. 
Be ozdained alſo a Steward foz to 
guide 
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guide his houfehold. And when all this 
was done, on a night as he lay in his bed 
he relolued that he would goe viſit the 
holp Land. And when all things was 
readp fo; his iournep acco2ding to his 
deſire, he called vnto him his Steward 
and ſaid. Mp truſtie Seruant, J pur⸗ 
poſe now to goe ſ& the holy Land, and 
therefoze J commit mp daughter to thy 
kteping, and J charge the that ſhe lack 
nothing, but that ſhe haue all manner of 
iop that appertaineth fo ſuch a Uirgin. 
Mozeouer, J leaue in thy keping fine 
Knights that be her guard, and J charge 
; the that thep lacke nothing that is fit- 


ting fo2 them. Alſo J leaue with thee mp 
F Grayhound, commaunding that thou 
| nouriſh and f&de him. as hitherto ber 


bene: and if thou fulfill all this that J 
have ſaid,thou ſhalt at mp comming as 
gaine receine a great reward. Then ſaid 
the Steward: Pp Lo02d, in all that J 
map, J ſhall fulfill pour commaund. 
Anone the Emperour toke his tourney 
toward the citie of leraſalem, and the 
ſteward a long time kept well the Emo 
perours command & charge giuen him. 

G 4 But 
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But at the laſt it befell vpon a day 
that this ſteward had eſpyed his poung 
Lady walking alone in an Dzchard, 
with whole lone he was lodenly ſurpꝛi⸗ 
ſed: wherefoze ſtraight wap againſt her 
will, he deflowzed her. And when ha 
had committed ſinne with her, hee gaue 

ill language and hated her moze then 
euer he loued her befo2e, and dꝛaue her 
out of the pallace : whereſoꝛe this Dam⸗ 
ſell by this meanes being dꝛiuen to ne⸗ 
ceſfitie and great pouertie went from 
doze fo doze and begged her bꝛead. But 
when the Knights that were her ke- 


pers ſaw this. they repꝛoued ſhameful þ 
Ip the ſteward of that ſinnefull deede. Þ 
Then the Steward waxed wzoth, and F 
fo: great hate that he had in his heart 

be ſpopled the nights of tbeir gods, 


and dꝛoue them ſrom the Pallace. And 
when they were thus robbed and exiled, 
ſome fo2 lack of linings became thenes, 
and ſome menkillers, ſo that th2ongh 
this inconnentence they wꝛought great 

barme, 
Not long affer, there came fidings 
that the Emperour was arined _ 
ands 


ad 
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lands comming homeward. And when 
the ffeward heard this, he was greatly 
fronbled 4 moued in himſclfe, and laid: 
It cannot be but 3 ſhall be accuſcd foz 
mp treſpaſſe that J haue committed a- 
gainſt the CEmperours commandement, 
and he hath euer ben my god and mer- 
cifull L62d, thereſoze better it were that 
J goe and meete him with all lowlirieffe 
and humilitie, and accuſe mp ſclfe vnto 
him, and aſke him mercy, then that any 
other ſhould pꝛeuent me and accuſe mee 
to mp Lo2d of my treaſen. Then the 
ffeward ſtraight put off all his cloathes 
ſaue his hoſin and his ſhirt, and toke 


th:& ropes with him in his right hand, 


and bare ſote went and met the Empe⸗ 


. rour. Now when the Emperour had 


eſpyed him comming a farre off in ſuch 
manner, be wondzed greatly. And when 
the ſteward was come lo nterc that her 
might ſpeake to the Emperour he fell 
downe on his kners and ſaluted him re⸗ 
nerentlp , Zhen laid the Emptrour, 
what is befallen the that thou mecfeſt 
me after ſuch a ſoꝛzt? fo2 in that thou art 
my ſteward _ ſhouldſt haue met = 

with 
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with a great company of noble knights? 
Oh mp Loꝛd. quoth he, there is a heauie 
chance befallen me, fo2 the which it be⸗ 
honeth me to me&te pour highnes thus. 
Then ſaid the Emperour, what chance 
is that that is befallen thee⸗ Pp Reue- 
rend Loꝛd, quod he, it behoueth pou firſt 
to aſke me whp J bꝛing with me thele 
th:& ropes, Then ſaid the Emperour, 
why beareſt thou thoſe th2& ropes in 


thy hand: Zhen anſ wered the feward 
and ſaid: This firſt Rope J bꝛing with 


me to binde my bands and fete ſo hard, 


fill the blond burſt ont on euerp ſide,fog 


that J haue well deſerued: the ſecond 
Rope J bzing with me to dꝛaw me at a 
hoꝛſe taile bpon the Pavement, till that 
the bones be bare without fleſh, foz that 
is but due to me fo2 the great treaſon 3 
haue done againſt pou. The third Nope 
J haue bꝛought is to hang me with, vp⸗ 
on an high gallowes ſo long till that the 
Birds light on my head, and on my bo⸗ 
dp, and fede themſelnes of my fleſh, fo2 
theſe things are due to ſuch freſpaſſers 
and bꝛeakers of the Law as J am. Pet 


Oh mp Renerend Lozd, haue mercie 
| | on 
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on me, foꝛ J dare not acknowledge mp 
trelpaſſe, vntiil J haue obfatned thy 
pardon, Then ſaide the @mpersur, J 
ſer in ther great contrition,therefoze tell 
me (hp trelpaſſe, and ſurelp thou ſhalt 
finde — and grace. Alas, alas, then 
ſaid the Steward, J haue defiled thine 
onelp Daughter, and haue dꝛiuen her 
out of thp Pallaice, and now in great 
neceſſitie the beggeth her bꝛead from 
do2e to doze. J haue alſo diſpopled thy 
Knights of ail their gods, and now 
ſome of them by meanes they lacke li⸗ 
uings become thenes and robbers, and 
ſome menkillers, and the Confronler of 
the Knights J baue Caine. But J fed 
F thy G2zaphound with the beſt meate as 
long as J might. and tyed him with a 
chaine, pet at the laſt he bꝛake his chaine 
and went his wap, ſo that now he run · 
neth about the countrp. 

Uhen the Emperour heard this, he 
was (oze aàſtonied, and ſaid : Paſt thou 
deflowzed mp daughter, whom J loned 
ſo well, and alſo diſpoiled mp Knights, 
and llaine their Controuler, + the Gzap- 
bound which J loned beſt, of whom A 

gaue 
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gaue thee charge is gone al(d, ſurelp wer 
it not that J had fo2gtuen it the, and 
that thou haſt humbled thy (cife ſo much 
J would haue put the to the vileſt death 


that could be thought. Notwithſtanding | 


depart hence fozthwith and bing againg 
mp Daughter, that thou mayſt marry 
her, and ik any harme hereafter befallto 
ber though thy default, then will J dons 
ble thy puniſhment. Alſo bzing againe 
my Lnights, and reſtoze fo them their 
gods, and (et them in their (fate and ol⸗ 
fices as they were befoze Alſo ſeke di⸗ 
ligentlp foz my Gzaphound fill thou 
finde him, and then make him faſt, ſo 


that he@reaftec in ther there be no fault 
found. Pow when the feward heard 


this, he bowed downe with moſt hum ⸗ 
ble ſubmiſſion, and thanked the Empe. 
rour of his great mercie. And then her 
went fo2th + ſought diligentlp thzough 
all the Empire,vntill he found the Em⸗ 
perours daughter, and the Knights,and 
alſo the Gzephound, and bꝛought them 
home againe. And after he had marryed 
the young Ladp,and reſtoꝛed againe the 
knights gods, tze ended his life in * 
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The Morrall. 
Dere friends this Emperour betoke. 
1200 our Lo2d Jeſus Chꝛiſt. His daugh⸗ 


ter betokeneth the ſoule of man, made 
alter the ſimilitude of our Lo2d God. 


The five Knights are the fine wits, ar⸗ 


med with the vertue of Baptiſme, fo2 the 
+ pzeſeruation of the ſoule The Controu- 


ler of the Knights, is Vieaſon, which 


ought to rule the wits. The Gzephound 


is the fleſh of man. And the Steward is 
enery man, to whom God hath giuen 
life and ſoule to kepe, vnder paine of lo- 


ſing euerlaſting life. But wꝛetched and 


wicked man not remembzing what is to 


tome, full often cozrupteth and polluteth 


bis ſoule with ſinne, e repellethher from 
her pallace of heauen, and then wan 
dzeth ſher from doze to doze, that is, 
from ſin to ſin. Me diſpopleth theſe fine 
Knights of their gods, that is, the fius 
Wits, oz rather gracious vertues, taking 


away the naturall light from their epes, 


giuing them bad counſell 4 alſo mouing 
their cares to liſten vnfo ſlander 4 back- 
biting,and lo UA of all the other wits, 

and 
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and thus ſome be made theues, and 


ſome menkillers. The Maller of theſe: | 
fiue wite is ſlaine when ſo euer man is 


ruled by Mill, and not by Reaſon, The 


man delighteth. was fed and bound with 
a chaine of Keaſon, which bzeaketh out 
full oft, and doth much harme. 13 
The comming agame of this @mpe- | 
rour from the holp land, betokeneth the 
comming of our Lo2d Jeſus Chzilt af 
the day of dome to indge all mankinde: 
Zherefoze doe we as the Steward did, 
accuſe we firſt our ſelues cf oor ſinnes, 
leaſt the Diuell and the Mold accuſe . | 
bs, then it is to late fo aſke mercie: 
thereloꝛe put we off our clothes betime, 
that is, our ſinnefull life, and take wee } 
the Ropes in our bands. The firſt 
Rope that ſhonld binde our hands and 
fete, befoliencth the Rope of true Re- 
pentante, which not only onght to binde 
gur hands and feete, but alſo both our 
hearts within bs, and our outward 
converſation, in ſuch anſtcritie of life, 
that the blond burſt ont on enerp ſide, 
that is, that ſinne might voide it ſeife. 
Pere 
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Hereto accozdeth Ezechie 


peccator ſaluus erit : When ſo ener the 
ſinnefqgll man doth repent Himſelfe hes 
ſhall be ſaued. The ſecond Rope foꝛ to 
dzaw the treſpaſſer, is acknowledging 


of our ſinnes, which ſhould draw vs 
|. from the beginning of our life vnto our 
FT lines end, by a perfect reconciliafion of 


our ſelues to God and man, vnto the 
time that the fleſh be fallen from the 
bones, that is, till the luſt of the fleſh 
be turned awap, by the tones of Re- 
pentance. Foz euen as the ſtone by na. 
ture is hard, right ſo the wap of Ne- 


pentance ongbt to be hard, The third 


Rope that ſhould hang the Fellon, is 
the Nope of amendement of life: Foz 


it is w/itten in holy Scripture, There 


is more joy in Heaven ouer one ſinner 
that turneth vmto the Lord in time, then 
ouer ninetie and nine juſt ones. 

Like as the Steward b2zoughtf againg 
the Emperours daughter: lo it beho- 
neth vs to ſceke about by a fruitful faith, 
bnfill wer finde againe our loft ſonle, 
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to rule well our fine wits, to f&ede our 


greyhound as we ſhouts; and make our 
life ſo cleane and pure, that we full not 
againe to ſinne, foz feare that it foztune | 
to vs wozſe,and that we haue no leaſure 
to aske mercy againe at our næds. and 


ik we fulfill all this truly vnto our lines 


end, without doubt we ſhall obfaine e- | 
nerlaſting life. To which our Lozd bzing No 


vs all Amen. 2 
The Argument. 
The violating of our innocencie in not 


immitating the law of G O D, is here 
diſcribed, which being adiudged atter 


the Law, is death, but by the merits of ; 
Chriſt our Sauiour wee obtaine ſalua } 


tion. 


The 19. Hiſtory. 


] N Rome dwelt ſometim a. miahtr 

Emperour æ a wiſe, named Enfenne, 
who o2dained a Law that wholoeuer 
rauiſhed a virgin, ſhould be at her dil⸗ 


tretion, — . would put him to 
death 
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þ3 would take him to be her hul bang. 
It bofell after that a man rauiſhed 

one night two faire Paidens, the firſt 
Damſell which he rauiſhed deſired that 
ber ſhould die, but the ſecond deſired him 
to her huſband. The rauiſher was taken 
and led befo2e the Judge, that he might 
'(atiſfie both theſe Damſels accoꝛding to 
the eguitie of the cauſe. The firſt Dam⸗ 
ſell deſired the death; accozding to the 
Law. Then ſaid the ſecond, J deſire to 
daue him fo mp Paſband : and like as 
thon haſt the Law fo2 the, ſo in like caſe 
J hane it foz me, and alſo my petition 
is much better then pours, foꝛ it is moꝛe 
charitable,therefoze me thinketh in my 
reaſon that the Juſtice ſhould gine ſen- 
tente in fanonr and furtherance of my 
deſire. When the Juſtice heard the mers 
cie of the ſecond damſell, he gaue ind ge⸗ 
that hee ſhould fake her fo Mile, and ſo 
it was done. 


| The Moral). 

Derg friends this Emperour be 
fokeneth our L020 Jeſu Chaiff. Thera- 
niſher betokeneth enerp ſinner which 
BY ranilheth 
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rauiſheth Gods mercy as offen as bi 
biolateth the holy commandements of 


God by ſinne,foz the Dinellmay neuer 


ouercome men, bat if it be ſuffered bp 
Will. Foz Saint Auguſtine ſaith, Non 
eſt peccatum niſi ſit volutarium: It is 
no finne except it be voluntarie. The 
rauiſher alſois called befoze the Juſtice, 
when the ſonle is departed from the bo⸗ 
die, and anone the firſt Damſell (Anno⸗ 
cencp) lapde againſt the ſinner that hee 
ought to die euerlaſtingly by the law of 
righteouſneſle. But that other mapden 
(that is Chꝛiſts merits)alledged foz her, 
bow the mercp of God ought fo helpe 
by hartie repentance and acknswledg⸗ 
ing our ſinnes, which is the high way 
to everlaſting life. Unto the which God 
bzing vs all. Amen, | 


TheArgument. 


The mother of the childe of grace and 
of the reprobate is here declared and 
ſet forth « but which of them ſhall 
be ſaued, and which of them ſhall be 


darnned is notfyct reuciled ynto the 
world, 


Ws, 
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world, vntill the laft and dreadfull day 
of Iud gement. 


The 20. Hiorie, 


Ometime there dwelt in Rome a 
mighty E mperour and a rich named 
Lypodus, which toke to Mile a 
faire Uirgin and a gentle, the daughter 
of the Bing of Aſsiria. This poung 
adp conceined and bare him a Sonne 
and in the birth ſhe dyed, Not long al- 
ter her deceaſe the @mperour married 
another Mike, and had by her a ſonne 
alſo. And immediately after the ſecond 
Childe was bozne, b& ſent them both 
into a ſtrange land there to be bzonghf 
pp. Now when the childzen had bens 
there long, the Empꝛeſſe ſaid: My rene- 
rend L02d, tenne peres be now fully 
expired ſince J bare mp Sonne, and pet 
I neuer ſaw him but once, and that was 
the firſt dap of his birth, therefo2e J be- 
ſ@ch yon my K oꝛd fo ſend fo2 him, fo 
the end that J map once reiopte me in 
his ſight. Then ſaid the Emperour, A 
bane another childs by op firlt wife, e 1 
$2 J 
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J ſend fozthp ſon, then muſt J ſend fo3 
them both: notwithſtanding at the Em- 
pꝛeſſe requeſt he ſent fo2 them bsth. And 
when they were come they were of pal⸗ 
ſing feature, and well trapned vp, and 
ſo paſſing like in all things, that hardly 
the one might be knowne from the o⸗ 
ther,bnt the father knew the difference, 

Then ſaid the mother of the ſecond 


Childe: Pp Lo2d, J p2ap pou fell me 


which of theſe is mp Sonne: then the 
Emperour called to him his ſonne that 
be begat on his firſt wife. When the 
Empꝛeſſe heard this, ſhe gaue all care 


to cheriſh him, and neglected the other 
chilve. Now when the Emperour ſaw. | 
this, he (aid to his Mile: Certainely 1 


haue decciued the : fo; him that thou lo⸗ 
neſt ſo much is not thy Donne, but the 
other is thy Henne. Then let ſhe all 
her care vpon the ſecond, and ſet light 
by the firſt. When the Emperour ſaw 
this, hee laid: Truelp J decetued tha 
without doubt, this is not thy Sonne, 


but one of them two is thy Sonne. 


Then ſaid the mother: Py Lo2d, fo: 
bis ſake _ dped foz mankind, tell me 
withont 
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withont diſembling which of them is 
my Sonne. The Emperour anſwered 
and ſaid: certainelp J will not tell pon 

vntill thep both be come fo mans eſtate, 
and this is my reaſon, Firſt J fold pon 
that this was pour Bonne, and pou che⸗ 
riſhed him, and fozſoke that other: and 
when J tolde poo that this was pour 
Bonne, then pou ſlightly regarded the 
firſt, and cheriſhed the ſecond. Therfo2e 
A mp deſire is that pon cheriſh them 

both alike, that J map haue like top of 
them. Mhen the Empꝛeſſe heard this 
the cheriſhed them both alike. And when 
they were both come to age, the Empe- 
rour made a great feaſf, and befo2e all 

his Nobles hie folde his Mile openly 
which was her Sonne. Then reiopced 
the Empꝛeſſe greatlp, and when ſhe had 
lined a god time, ſhe ended her life in 
peace and reſt. | 


4 oY The Morall. 

# Dekrre friends, this Emperours 
* *Donnes betokeneth thoſe that be choſen 
ts euerlaſting life, and thoſe that be not 

. thoſen. The Pother of them is the 
3 pꝛa⸗ 
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pꝛouidente of God thatnonriſheth them 

both, therefoze our Lo2d will not that 
bis p2ouidence ſhonld let the wozld 
know which bo choſen, and which be 
not choſen. Foz if ſe knew that, then 
would the lone the one and hate the o- 
ther, and (s charitis among bs would 
be onerth2zowene, and we ſhould line in 
diſco2d and ſtrife ; but Truth at the day 
of iudgement (hall tell to vs wbich of 
them ſhall be ſaued, and which of them 
ſhall be damned. Therefoze pꝛap we in 
this world that wee map come fo the 
enerlaſting feaſt in Peauen. Unto the 
which God bzing vs all, Amen. 


The Argument, 


The vngodly of this world will not tak o 
any paines to live vertuouſly, and 
yet oftentimes they. are enriched for 
the moſt part with the gifts of For- 
tune, but they are not carefull of the 

reward laid vp for the righteous in 
Heauen, neither doe they feare the 
rorments of Hell, appointed for the 


Reprobates, 
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The 2 1. Hiſtory. 


t 7 — — there dwelf in Rome a 
Noble Emperour named Polenus, 
which had thꝛe ſonnes whom he lo⸗ 
ned much. It befell vpon a dap, when 
this Emperour lap vpon his bed, be be- 
thought him to which of his Sonnes he 
might gine his empire after his deteaſe. 
Then called he to him his thꝛe ſonnes. 
and ſaid. Which of pon thꝛè is loweſt 
be wall haue mine Empire after my 
deteaſe. The firſt Sonne anſwered and 
ſaid: The Empire by reaſon ſhould bee 
mine, foꝛ J am ſo ſlow that if my fote 
were in the fire, J had rather it ſyduld 
be burnt then J woulo take it ont. Then 


3 ſaid the ſecond, J am (quod he)moze fit 


fo: the Empire then thou, fe2 though 
there were a coꝛd about my neck where 


with J ould be hanged, and if J had 
a ſharpe ſ wozd in my hand, foz very 


fiouth Ji would not once put fo2th my 


band fo cut the Cozde fo ſave my life: 


and when theſe two BBzethzen had (aid, 
then the third ſpake ny bimſelfe thus - 
"= 4 


3 
Zin) 
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J ought to be Emperoꝛ befoze pon both, 
fo2 J excede pou in llouth, and that J 
will pꝛoue thus: J lye vp2zight in mp 
bed, and there d2zoppeth water bpon mp 
tes, & fo2 verp flonth J will not moue 
my head, neither to the right ſide, noz fo 
the leit ſide of the bed, to ſane mp ſelfe. 
When the Emperour heard this, he be⸗ 
queathed the Empire vnto the poungeſt 
as to the ſlouthkulleſt of the bꝛethꝛen. 


The Morrall. 
Dore friends, this Emperour beto⸗ 
keneth the Diuell, which is L02d and 
Father ouer the vngoolp in this wozld. 
By the firſt Sonne is vnderſtod a man 
that chanceth info enill companp, by 
whom he falleth info miſdemeanour, & 
had lener to be burnt in the fire of ſinne, 
then depart from them. The ſecond 
Sonne betokeneth him that knoweth 
— fo be faſt bound with the 
and of ſinne, wherewith he is fo be 
bangedon the gallowes of hell, and is 
ſofloathfnll that he will not cut it away 
with the lawfull \ wozd of Repentance. 
By the third ſonne is bnderſfod a = 
a 
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1/ thatheareth of the iopes of heauen, and 
or the paines of hell, and will not mone 
 himſelſe to the right noz fo the left ſide 
to fozſake his finneg,fo2 feare of eternal 
paine. Such a man without doubt fo2 
his llouth ſhall rereiue the kingdome of 
dell, from the which keepe vs our Lo;d 
| Jeſus, Amen. 


The Argument. 


Mans ſoule as a Captaine general, with 
his forces of armed vertues, fight- 
eth azainſtaſtrong Citie(the World) 
wherein is the caſtell of vanĩtie, and in 
that are the poyſoned forces of ſin, as 
mortall enemies of mankinde, againſt 
whom well to fight, is the meanes to 
obtaine victory, and triumph euerlaſt- 

: 1ngly, 


The 22. Hiſtory. 


| | | Jnr we the mighty Emperdur 

ſomtime ruled, who beſieged a ci: 
tie of the king of Egipt with a great 
hoaſt, neuertheleſſe this Emperour loſt 
many 
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many mightie Knights withouf any 
hurt of ſtroke. And thus from day to dap 
bis people dyed ſodainely, whereat this 
Alexander wondzed greatlp, and was 
full ſozrowfull therefoze in bis minde, 
and hee called vnto him the wileſt Phi⸗ 
loſophers that might be found, and de4. |- 
maunded of them why his people dyed | 
thus ſodainelp without any wounds. 


The Philoſophers anſwered and ſaid, 
mp Lo2d it is no wonder, fo2 vpon the 
wals of that Caſfell within the citie is 
a' Cocatrice, thzough whoſe ſight pour 
men dye, foz they are infected with the 


benome that-commeth from her eyes, 


and thereupon hep die. 


Then this Alexander afked if there 
were anp remedp againſt the Cocatrice, | 
The Philoſophers anſ wered and laid: 
Pp Lo2d, there is god remedie, foz i! 
it pleaſe pon to (ef vp a large mirrour 


of cle&re glaſſe ouer againſt this Coca- 
' frice, betwe&ne pour hoaſt and the wall 


of the Citie, when the Cocatrice behol | 


deth ber ſelle in the mirrour,the deadly 
nature of her benemoos ſight chall re⸗ 
tarne againe to her ſelfe, and thus _ 


As oa a ac R F®« <<. 


| 
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| fall. dye, and your men ſhall thereby 


be ſaved. Then Emp erour then did as 
the Philoſophers counſailed him, and 
ſet bp fozthwith a large mirrour of ex- 
tellent cleere glaſſe, and thus was the 
Cocatrice flaine , and the Emperour 


with his hoaſt made an aſſault to the 
Citie, and obtained the victozp. 


The Morall. 

Dare friends this Cmperour map 
be called euery Chꝛiſtian man which 
ought to gather an hoaſt of _bertnes, foz 
without vertae there may no man fight 

gholllp. The Citie againſt whom pee 


+ Hall fight is the wozld, wherein there is 


an high Caſtell, that is, banitic of va- 
nities, Vanitas vanitatum, and all is va⸗ 
nitie. In this vanitie ſtandeth the Co⸗ 
tatrice, that is, Pꝛide of life, deũre of the 
t; the luſt of the fleſh, wherefoze this 
ide infecteth ſo many, that they dye in 


ünne cuerlaſtingly. T hereſoze the belt 


remedy againſt this Pꝛide is the cons 
ſideration of onr vncleannefſe, how we 
came naked info this wozld,and if itbe 
aſked why a man is pꝛoud, certainly it 

map 


- 
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may be anſwered thus, fo2 default a! 
clothing himſelfe with vertues: what 

ſhall we do when we dpe thus ghollly, 
but ſet bp a pure mirrour of conſcience, 

that by that conſcjence we map conſider 

our flidings, and aur bꝛittleneſſe as ina 

glaſſe, where we map ſe our owne de⸗ 

fault, and if we doe thus, without doubt 

the Cocatrice, that is, Pꝛide of life, dei 

of the epes, and luſt of the ſleſh ſhall be 

bfferly deſtroyed, and we ſhall obtaine 

the victozp olthis woꝛdly citie, and by 

Chailts merits winne enerlaſting life, 

bnto the which he bzing vs all. Amen. 


The Argument. 


The ſoule of man, being conuerſant in 
the body with the fleſh, ſhee ſeeketh 


by ſiniſter meancs to ouerihrow the | 
Soule, with her vncleane luſts after the } 
world, where through the ſoule for a | 


time ſuffereth ſhipwracke of worldly 


felicitie, yet the Lyon of the tribe of | 


Iuda is of power, not onely to comfort 
her in neceſsitie; but alſo to reugnge 


her iniurie, and to make her for te | 


— 


— — 


repofſeſle 
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repoſſeſſe her former eſtate, in the 
world to come. 


The 23. Hiſtory. 
N Emperour ſomstime ru⸗ 
led the Komaines, named Arche- 
laus, who in his old age eſpouſed a 
faire Ladp, whom a pong knight loued, 
= bad to doe with her as oft as him 
lit. 

It befell on a night that this Empe⸗ 
rour bethought him in his bed fo viſite 
the Citie of Jeruſalem, wherefoꝛe witb⸗ 
ont any moze delay he o2dapned all 
things neceſſarp fo2 his iournp, and ta⸗ 


king his leaue of the Empꝛeſſe, and of 


the Cates of his Empire, went towards 
the ſaid Citie. 
Mhen the Empzeſſe heard this, ſhee 


| foke the Maiſter of the ſhip aſide, and 


ſaid:Jf thou wilt conſent tome and be 
frue,aske of me what thou wilt, & thon 
ſhalt hane it. The maſter ofthe ſhip was 
co2rnpt with conefouſneſſe, and ſaid: D 
mp dare Lady, whatſoeger-you will 
command me JF ſhall * 
u 
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fulfill it, ſo that pou will reward me fo} 


mp labour. Then ſaide the Empꝛeſſe, 
befoze thou doe onght foz me I will 


give thee whatſoencr thou deſireſt, (9 
that thou wilt \weare to be true fo ” 
and k&pe my tounſaile. Then the 
fer of the ſhip \ ware to be true fo ny 
Then ſaid the Cmpzefſe: Py Lon 
gocth with pou in pour Ship,therefs;e 
when hee is in the midſt of the Sea, tal 
him ouer - boꝛd that he may be d2owi 
ned, and thou ſhalt haue what thon wilt 
fo2 thy reward. 
Then the Paiſter of the Sbip ſWare 
a great oath and ſaide : By the great 
God Jupiter affer be commeth once 


within my ſhip, you ſhall neuer ſ& him 


moze, Then the Ladp gane him as 


much gold as ber would haue, and then | | 


he went to his Ship. 
And within ſhozk time after the Em- 


perour fwkeHis ſhip, and when h was 
in the middeſt of the Sea, the maſter l 


that ſhip foke the Emperour and thzew 
bim over-bo2d into the Sea. When the 
Maſter returned againehe told the Em- 
pꝛeſe that the Emperour was caſt * 


1 
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the Dea, whereof ſhe was right glad, 
This Emperour that was caſt info 


| the Sea, had learned in his youth to 


\wim,and\wam to an Jland in the ſea, 
and when her was faint and like to be 
downed, het pzaped to God fo be his 
help: at the length he came into alittle 
Jland wherein was nothing but Lions 
and Libberds, and diners other beaſts 
that (ſwam thether from other lands, 
When the Emperour had got to land 
in that Ile, he eſpied a young Lyon figh- 
ting with an old L ibberd, and the ion 


was to weake and was almoſt oner« 


come. Now the Empersur had great 
compaſſion en the Lyon, and dew ont 


+ his (wozd and fozthwith flew the Lib/ 
berd. The Lion from that time fozth 


followed the Emperour,and would not 


leaue him fo2 any thing, but euerp day 


the pꝛap that the Lion twke he bzought 
and laid at the @mpcroursf&te,and the 
Emperour (mote fire on a flint ſtone, 
and bopled the body of the beaſt in the. 
ſkinne, and thus was he fed foz a long 
ſcaſon, At length as her walked by the 
Sea thoze, be ſaw a godly ſhip come 

(apling - 


— 
& 


» * 
* YA 
© * wy 
1 
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fapling by, and with an high vopte hk 


' erped. And when the ſhipmen heard the 
voice, they wondzed what it might be, 


Wherefoze they ſapled toward him, and 


when they were come nigh him, he laid, 
god friends take me with you, and 3 
ſhall pay you a god fraight. So they 


toke him into their ſhip, and the Lion 
followed him ſwimming in the Sea al 


ter the ſhip : and when the Lyon was | 


ntere dzowned the ſhipmen had pittie on 
him, and toke him into the ſhip. New 
when the Emperour came fo land, ha 
paid his fraight,and went fozth till ha 
came neere his owe pallaice, where he 
heard Trumpets, and all other muſicke, 


and as he meruailed what it might be, 


there came from the Pallace a Squirt 
towards him that was of his know- 
ledge, but the Squire knew not him, to 
whom the Emperour ſaid thus. Go 
friend J pꝛap the tell mie what is th 
cauſe ot this melodie. The Squire an⸗ 


ſwered and ſaid, the Empꝛeſſe is mar⸗ 


ried this dap, and all the ſtates of the 
Empire are at the feaſt, and thorefoze 
they make luch melodie. META 
Then 
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Then ſayd the Emperour, fo the 
Squire. where is her huſ band that was 


the Emperour beloze: The Squire ſaid 


that he went to the hoip Land, and was 
dzowned by the wap. Then the Empe⸗ 


rour laid: Sir, Jp2ay pon tell the Ems 


pꝛeſſe and the Loꝛd that ſhould be her 
Mul band, that J (ſo pleaſe them) will 
ſhew their Mateſties rare ſpozt with 
mp Lion. The Squire graunted fo doe 
his errand, and went in aud fold his 
Lozd and Ladp that a godlp old man 
was af the gate that would ſheww them 
ſpozt with his Lyon. 

Then ſaid the new married Lo2d, 


- bzing him in, he perchance map deſcruy 


meate fo2 his ſay. Uhen the Empe⸗ 
rour with his Lyon was bꝛought in, the 
Lyon without anp ſetting on, ranne bp- 
on the young Knight that was newlp 
married and lew him,and when he had 


lo done, he ranne vpon the Empꝛeſſe al- 


lo, and denoured her to the bones, befoze 
all the Loꝛds of the Empire. And when 
the Nobles (aw this, they were grratly 
agaſt, and began fo flie. But the Em⸗ 


perour with his faire ſpeach perl waded 


4 them 
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them and ſaid: Loe this is the bengance 
of God, fo2 this mp wife hath vſed Ad. 
noutrp long time with this Knight that 
lpeth dead, alſo ſhe p2aciſed my death 


with the Waſſer of the Ship, and there- 


vpon the Paſter thzew me info the ſea, 
but God ſaned me from deafh, and bes 
cauſe J holp once this Lion at a ne&d, 
hee neuer foz\wke me ſince, and now 
as pon all ſ&, when J came into my 
Pallace, without pꝛouoking of me, her 
hath flaine both the Adulterers, and 
therefeze vnderſtand pou fo2 truth that 
J am pour Cmperonr. 

Now when they heard this,thep lwked 
moꝛe feruently vpon him, and they dil - 
cerned him to be their Emperour, and 
they greaflp retopced and pꝛayſed God 
fo2 that miracle, which had ſaued their 
Lo2dand Emperonr. And thep lined to- 
gether a long time in peace. 


The Moral], 

Deere friends by this Emperonr we 
may vnderſtand every Chꝛiſtian man, 
that purpoſeth to viſite the Citie of le- 
ruſalem, that is, to get euerlaſting life, 
thꝛongh 
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thꝛough faith. But his wife, that is, the 
wzetched fleſh, murmureth againſt the 
ſoule, and loueth betfer an Adulterer, 
that is, deadlp ſinne, then her huſband. 
This Emperour went into a ſhip, tas 
king his iournep towards the Citie of 
Ieruſalem, that is, he went to the church 
of God, which is the way to God. But 
the wife, that is, fleſhly men accuſed him 
to the maſter of the Ship, that is, to the 
p;elates of the Church, foz great res 
wards, which oftentimes blindeth the 
ſight of many Juſtices, whereby many 
perfect men be caſt out of the ſhip, into 


| the dea to be downed, that is, out of 


the Church. ints the Dea of this wozld. 
But what ſhall he doe then,that 1s thus 
taſt to be troubled in this wozld ? cer⸗ 
tainelp. this ought her to doe: let him 


learne to \wimm-, that is, let him put 


all his hope in God, and then by his 
grace he ſhall come to an Jland, that is, 
the Religion of heart, and then he (hall 
loue euer the better to kepe himſelfe ont 
of this wozld, and therefoze ©. lames 
ſaith: A pure Religion, and vndefiled 
before God euen the Father, is this, &c. 
42 And 
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And hee that is in this Religion ſhall 
finde a Lion whom he behoueth to haue 
againſt the Diuell. This Lion is our 
L oꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt, that came of the tribe 
of luda, which fighteth euer againſt the 
Diuell, and if a man hath holp this Li⸗ 
on, that is, hath ſerued God againſt his 
enemies at anp time, he map truſt well 
that be will not foꝛſake him in his ned, 
accoꝛding to the Pſalmiſt ſaying thus: 
Ca ipſo ſum in tribulatione: J am with 
him in trouble. By this Lion thou muſt 
take thy wile, that is, thy fleſh, with re⸗ 
pentante, and lay thy ſinne, and then 
without doubt thou ſhalt obtaine the 
Empire of Meauen. Unto the which 
bꝛing vs our Lo2d Jeſus. Amen. 


Fhe Argument. 


The ſoule of man eſpouſed to Chriſt in 
Baptiſme, vet dyeth by meanes of fin, 
leauing behinde her her ſonne called 
Reaſon, or rather, the word of God, 
which ſearcheth the diſeaſe of man 
her ſinnefull father: and being ſent 
for to cure the maladie of his ſtep- 
mother 
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mother, Will, he refuſeth to admini- 
ſter ghoſtly comfort vato het. 


21 The 24. Hiſtory. 


Ometime in Rome bare \ way a 
mightie @mperour, named Gor- 
gonie, which marrped a vertuous and 
beantifull Lady to his wife. This pong 
Lady in due pꝛoceſſe of time conceined 
and bare a Sonne, a faire and an ami⸗ 
| able Childe. When this Childe was 


ten yere old, his mother the @mpzeſle 
' dyed. Not long after the Emperour 
+ marryed another Uife. The ſecond 
Mile could not affect 02 lone by any 
meeanes the @mperours Sonne, but 
d did him all the ſhame and repꝛoach that 
ſhe might. Mhen the Emperour per⸗ 
ceined this, willing to pleaſe his Wife 
he eriled his Son out of his Empire. 
And when the Bonne was erilev, hee 
went and ſtudied Phiſicke, ſo that with. 
in ſhozt time he was a ſkilfull and a 
cunning Phiſition. It befell not long 
after that the Emperour his Father 
fickned,and was almoſt at deaths doze: 
A 3 now 
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wherefoze when he heard that his ſonne 
was ſo god aphiſition, he ſent foz him bp 
letters, pꝛaping him that he would come 
fo him without delap. Now the Bonne 
willing to obep his fathers commande- 
ment in all haſt came to him. And when 
be had felt his pulſes, he diſcerned the 
ſickneſle and miniſtred hiſicke to him, 
whereby he ſhoztlp reconered. 

Not long after, the Empꝛelle his 
ſtepmother began to ware ſicke, x ma- 
ny Phiſitions ſaid ſhe would dye. And 
when the Emperour heard this he ſcent 
fo2 his Sonne to help her of her ſicknes. 
Then ſaid his Bonne, certainly father 

will lap no hand on her. Then the 

mperonr began to ware w2oth 7 ſaid; 
It thou wilt not obey mp commande⸗ 
ment, thou ſhalt bencefo2th depart my 
"Empire. His lonne anſ wered and ſaid: 


8 © vou doe fo (dere father) you doe vn⸗ 


„ "Tightfollp,foz well you know, that you 
me out 8f your Empire thꝛough 
"her ſuggeſtion, and mine abſente was 
tauſe of pour ſickneſſe,now my pꝛeſente 
is cauſe of her ſicknefſe, and therefoꝛe J 
wil not meddle with her, no2 bſe any 
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Phiſicke vnto her, lo: often times Phi⸗ 
ſitions are deceiued in their Patients, £ 
therefoze J dare lap no hand on her, 
fo2 if it ſhould foztune her to dpe, men 
would iudge that mp Phiſicke were 
the cauſe thereof. | 

Mhen ſaid the Emperour : ſhe halh 
the very ſame ſickneſſe that J had. His 
ſon anſ wered and ſaid:though ſhe haue 
the lame ſickneſſe, neuertheleſle pou be 
not both of one conſtitution. Foz what- 
ſocucr J did to port, pot were there- 
with content, and when pou ſaw mee 
came within the Pallace, pou retoyced 
of mp comming, & was greatly pleaſed 


with the ſight of me that pon begat. 
But when this mp ſtepmother ſaw 


me, ſhe was angry, and toke cozſie 
at the heart, and therefoze if J ſhould 
but ſpeake to her, her ſozrom would 


much monꝛe increaſe, and I ſhouldoffer 


to touch her,ſhe would be in a rage. Allo 
a Phiſition p2ofiteth little except the pa⸗ 
tient take pleaſure in him, now none 
can cure her of enuie And when he had 
ſaid his minde, he toke his leaue and 
departed thence, 
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The Moral!, 

Dere friends this Emperour beta⸗ 
keneth euerp Chꝛiſtian man, which is 
marrped to Chꝛiſt in Baptiſme of re- 
generation, fo2 then the Soule is made 
the ſponſe of Chzilt, on whom our Sa. 
uiour begetteth a Sonne, that is, the 
knowledge of his Wo2d and Will. 
But when the Childe grew fo ſome 
tenne peeres of age, oꝛ ſome increaſe in 
vertue, bis mother Chꝛiſtianitie dyed. 
Then vertue departing from poutb, 
and afterwards the Chꝛiſtian man his 
father matcheth himſelfe with another 
woman, the ſtepmother of the ſaid.pouth 
named ignoꝛant Enue, which in no wile - 
could affect the Emperours Sonne of 
knowledge, wherefoze ſhe cauſed him 
to be baniſhed into a ſtraunge conntrp, 
from his father and her both It happe- 
ned that the god Chꝛiſtian man being 
ouer ruled by his wife falleth ſick, and 
ſendeth foz his Sonne, Knowledge of 
Gods Moꝛzd and will. to cure him as 
his Phiſition, who dutifully perfozmeth 
the ſame, But his 1 4a ache 

cke 
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ſicke at the ſight of the Emperours ſon, 
though the Chꝛiſtian man her huſband 
labours to him to ture her as a god pht- 


ſition of her ſovle,yet ſhe not liking his 
god indeauour to winte her from igns. 


rant enuie of the Zruth, is very hardly 
healed of her ſickneſſe, but oftentimes 


dieth in her ignozant ennie, and wilfull 


mickedneſſe, without any hope of health 


'02 life, vnto eternall ſaluation, ſo that 


the Phiſition comes thether to late. 
The Argument. * 


leſus Chriſt the Sonne of God ought to 
be cheriſhed and foſtered in our harts 
by faith and good life. Which is ta- 
ken from vs when we are not thank» 
full vnto him for his graces. Where- 
fore the Preachers of Gods word as 
good Phifitions, are ſent vnto vs for 
to admoniſh and warne vs to perſe- 
uer in amendement of life, and con- 
ſtant hope in Chriſts merits, and ſo to 
harbour him in our hearts, as hee may 
thereby beſtow on vs the promotion 
of heauenly bliſſe. 

The 
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The 25. Hiſtorie. 


Ometime there-dwelt in Rome 3 a 
migbtie @mperour named Folenus, 
who toke to wife the Kings daugh⸗ 

fer of Germany, a faire Lady and a 
tourteous, which within ſhozt time 
tonteiued and bare a Sonne. When 
this Childe was boꝛne, the Bates of the 
Empire came to the Emperour, and 
euerp one of them beſought the Empe⸗ 
rour o haue the b2inging vp of his 
Sonne, he Emperour anſwered and 
ſaid, To mozrow ſhall be a Tournp, 
and there pou ſhall all be, and which of 
vou doth beſt, and obtapneth the victozp 
he ſhall haue the keeping of my Son. 
And if he traine him vp well, J ſhall 
pꝛomote him to great dignitie and ho- 
nour,and if he doe the contrarp, he ſhall 
die the fouleſt death that can be thought. 
Zhen ſaid they: Pp reuerend Lozd. 
all this pleaſeth vs well. On themsz- 
row when euerp man was come to the 
Tournep, the Bates Juffed with great 
 baliancie:at length there tame a valiant 
Hnight 
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Knight named loſias, who ſo couragi⸗ 
oully bare himſelſe there that he ob⸗ 
tapned the victozp. And immediatelp af- 
ter the Zournep was all done, this lo- 
ſias toke the Childe and led him home 
with him. And becauſe the Emperours 
Sonne ſhould be receined with tate in 
his country, he ſent befoꝛe to his Caſtle, 
aud commanded his Officers that they 
ould ropally pꝛouids foꝛ him, and that 
. the Childes lodging ſhould be in the 
midſt of the Caſtle, and alſo that the (eas 
nen Sciences ſhould be pourtraped a⸗ 
bout the Childes bed, that when the 


Childe waked out of his ſi&epe,be might. 


lye in his bed and behold the ſame. The 
Knight had a wholeſome Mell by the 
Childes bed ſide, wherein her bled to 
bath himielſe, and the knights wife bare 
the Rey of the well, there was a win- 
dow. whereat the Sunne might comfozs 
tably ſhine vpon him. 

It foꝛtuned bpon a dap the Ladpleff 
open the window th2ongh negligence. 

Which being ſo done, thether came a 


Beare and ſaw the Window open, 


and went to the Mell, and bathed him 
therein 
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therein, of whoſe bathing the Well ſa- | 
uoured after, thꝛougb the great heate 


which was at that time in the hunted |. 
Beare, whereby whoſocuer d2ancke of |. 


that water, wayed lepzons within ſhozt 
time alter. So it fo2tuned that the Lo2d 
and the'Lady, with all the houſeholde 
bp dainking of the water of that Well 
became lepers, notwithffanding it ap⸗ 
peared not pꝛeſentip. Not long after it 
foztuned there came a great Eagle in at 
the Window where the Emperours 
'Sonnelap, and bare the Childe away 


bout ot the Cradle. Pow when the Lo2d 


of the caſtle heard this he wept bitterly 


and ſaid : Alas, alas, woe is me wiel 


ched creature, that euer J was bone, | 
what ſhall I doe-now Jam the Senne 
of death, fo2 J am become a loathſome 
leper, and ſo is mp Mile, with all my 
bouſehold : alſo the Emperours Sonne 
is loft and gone. 

Po while he thus mourned, there 
came to him a Phiſition, and ſaid : Bir, 
if pou will doe after mp counſatile, yon 
+ Hall not repent you. Firſt, it behoneth 
you, your Mile, and all your * 
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| fobe let blwd, and after that to be ba- 
thed and cleane waſhed, and then J will 
+ apply fo pon. mp medicine. And when 


pou are whole then ſhall pon and pour 
houſehold walke vp to the monntaines 
and ſeeke the Emperours Sonne, fo: 
the Eagle hath let him fall there in ſome 
place. Then this Loꝛd followed the ads 
nile and counſaile thus giuen him by 
the Phiſition, and fo2thwith he and all 
bis houſehold were let blod, and recet- 
ned the medicine, and within a ſhozf 
time after were all whole and ſound. 
When they were thus healed he toke 
bis hozſe, accompanied with th2e men 


and rode fozth ts ſ&ke the Childe, and 


at laſt hee found him whole and ſound 
lying in a ballep, whereat he greatly re⸗ 
iopced. And incontinentip with great 
ioy and gladneſſe he led the child home 
to the Emperour his father. Now when 
the Emperour ſaw his Sonne in god 
bealth, he was right glad, and pꝛomoted 
him fo great honour, and ſs after that 
he had long time lined there in noble 
eſtate, he after ended his life in peace 
and reſt, 

The 
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The Morall. + 1 
ere friends this Emperour bete- | 


keneth the father of Heauen, his Sonne 
betokenethour Lo2d Jeſus Chaift, to |. 
nouriſh whom many men deſired, at 


luch time as they receined the Sacra ⸗ 
ment of his death and paſſion. He now | 
riſbeth him belt that iuſteth with the di⸗ 
nell, and onercommeth him by godly 
life. This Knight that toke this childe 
with him, betokencth a god Chailtian 
man, that euermoꝛze abſtaineth truely 
from doing euill, and labsureth conti⸗ 


nuallp to doe god to all men.Therefoze .} 


doe we as the Knight did, ſend meſſens | 
gers befoze to pꝛepare and make cleane F 
the Caſtie of our hearts, from all ſpots | ' 
of ſinne by linely faith, and ſo ſhall this 
child Jeſus reſt in the midſt ofonrharts. 
The Well betokeneth mercp, which 
dught to be next our Lo2d. Foz whoſoe- 


ner is without mercp and truth may not 


nouriſhj that bleſfed childe Jeſu. But it 
hapneth oft that the Knights wife, that 
is, the fleſh of man, beareth the key of 
mercy,and oft leaneth that Mell open, 
as and 
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and then commeth the Beare, that is, 


the dinell, and leaueth his lothſome filth 
in the well of Percy, 4 who lo taſteth 
thereofſhall be infected with lepꝛoſte of 


q ſinne. The Mindow wherein the Sun 


thineth, is the grace of the holy Ghoff, 
by whom men are comfozted. ghoſtlp, 
By this window the Eagle commethin 


that is, the flying affections of the wic- 


ked wezld, carrping away the knows 
ledge of God from bs into the vale of 
ignoꝛante and ſecuritie, and then man 
hath great cauſe fo werpe, but what ſhal 
we doe when the child is gone,but ſend 


| fo? a ſkilful Phiſition, that is, a dil⸗ 


trtet Miniſter of the woꝛd of God, which 
all gine him counſaile to let him blod 


and all his houchold, that is, to put out 


ſinne through acknowledging thereof, 
and reconciling himlſelfe with carne 
repentance vnto his beanenly father. 
Then muſt bee bath himlelfe with 
teares of contrition and compunction 
of heart, and after that take the Pedi- 
cine of amendment of life, and ſo line 


pure and cleane from all manner of ſin, 
and when he pay done thus, he muſt 


leape 
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leape on the palfrap of god perſeuerante 


from euill, and ride fo2th with the thꝛe 
men, that is, faſting from enill. pzaper } 
bnto God, and well deſeruing towards 
man: and then without doubt hee ſhall Þ 
finde the Childe Jeſus in the vallep of Þ 
Yumilitis, and not on a hill, that is, 
Pꝛide. And if he doe this donbtleſſe he 
ſhall haue might and power to nouriſh 


that bleſſed Childe. Jeſas, fo2 whoſe *| | 


nouriſhing the Father of heauen ſhall 
pꝛomote him vato euerlaſting top. Uints 
the which iop, be bꝛing vs that ſhed his 
pꝛecious blond fo2 vs. Amen. 


The Argument. 


Chriſt the giuer of euerlaſting glory 
hath proclaymed alike ioy and bliſſe 
in heauen, as well to the poore as to 
the rich. But the rich oft times coue- 
ting all, loſeth that prerogatiue which 
the poore in heart enioy by the pro- 
uidence of God. Yet as he is a righte- 
ous God, hee ordaineth both for the. 
rich and poor in ſuch fort, that if they 
will, they may together ioyfully be 

ſatisfied 
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ſatisſied with the great plenty of his 
aboundant graces. 


The 26. Hiſtory. 


Ometime dwelt in Rome a mightie 
Emperour, named Fulgentius, which 
gouerned his people Noblie, and 
| loved them ſa much that be made fa 
pꝛoclaime thꝛoughout all nations who 
fo euer would come to him, rich 83 pooze 
at acerfaine day, ſhould haue their peti⸗ 
tions what lo ener it were. When the 
mighty men hoard this they were glad, 
and came at the day aſſigned, and enerp 
man put fozth his petition unte the 
Emperour, and immediatlie their peti⸗ 
tions were graunted and fulfilled, inſo⸗ 
much that a great part of the reuenews 
of the Empire was diffributed among 
them, Then enery man was iopfull and 
went home againe and toke poſſeſſion 
of ſuch Lands and Caſtles as the Em⸗ 
perour had giuen them. 

Dtraight wap after the pwze men in 
the Empergurs Dominions, gathered 
them together and A common cry 

was 
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was made that all men both pz 
and rich ſhould come to the Cmperonrg 


Pallace,# there they ſhould haue what 


ſo euer they aſked. The rich men hang 
bene there latelp, and obtained their pe⸗ 


titions. Zhercfoze goe we now and try] 


if we map obfaine any god of the Em⸗ 
perour. Now the counſell was altowed 
among them all, wherefoꝛe thep went 
fo2th till they came to the Emperours 
pallace. and there thep put fo2th their 


petitions acco2ding to the Cmperonrs | 


Pꝛoclamation. 

hen the Emperour had heard them 
he ſaid to them: Deere friends, J haue 
heard all pour petitions, and it is true 
that mp Pꝛoclamation was that euerp 
man indifferently ſhould come and haue 
their petitions, but the rich and mightie 
men haue ben here befoze pou, to whom 
J haue ginen all that J had, ſane onely 
the ropaltie of my Loꝛdſhip, and ſo haue 
J nothing left to giue pon:wherefo the 
poꝛe men ſadlp replyed. Moſk gracious 
Soneratigne, hane compaſſion on vs, 
and let vs not goe awap emptie, foꝛ we 


know well, that it is dur a wne defaulf | 


that 


12 


TIE N * 


Geſta Romanorutn. 72 
that we came not rather with theſe 


. other rich and mightie men, but ſith it is 


ſo we crane pour grace that we map obs 
taine ſomewhat by the which wee map 
line. Then ſaid the Empcrour : God 
friends though J haue giuen moſt of mp 
lands, rents, tenements, and Caſtles to 
the rich men that came befoze pou, ne⸗ 
nertheleſſe, J have kept Cit in mine 
dwne hands the Soueraigntie and do⸗ 
mion oner them, and that J doe giue 
to pou, and lo they ſhall be pour Ser- 
uants, and be obedient to pon all. And 
when the poꝛe men heard this, greatlp 
hereat reiopcing,thep kneled downe to 
the Emperour and thanked him ſaping. 
Loe though we came to late, pet we be 
Lozds oner all theſe other. And with 
this thep toke their leaue E went home 
againe. But when the rich and mightis 
men hcard that,thep were areatly m8- 
ucd x oꝛdained a common parliament 
among themſclaes, And thus it was 


ſpoken among them. Alas, alas, how 


map we ſerue them that ſometime wers 
but peſants and our ſubiecs in all mans 
ner things, and now thep bee made 
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Lo2ds oner vs. Therekoze goe wer all 
with one aſſent to the Emperour and | 
pzay him foꝛ redzeſſe. When this was | 
ſaid, thep fozthwith went to the Em- 
perour and ſaid to him.Renerend Lo2d } 
what map this meane, thoſe that were 
our Seruants ere while, be now our 
Lo2ds- we beſech pour hiehnes that | 
it map not be ſo. | 
Zhen ſaid the Cmperour: my god 
friends, J doe pou no w2ong, fo2 my 
p:oclamation was common, that what 
foeuer pou aſked of me pon ſhould haue 
pour petition, and pou aſked onelp of 


me lands, and honours, and all thoſe 1 
haue graunfed pon fo pour owne de- 


ſircs, inſomuch that J kept nothing foz | 
mp lelfe, and pou were well content at 
pour going hence. Now after that came 
the ſimple and poze men, and aſked of 
me ſome liuing, accoꝛding to mp p2ocla- 
mation, and J had nothing to gine them 
but onelp the ſoneraigntie and domini⸗ 
on ouer pou, which J kept in my hands, 
now when the poꝛe men crped ſo to me 
I gave them the anthozifte oner pon, 
pet J lee not that pou can blame me 

therefoze, 
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fo: J gane bnfo pon all the wealth 
which J had. Then ſaid thep : Dh deere 
| and gratious Lo2d, wee pzap pou let 
bs haue pour helpe and aduile in this 
ſo dangerous a caſe. The Emperour 
4} anſwered and ſat> : Sirs, if you will 
follow mp aduile, I ſhall giue pou god 
nnd p2ofitable counſell. Then they ſaid, 
wee be ready to fulfill whatſoeuer pon 
aduiſe vs fo2 our pꝛofit. Then laid the 
Emperour : Pp louing friends, pon 
hane receined of me both Lands and 
Tenements, and alſo great plenty of 
| honours and pzeferments, the which 
+ by my counſaile you ſhall impart to 
the poie men, that they map graunt 
onto you the ſoueraigntie and that do 
minion which thep haue. Mhen the 
mightie men heard this, thep willingly 
tondeſcended to impart their gods a- 
mong the poꝛe men, and they as wil⸗ 
lingly gaue them againe the authozitie 
auer them, like as they had of the rich 
men. And thus were thep both conten- 
ted, and the Emperour was greatly 
commended of all the people,becauſe he 
la well contented both parties. 
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The Morall. 


Dere fciends, by this Emperouris 
vnderſtod our loꝛd Jeſus Chꝛiſt, which 
made a pꝛoclamation by his Prophets, 
Patriarkes, Apoſtiee, and Preachers, 
that everp man both paze and rich 
Qonld come and aſke cuglaſting ioy, 


and without doubt thep ſhall obtaine 
their petition, But the rich and migh- 
tie men aſke no other thing but wozldlp 
honour and tranſitozie riches, fo2 his 
mo2ld ſhall paſſe and all the coucfoul. 
nelle thereof, wherefoze hey gaue them 


fo much of wozldly wealth, that ha 
had nothing left fo2 himſelte, accozding F 
fo the Scripture, The birds of heauen 


haue neſis, and the Foxes in the earth 


haue caves, hut the Sonne of man hath |. 


nothing in the earth where he may put 
his head, Mat 8. 20. The poꝛe men be 
ſuch as be merke in heart. Df the which 
poꝛe men our Lo:d lpeaketh, ſaping: 
Blefled be the poore in ſpirit, for theirs 
is the kivgdome of Heaven, Mat. . 3. 0 
it ſhuld ſ&me that they haue ſoneraign- 

fie in heauen aboue the mightie men of 
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| this Mond, therefoze theſe rich men 
{ ought to impart their tempozall riches 
with the poze men, accozding to the 
{ Scripture, Make you friends with the 
Inches of iniquitie, that when yee ſhall 
want, they may recetue you into euerlaſt- 
ing habitations. Luke 16. 9. Andaccoz- 
ding to Tobit 4.7. Giue almes of thy 
ſubſtance: if thou haue buta little, be not 
afraid to give a little almes, And thus pe 
map attaine vnto the kingdome of hea- 
uen, vnto the which J beleech almightie 
God to bzing vs all. Amen, | 


The Argument. 


The Emperour of glory Chriſt Teſus 
hath two daughters, the one faire, the 
other foule : the faire daughter is this 

world, and the pleaſures thereof: the 
foule is pouerty and trouble. The faire 
daughter is deſired of many, the foule 
of few, for he that loneth the world re- 

gardeth onely the vanities thereof, but 
he that loueth God will ſuffer all per- 

ſecution and trouble for the obtayning 

of him, 
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The 27. Hiſtory. 


Omtime dwelt in Nome a mightie } 
mperour named Domician, which 

bad two Danghters, the one of them 
was paſſing faire, but the other fouleF 
and ill fauonred, wherefoze hee pꝛoclay. 
med thꝛongbout all his Empire, hal 
who ſo would haue his faire Daughter]: 
to Mile, ſhould haue nothing with der | 
but her beautiful and comelp perſonage, 
But who ſs would marrp his fault 
daughter ſhould have all his Empire 
after his deccaſe. Now when this Þ20-Þ 


clamation was made, there tame map 


Tozds that deſired to marrp his faire } 
daughter. To whom the Empcrour an 
ſwered thus. Dirs, pe wot not what pe | 
defire, fo2 if pe marry her, ve ſhall haue 
nothing with her but ber beautifull and 
comely perſonags: and ſurthermoze, if 
J gine her ts one of pou rather then to 
another, pou will gratch, therefs2e il 
pou will nedes haue her, and fo:ſake 
mp fovle daughter, pon ſhall inſt foz het, 
and be that winneth her ſhall mary her, 


| Then |} 


ag, 


. 
r A cc aus . e Po 


Geſta Romanorum: 75 


Then the Nobles and States of the 
Empire greatly reiopted, and onely foz 
love of that beautifull Damſell they 
would not oneip 1aft, but alſo fight : 10 
they ſef a dap of battaile, « many woꝛ⸗ 
thy men were flaine on both ſides, nes 
nertheleſſe one obtained the vico2p,and 
eſpouſed that faire Ladp. 

The ſecond Daughter which was 
= fonle and ill-fauoured, iceing her ſiſfer 
| ſo beſfowed with great ſolemnitie, wept 
- daily, therefoze the Emperour her fas 
ther came to her and ſaid : Dere daagh: 
fer, why mourneſt thou thus: Alas, 
ders Father, quod ſhe, it is no wonder 
'F though J mourne, ſeeing my Silfcr is 
married with great honour and glad- 
neſſe, and euerp man is topfull of her, 
and no man careth foz mp company, 
therefoze dere Father what J ſhall do 
J know not. Then ſaid the Emperour: 
O mp dere daughter, all; that is mine 
ts thine, and it is not vnknowne fo pou 
that he which married thy ſiſter had no- 
thing with her, but her bcanutifnil co2ps, 
and thcrefoze J ſhall pꝛoclaime in mine 
owne perſon thzongh all mp Empire, 
that 
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that what man will marry th&,J ſhall 
aſſure him the empire after my deceaſe 
by letters patent. Then this pong lady 
though Ge was foule and ill fauoured, 
nenerthelcſſe ſhe reiopced greatly in the 
pꝛomiſe of her Father. Shoꝛtly after 
the pꝛoclamation was thus made, there 


came a p2oper and poung Knight which ü | 
eſpouſed the Lady, and after the death 
of the Emperour he ſeaſed vpon all the 


Empire, and be was crowned Empe⸗ 


rour and ſhe Emp2elle: and they liued 


after together a long time in peace and 
roll. 


The Moral], 

+ Deere friends this Emperour befos 
keneth our Loꝛd Icſu Chꝛiſt, which had 
two danghfers, the one faire, and the 
other fonle. The faire daughter betoke- 
neth the Mozld, which is full faire and 
delectable te many men. The fonle be- 
tokeneth pouertie and trouble, whom 
few men defice to marp with. Peuer⸗ 
theleſſe a Pꝛoclamation was made by 
the holy Scripture,that who ſo would 
haue his faire Daughter, that is, the 


be 
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wozld, 


wozld,ould haue nothing with her buf 
her faireneſſe, that is, the woꝛldly ba- 
nities which fade and fall awap like as 
the beautte ob man, But who ſo will 
marry the ſoule daughter, that is, will 
bvoluntarilie receiue pouertie 8nd trou- 
ble fo2 Gods lone, without doubt he ſhal 
F obfaine the empire of heauen, accoꝛding 
to the Scripture. ſaping: Yee that haue 


forſaken all things for my loue to fol- 


low me, ſhall hes everlaſting life. 


4 Many Noble and woꝛthy men hane 
tufted fo2 the faire Daughter, that is, 
haue fonght and trauailed by Sea and 


by land in this world, foz conetouſnes 


ok woꝛldly riches and at length there be 
many ſlaine: fo2 there is nothing here 
but Pꝛide of life, Couetoulneſſe of tho 
Epes, and of the F leſh, where thꝛough 
theſe grieuous ſinnes, all the wozld is 
put to great damage and miſchiefe. So 
be that marrieth the faire Daughter, 
that is, the UWozld, is he that ſetteth 
all his affection and whole deſire vpon 
the w2etchedneſſe and vanities of this 
wicked wozld, and will not by any 
meanes foꝛſake this vaine wszld,like a 

wzetch 
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But he that marrieth the fonle dangh- 
ter, is the god Chꝛiſtian man, which 


fo2 the Lone of the Kingdome ol Mea. 
ven, and the enerlaſting ioyes thereof, 


foꝛſaketh all this woꝛld, and not onely 


doth thus, but alſo deſpiſeth himſelfe, F 
obeping vnto the irue and enerlining F 
God in all things. Such a man cer- F 
tainely ſhall obtaine the ioyfull and hap- 7]: 


| E 


pie Empire of Heauen.Unto the which 


he that dyed fo2 bs, euen Jeſus Chill 
bzing bs all. Amen. 


The Argument. 


Deuotion, Prayer, and Thankſgjuing F 


vnto God for his gifts, is a ſweet ſoun- 
ding Muſi cke, delectable in the cares 
of God. We are hereby warned not 
after our firſt offending to returne to 
our vomit with the Dog, nor after wa- 
ſhing with the Sew to wallowing in 
the mire: No, rather let vs bath our 
ſoules in the well of ſorrowfull and 
hartie repentance and perſeuerance 
in good life, that wee may liue with 


Chriſt in euerlaſting ioy and bliſſe. 
| Some- 
"i 
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The 28. Hiſtorie, 


| OMNmetime in Nome dwelt a mightie 
1 O@Emperour named Andromicke, the 
which abone all things loned Pu⸗ 
F ſicke. This Emperonr had within his 
Cattle a Mell of ſuch vertue, that whos 


doeuer were dꝛonke, by dꝛinking the was 
ter thereof chould incontinently become 


rech againe, and be deliuered from all 
kinde of dizineſſe. There was alſo dwel⸗ 
ling in this Emperours court a Knight 
named Ydronie, whom the Emperonr 


& loned much, but oft times he would be 


F dzuncke, which vice the Emperour ha- 
ted aboue all things, And when this 

knight perceiued himſelfe dꝛuncke, then 
hee would goe to the Mell and d2inc> 
of that water and ſo refreſh himſclfe, ſo 
that whatſoener the Emperour ſaid to 
him he would anſ were him ſo reaſonas 
bly that no d2zunkenneſle might be ſerne 
in him, and fo2 his wittie ani were her 
was greatly beloued of ſhe Emperour. 
Peuertheleſſe his fellowes ſonght fo 
2 the Emperours loue from * 
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It fozfuned on a dap that this Em. 
perour went to the Fo2reſt where he 


beard a Nightingale ſing right plea- } 
ſantly : oftentimes after hee would rife } 
earely inthe mozning, and ſometimes F 
from his meate, # walke into the wode F 
foz to heare her ( wet ſong, wherefoze F 
many of his men ſaid among them. 
ſelnes : Dur Lo2d delighteth ſo much in 
the Nightingales ſong, that be reck o- 
neth nothing our pꝛofit, inſomuch that 


though two things his love is with- 
dꝛawen ſrom vs, that is by Ydronie the 


Knight, and by the [wert long of the 


Nightingalg 


Then ſaid an old Knight that was N ö 
among them. Sirs quod he, if you will } 


follow mp conunlatile,J Gall deliver you 
ofthe Knight Y drome, andof the Nigh- 
tingale without hurt oz death. Then 
they [ware and ſaid, whatſoener pou 
aduiſe bs fo doe, we will ſtraight wap 
fulfill it with all our hearts. When this 
Knight beard this, within a while after 
be chanced fo eſpie this Knight Y dro- 
nie dzuncke, wherefs2e he locked faſt the 


well, ſo when this N Yaronic came 
ay 


* 
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ward he ſhonld no moze 
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ko rekreſh himſelle, he found the Mell 
faſt locked. 

| Now the Emperour bad a great bu- 
ſineſſe fo treate cf, whereſoze in halt her 


| ſent fo2 this Knight, becauſe of his great 


| wiſedome to haue his counſell. And 


when he came befoze the @mperour ber 
was ſo dꝛuncke that her could not mone 


bis tongue, neither had wit, reaſon, noꝛ 


| bnderſtanding to anſwers the Empe- 
| rour fo his matter. 


But when the Emperour ſaw this 
he was greatly vered, fo2 as much as 
he hated that vice, wherefoze be com- 
maunded anone that — — dap fo2- 
1 ſene with - 
in his land, vpon paine of death. 
This hearing his foes thep reiopted, 
and layd vnfo the old knight. Now we 
be delivered of this Knight Y dronie, 
there is no moze to doe but that we map 
finde a way to be delinered alſo of the 
Nightingale, in which the CRIT 
delighteth ſo much. 

Then laid the old night, pour eares 
ſhall heare, and pour epes ſhall ſe, this 
Nightingale ſhall be deftroped hoztly. 


Not 
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Not long after this old Knight eſpied F 
that the Nightingale vſed to ut bpona | 
tree euen aboue the fozeſaid well, wher- F 

as her make came coupled with her, 
—— in the abſence of her make 'Þ 
the toke oftentimes another make and 
coupled with him: when ſhe had thus 
done, then would cher deſcend fo the 
Well to bath her ſelfe, that when her! 
make came her ſhould fe&le no ſanone Þ| + 
no2 euill ſent ot that ſhe had done. hen 
the Knight had ſeene this, on a time e 
locked the Mell, and when the Nigh# 
tingale-wonſd — deſcended to bath | 
her ſelfe aftex the coupling with the / 
ther make, ih found the Mell cloſed; Þ 
wherfoꝛe ſhe flew vp into the tre againe Þ 
and mourned ſoze in her manner, and 
left her ſong. Then came her make and 
ſaw that ſh& had done againſt her na” 
ture, he returned againe and in ſhozt 
time bzonght a great multitude of nigh# 
tingales which flew his make,and tare 
her all in pieces. 

And thus was the wiſe Knight put 
away, and the Nightingale ſlaine, and 


the Emperour put from his Pane, 
an 
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and dilappoinfed of the great comfozt 
| be was wont fo haue. 


The Morall. 
1 Dere friends this Emperour befos 
| keneth our Load Jeſu Chzift, which lo⸗ 
- neth greatly the ſong of deuotion, (03 
' when we pꝛap we ſpeake bnto God, 
und when we reads God ſpeaketh vnto 
+ bs. The Well that was in tie Pallace, 
"| betokeneth acknowledging of our ſins 
| fo God,therefoze if any be dꝛunke with 
anne, let him dzinke of the Mell of ac⸗ 
| knowledging of his ſinnes, and with- 
4 out doubt he ſhall be ſafe. This Y dronie 
1 4 -betokeneth every man that wilfullp res 
F furnothagaine fo fin aſter dis acknows 
7 ledged ſinne, like as the Dogge that mas 
| - keth a bomit and caſteth vp the meats 
that he bath eaten befoze,and afterward 
when he is hungry commeth and eateth 
it againe. Neuertheleſſe if a man that 
hath thus ſinned will dꝛinke of the well 
of acknowledging his finne,be ſhall re- 
ceine his ghoſtly ſtrength. The Nighs 
| tingale that ſat on the Tr betokeneth 
the ſoule that ſitteth on the Tre& of holp 
L decrine 
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doctrine. And her ſong betokeneth the 
Soule that ſitteth on the tree in denont 
pꝛapers to God. But this Donle doth F 
commit euill as often as the conſenteth 
to ſinne. Peuertheleſſe if ſhe runne to 
the well of acknowledging of nne, ans 
bath her with the water of contrition, 
God ſhall lone her. * 
But her foes, that is, the ſiends k 
bell, ſteing his that God is mercifoll, ' | 
they Cop the well of acknowledgement. | 
of ſinne, that is, they would withdzaw | 
bs from dutifall acknowledgement and 
from due reconfiliation of our ſelues be. 
tweene bs and God, and betweene vs 
and man, without ſhame and dzead “ 
repenfance, not to declare cur ſinnes. 
And tbus though the temptations of 
- the Dinell our adnerſarp, many haue 
birne exiled and put fo death euerlaſt⸗ 
ing. And therefoze ſtudie wee to bath 
our ſoules in this life in the well of ac- 
knowledgement of ſinnes, with the wa- 
ter of tontrition, and then me ſhall be 
ſure in the wozld come fo haue ioy e- 
nerlaſting. Unto the which God bzing | 
bs all. Amen, 
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The Argument. 
The ſoule of euery good Chriſtian man 


ought to prepare armed vertues for to = 
withſtand the aſſaulis of the Diuell: " 
4 Wee are here put in minde of our deli- 'Þ 
uerance from death by the prqefiws 
bdlood ſhed of Icfus Chriſt, whice'is a 
4 terrour to all the Diuels in hell, if we 
continue in faith and beliefe in hun, 
the bulwarke of out ſaluation. 


The 29. Hiſtorie. 


1 — — there dwell in Rome a 
Omigbtie @mperour named Hermes, 
which had a mightie ſtrong Citie ex⸗ 
ceding ſtrongip wall:d about, and a 
Bell hanging in the middeſt of the ſaid 
Citie, and when to euer this Emperour 
went fo any battaile without the Citie, 
this Bell ſhould be rung, but there did 
no man ring the Bell but a Uirgir. 
Wuthin ſhoꝛt time after it befell that 
D2agons, Serpents, and alſo many 


| bther venemons Beaſtes impoyſoned 
L 2 much 
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much people, ſo that the Citie was al⸗ | 


moſt deffroped, wherefoze the States o! 
the Citie went with one aſſent to the 
Emperour and ſaid: Lozd, what hall 
we doe zloe, our people, our gods and 
our Citie is almoſt deſtroped, and pou e 


wee be in perill to periſh, thꝛough theſe 
g veaſts that conſume vs, therefoe 


tak? w& god counſaile, oz elſe we are 


vndone. Cden ſaid the Empereur, what 


ſhinke pon is beſt to be done in this mat» $ 
ter, and how map wee be beſt defended# |. 
Then anſwered one of the wiſeſt ans 
ſaide : Pp Lo2d heare mp counſaple, 


and doe thereafter,and pou ſhall not re- t 
pent it. You have in pour Wallace a 
Lion, and ſet bp a pete of timber lo te 


purpoſe, and thereunto let the Lien be 
be napleo and made faſt, and when o- 
ther venemous beaſts (& him thus vſed 
and dealt with, thep will feare vs, and 
ſo ſhall they fozſake dur Citie, and wee 
hall be in reſt and quiet. Then ſaid the 
Emperour, it pleaſeth me well that he 
be ſo bled thereby to ſane pon. Then 
thep twke the Lion t bſed him in man⸗ 
ner as afozeſaid, Now when the — 
Lions 
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1 Lions and venemous beaſts came to. 


wards the Citie and ſaw the Lion thug 


+ vled,thep flew away foz feare,anddurſt 
tome nomoze thether. 


| 
the fozbidden Apple. The venemous 
Beafts that popſoned the men befoke- 
neth the Fiends of Hell, which fo2 the 
moſt part haue deſfroped all mankinde. 


The Moral]. 
Dere friends this Emperour beta- 


1 neth the Father of Heauen, the Citie 
well walled with the Bell in the midi 


betokeneth the ſonle, walled about with 
bertues. This Ben betokeneth a cleane 
tonſcience, that warneth a man to bat- 
taile when he ſhould fight againſt ths 
Dinell,thathe might arme bhimſelfe bes 


: done with vertues. The Uirgin that al- 
waies ſhould ring this Bell, is Reaſon, 
which as a Uirgin enclineth vnto all 


rightfull cleanneſſe, The venemoug 
Dꝛagon that beareth the Fire, betoke- 
neth the fleſh ol man, which beareth the 
fireof Conetonſnefſe, the which burnt 
Adam our fozefather, when be eate of 


The States of the Citie betokeneth the 
13 Pa⸗ 
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Patriarks g pꝛophets, which beſought } 
God of connſaile and remedie, that mans F 
kinde might be (agzd, and anon it was 
tounſailed fo2 the beſt remedp, that a Li- 
on (that is Ch:iſt,) ſhould be napted vp» Þ 
onthe Croſſe, accoꝛding to the Scripture 
ſaping thus, :xpcdu vous moriatur ho- 


mo pro populo, vt gens non pereat, &c. 
That is, It was requiſit that one man 


auld die fo2 the people, Icaſt all fleſh | 
ſhould periſh, Then toke they Chꝛiſt 


and hung him on the croſfe,fo2 the which 
the diuell dꝛeadeth ch2iftian people, and 


dare not come nigh them. And thus by } 
the grace of God, chꝛiſten men ſhal tome 
to euerlaſting bliſſe. Unto the which 

bꝛing vs the lambe of God, which ſhed | 


his pꝛecious blood foz vs. Amen, 
The Argument. 


Here is ſignified the thraldome of man 
vnto Sathan by ſinne, ull Chriſt the 
ſon of God deſcended with the pow: 
er of the holy Ghoſt t ſet them at li- 
bertie, and put him in poſleſsion ofthe 
pallace of euerlaſting felicitie. 


* 
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4 SOmetime in Rome dwelk a mightie 

FF L@Emperour and a mercifall, named 
Mienalay, which oꝛdained ſuch a law that 
what innocent perſon were taken put 
in pꝛilon, ii he might eſcape and tome to 
the Emperozs pallace, he ſhould be there 
. Cafe foz all manner accuſations againſt 
bimin his life time It was not long at- 
ler, but it befcll that a knight was accu- 
ſcd,wherefoze he was taken and put in a 
ſtrong g darke pꝛiſon, where he lap long 
time, and had no light but at a little win 
dow, whereas (cant light ſhone in, that 
lightened him to eafe ſuch ſimple meate 
ag was bꝛonght him by his Keper, 
wherefoze he monrned greatip E made 
ſoꝛrow that hee was thus faſt ſhut vp 
from the ſight of men, Peuerthelelle 
when the Keeper was zone there came 
daily a Nightingale in af the window 
and (ang full ſwefly , of whoſe ſong 
this wofull Knight off times was fed 
with iop, x when this bird ceaſed off her 


ſong, then would ſhe fly into the knights 
boſome, 
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thon art the creature of God, and J alſo, 


When the bird heard this ſhe flew fo2th 
from his boſome,and tarried from him 
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fetters fell off, And then be aroſe a 
konched the dozes of the pꝛiſon, and 
thep opened, and ſo he eſcaped and ran 
falt to the Emperours Pallace. _ 


boſome, and there this Knight fed her 
manp a dap of the wttaile that God lent F 
him. It befell after on a dap, that this | 
night was greatlp deſolate of comfozt, | 
Neuerthelefſe the Bird that ſat in his 
boſome ted vpon kernels of Nuts, and 
pus he ſaid to the Bird. Swet Biro 1 
haue ſuſtained ther many a dap, what 
wilt thou giue me now in mp deſolatien 
to tomfoꝛt me: remember the well that }. 


therefoze help me now in mp great ned. | 


A . A Ebbe Knight meruatled of the Clone and 
© "Of the Bird, and fo2thwith he toke the. 
ſtone in his hand and touched his gines' | 
and fetfers therewith, and p2eſently his | 
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th:& dates: but the third dap ſhe cams 
| againe and bzought in ber mouth a pze- Þ 
--». Cons ſone, and laid it in the Bnights F 
.boſome. And when ſhe had ſo done ſhe | 
. ko her flight e flew from him againe. 
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| [ the körper of the pziſen perceined this, 
— blew a hozne thziſe, and raiſed bp all 

| the folkeof the Citie, and led them fozth 
trying with an bigh voice. Loe the thefe 
is gone, follow we bim all. And with 
” thatheranne beſoꝛe all his fellowwes to- 
ward the Knight, and when ber came 
nigb him, the knight bent his bow and 
- dwhhote an arrow wherewith de ſniote 
the keeper in the langs and flew vine 
and then heranne to the pallace,whet&e-- 

| as he found ſuccour againſt the Law. 


The Morall. 

, Deere friends this Emperour befs. 

| keneth our Lozd Jeſu Cb2iſt, which oz 
| dapned a law, that what innocent, that 
la, what perſon impꝛiſoned w2ongſally 
| and might eſcape and come to the Pal- 
late of his heauenly habitation though 
repentance and true amendment of life, 
would finde perpetuall ſuctour e belpe. 
Tbis knight betokeneth euerp one that 
is innocent and accuſed by enuie oz ma- 
lice vninflp, taking griefe fo2 bis pzeſent 
eſtate. The-keper of this pꝛilon befs- 
keneth the Den that kepeth ſuch a 
man 
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manhard bound in ſin, and ſerueth him | 


with riches and delights of this tranſl. F 
tozie woꝛld, that hœ ſhould not eſcape Þ q 
from danger. 11 

The Bypꝛd that ſingeth ſo ſwertly, be.. 


fokeneth the voyce of heauen, that laith 
to the oppꝛeſſed: Reuertere, reuettere | 
ſunamius. Turne againe, now furng | | 
againe thou Pꝛiſoner, that is, turnes | 
gaine thou oppziſſed, & I ſhall receine } 
ther to grace. Fo2 when mankind was | ; 
in thzaldome fo @athan in the Paiſon | ; 
of Hell, then came there a Bird, that is, 
f 
I 
| 
f 
\ 
{ 


the Godhead. bearing with him a ſfone, 
that betokeneth our Lo2d Jeſu Chai, 1 
acco2ding fo the holy Scripture , ſap: Þ 
ing: Ezo ſum lapis, J am a ſtone. 1 

The ſoule ob Chzilt deſcended with } 
the God-head and bzought with him all 
mankinde out of the pꝛiſon of hell, there 
fo:e if any: of vs be in the Pꝛiſon of | 
woꝛldly oppꝛeſſion, touch we our ſinnes | 
with the tone, that is, with the verfne 
of our Le2d Jeſus Chꝛiſt, by acknow- 
ledging our Sinne by faithfnll pꝛaper, 
and by true contriſion, and then with- 
out doubt the chaines of our ge" 
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with this (fone ſhall be bzoken and fall 
| from bs, and the dodzesof Yeavenlp 
grace ſhall be opened, and we ſhall ob- 
F faine help and ſuccour in the Palace of 
the heavenly habitation. 


And il the Keeper of the Pꝛiſon, that 


| is.the Dinell (which is the blower of 
the hoꝛne of p2ide, lecherie, oz conetiſe) 
| ftirre bp any ſinners, then turne we a- 


gaine towards him manfullp,and ſhote 
at him the arrow of conſtant faith in 
Jeſus C21, by true and-vnfained re- 
pentance and without doubt he ſhall flee 
from bs. And then by the grace of Al- 


mightie God we map obtaine the Pal- 
F lace of heavenly bliſſe, where mer Hall 
behold the King of all glozp. Unto the 


which bzing vs eur Loꝛd Jeſus Chziſt. 
Amen. | 
"The Argument. 
A poore mm exalted to dignitie, is here 
admoniſhed not to be vathankful,and 
to render enill for good. But even to 
the molt ſimple ones to be gratefull 
for any benefite, els ſurely God that 
giues thee this promotion, will mo 
kne 
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the brutiſh creatures of the earth thy | 


enemies, and depole thee from thy 


dignitic,and he that hath helped thee, ] 
be hee neuer ſo baſe, may in the end | 
haue better fauour nh God and man 
then thy ſelfe, wherefore be warned of 
ingratitude, by this example, & know 


* 


thy ſelfe, thy God, and thy friend. 
The 31. Hiſtorie. 


Tat dwelt ſometime in Nome 


a inightie Emperour named E- 


bolides. It foztuned on a day 


that this Emperour walked info the 4 
a great Fozreſt to take bis pleaſure, Þ 
where he met ſodainelp with a poze F 


man, and ſo (one as this Emperour ſaw 
him he was greatlp moned with mercy 
and ſaid. God ſriend whence art thou? 
Pp loneraigne Lozd quod he; Jam 
pour ſubiec, bozne in pour land, and 
am now in great pouertie Then ſaide 
the Emperonr: Jf J knew that thou 
wert true in cuerp thing J ſhould pꝛo⸗ 
mote the to great riches, therefoze tell 
mewha t is thy name. 95 
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Py Lo2d quod he, Jam called Len · 
- ulys,and Jpzomile pon to doe pou true 
leruice, and if J doe otherwiſe,J ſubmit 
mp ſelfe vnfo all manner of puniſhment 

that you can put me to.UWhen the Em⸗ 

F perour heard this, de pzomoted him in- 

1] continently to great riches, and ſhoꝛtly 

after he made him a Knight and Stg- 

ward of his land. And when ha was 
thus exalted to honour, hee waxed very 
ond inſomuch that he deſpiſed both his 
ſuperiours and in ſeriours. Not long al- 
tee this ſteward rode by a ſozreſt, where 
he met with the Foſter, & charged him 
that he Chould make an hundzeth pits 
uthe ground, and couer them oner with 

rene graſſe and ſmall bowes, that if 
wüde beaſfs foztuned fo goe fo the (03s 
keit that ſame wap, that they ſhould fall 

| in,andſoſhould thep be takene bzovght 
to the Emperour. The Foſter anbwe⸗ 
red and ſaid: Sir, as pon haue ſaid if 
ſhall be done. Not long after it foꝛtuned 
| thatthis Steward rode fo this Fozreſf 
| | againe to ſ@ if theſe Pifs were made, 
and as he rode he bethought himſelfe 

how wealthie a man and how A 
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in power hee was made; and how all 
things in the Empire obeyed dim, and 


was at his command. 


As hæ rode thus thinking, he ſaid to [1 
himſelfe. There is no Gad laue onely F 
J, and with that h ſmote his Bezſe] 


with the ſpurres, and ſodaineip be fell 
into one of the d&pe Pits that her had 


oꝛdained befoze himſelfe, fo2 the wilde 
beaſts, and fo2 the great d&pneſſe there | 
of he might not ariſe againe by no man. 
ner of craft,wherefo:e he languiſhed in 


great perplexitie, and ſtroight wap after 


bim came a hungrp Lion, and fell inis 


the ſame pit. and after the Lion an Ape, 


and after the ape a Brrpent. When the 4. 
Steward was thus beſet with thele'F 


beaſts, b was erccedingly afraid. 


There was at that time dwelling in | 
— poꝛe man named Gur, that | 


on oor he carryed ſticks and wod that 


fell from trees, and ſuch as he could get 
in the Foꝛreſt, and thoſe he brought to 
the market and ſonld them, and in this 
wiſe ſuſtained himſelfe and his Mile as 
well as he might. 


Jt 
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It ſoꝛtuned that this poze Guy went 
do the fozreſt as he was wont, and as he 
tame by the deepe Pit he heard a man 
try and lap, O dere friend, what art 
thou: 0: Gods lake helpe me, and A. 
dall recompence thee ſo well that thon 
ſhalt euer atter be the better. 
Mhen this poze Guy heard that it 
was the voice of a man he meruailed 
greatl n, and ſtod Clill on the Pit bꝛincke 
and ſaid: Loe god friend 4 am come 
oz thou haſt called me. Then ſaid the 
Knight, deere friend, J am Steward 
bl all the Emperours lands, and thus 
bp foztune J am kallen into the Pit, 
and harre be with me ther beaſts, that 
F tis, a Upon, an Ape, and an hozrible 
F Serpent, which J feare moſt of all, and 
| | Jwotfnof of which of them J ſhall be 
t | dentoured ; therefoze J pꝛap thee get a 
„bung rope, wherewith thou maiſf dꝛaw 
me out ot this dp pit, and J will make 
tte rich fo2 euer hereafter, and if J haue 
o | nothelps the rather, J ſhall be deuou⸗ 
s | red of theſe crucll Beaſts. 
8 Then ſaid this poze Guy, J map 
full ill at this time infend to help ther. 
Foz 
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Foz J haue nothing to line on, but that | 
I gather wod and carry it to the mar! | 
ket to ſell, wherewith J am ſuſfained: | 
Nenertheleſſe J will leaue my purpo⸗ 
ſed taboor, and fulfill thy will, and if | 
thon reward mit not it will be great 


hindzante to me, and to my pwze wilt. 
Then the Steward made a great oath 
and ſaid, that he would pzomote him 
all bis to great riches. Then ſaid Sir 
Guy, if pon will fulfill pour p2omiſe, J. 
ſhall doe what you command me. And 
with that went againe to the Citie am 
bought there a long rope, and came fo 
the pit againe and (aid. 


Sir Steward, loe J let downea þ 
rope to the, binde thy ſelfe about bs 
middle therewith, that J map pull the } 
bp. Then was the Steward glad eſaid, | 
God friend let downe the rope: and | 


with that he caſt the end of the rope 
downe into the Pit. And when the Lion | 
ſaw that, he caught the rope and beld it 
faſt and Guy dzew the lion vp weening | 
fo himſelſe der had d2awen vp the fe- 
ward, and when he had ſo done the Li- 
on thanked him in his manner, e _ 
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to the Mod. Che ſecond time that Guy 
let downe the rope, the Ape leapt to it 
and caught it faſt, and when he was 
dꝛawen bp, he thanked Guy in his man- 
ner and ranne to the wod. The third 
time he let downe the rope hee dzew vp 
the ſerpent, which thanked him, e went 
to the wod. Then the Steward cryed 
with an high vopce : O deare friend, 
now J am delinered of theſe th:& beni- 
mous beaſts, now let downe the rope to 
me that J map come vp. And this poꝛe 
Guy let downe the rope, ethe Steward 
| ha bimſelfe faſt about the middle, 
and Guy dzew him bp. And when her 
was thus holpe out of the pit, He (aid 
to Guy as followeth. 
Come to me to mozrow to the Pal. 
late, and then J will reward ther. Then 
pie Guy reiopced thereof and went 
home without any reward. Then his 
| wife demanved of him why her gathe- 
d no wod wherewith they might line 
at dap. Then told de her all the cuent 
as it befell, how the ſtemard fell into a 
pit, (and alſo the Lion,the Ape, and the 


Serpent,)that hee had made in the ſaid 
PÞ foxceſt 
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fozreſt, and how he had holpen him out |. | 
with a rope, and laued him from being | 
deuoured of the thz& benemon> beaſts; | 
and that he ſhould goe to the Steward, 
and fetch is reward on the moꝛrow. 
When his wife heard this, ſhe retoyced F 
greatly and ſaid: if it ſhall he ſo, J pꝛay 
pou ariſe to moʒrow at a due haure, and 
goe to the Palace ⁊ receive pour reward, 
* thatwe map be comfo2ted therebp. 
Do in the mozning Guy aroſe, e went 
fo the Palate, and knocked at the gate 
then came the Pozter and aſked the 
canſe of his knocking: J pap the, quoth 
this Guy, goe to the Steward and ſay 
to him, that here abideth a poꝛe man at 
the gate that ſpake with him peſterday * 
in the Foꝛreſt. The Pozter went q told 
the t ward as the poꝛe man had (aid. | 
Then ſaid the Steward, goe thou a 
gaine, & tell him that he lyeih, fo: peſter⸗ 
day ſpake J with no man iu the toz ret, 
and charge him that h& goe awap, and 
that he trouble m no moze. The Poꝛ⸗ 
ter went foꝛth and folde pee Guy what 
the Steward bad ſaid, and charged him 
fo goe awap, Then was ſhits poze Guy 
{ozrowfull 
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ſoꝛrotokull and went home, and when he 
was come, he told his wife how the ſte - 
ward had anſwered him, His wife com 
fozted him in all that ſhe might and ſaid: 
goe you againe ? pꝛoue him thꝛiſe. Then 
on the moꝛrow this Guy aroſe & went 
to the Palace againc, pꝛaping the Po2- 
ter fodo hig errand once againe fo the 
Steward, thc pozfer anſwered and ſatd, 
gladly J woul? doe thine errand, but J 
feare me (o2e it ſhal be to thy hurt: then 
went he in and told the Steward that 
the poꝛe man was againe returned. 
When the Steward heard that, he went 
out and all to beate this ſilly Guy, and 
left him in perili of death. When his 
wife heard this, ſhe came with her Alle 
and led him home as ſhe might, and all 
that ſhe had, ſhe ſpent vpon chirurgions 
and Phiſitions to help him. And when 
he was perfcctip whole, he went to the 
Foꝛreſt as he was wont, foz to gather 
ſicks and mall woad fo2 his lining. 
And as he went in the foꝛreſt. he ſaw a 
Lyon dziuing befoze him ten Aſſes that 
were laden with rich iewels and mar⸗ 
chandiſe. This Lpon dꝛous fozth the 
Y 2 Guy 
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Ales befoze Guy, which feared him ſoꝛe, 
leaſt bee would haue denoured him, ne- 


uertheleſſe when be beheld the Lion bet- þ 


ter, de knew well that it was the ſame |} 
Lyon that he dꝛew out of the pit. This 
AX pon left not Guy, til! all the aſſes with Þ 
the Parchandile were entered into his 
pard,and then the Lyon did him obep- 
ſance and ran to the wod. 

Then Guy ſearched the fardels, and 
found great riches therein, wherefoze 
be made pꝛoclamation in diners Churs 
ches, if any man had loſt ſuch gods, ha 
Gould haue them againe; but there was 
none that challenged them. 

And when Guy ſaw this, be ſold the 
gods, and bougyt therewith houſe and 
land, and ſa was made rich. Neuerthe- F 
leſſe he haunted the Foꝛreſt as he did 
befoze. and after that be walked bp the 
Fozreſt to gather wod he ſpped the Ape 
in the top of a Tre, the which b2ake 
bowes buſity with her f&th and clawes | 
and thꝛeu them dotone, ſo that in ſhoꝛt 
time Gy had laden his Alle. And when 
the Ape Had ſo done, ſhe went her wap, 
and Guy wen: home, ow Guy on the 
| -mozrow 
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moꝛrow went fo the Foꝛreſt again, and 
as he late binding his fagots.he ſaw the 
Serpent that be dzew ont of the Pit 
tome toward him, bearing in her mouth 
a pꝛecisus Stone ok th:& colours, the 
which fone the Serpent let fall af Gives 
fete,and when ſhe had thus done, ſhe& 
kiſſed his feete and went her way. Then 
Guy twke vp the Stone, and meruailed 
greatly of what vertue it might be, 
wherefoze hœ aroſe vp and went fo a 
Jeweller gamed, Peter, and ſaid; Deere 
bꝛother, I pꝛap the tell me the bertue of 
this pzecious Stone,and J ſhall reward 
the fo2 thy labour. 

TUhen this Jeweller had well beheld 
and bnzerſtod the nature of the Stone, 
be ſaid: god friend, if thou liſt fo ſell the 
Cone, I ſbal gine thee an hundzed marks 
fo2 it. Then ſaid Guy, J will not ſell 
the one till thou tell me trnety the ver- 
tues thereof. Then ſaid the Jeweller, 
without doubt this tone hath thzi ver- 
tues: the firſt vertue is, that whoſoener 
beareth this ſtone about him, ſball haue 
top without ſozrow : the ſecond bertue 
is, that ber ſhall have plentie without 

P 3 want: 
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want: the third vertue is, he ſhall hang 
light without darkneſſe: and it hath al- 
lo another vertue, that no men map ſcll 
it bat fo2 as much as it is wozth, aud 
if he doe the contrary, the done retur: 
neth againe to the firſt owne 

TWhen Cuy heard ibis, de was right 
iopfull, and ſaid to hinſciſe, in a god 
_ J dꝛew theie 35Scaſts out st the 
Pit. . | 
Pol long alter it befcll that this Guy 
by the vertue of this Stone was made 
patſing.rich, and bought great polleſſi⸗ 
ons, and linclode, wherefoze within a 
while he was made knight. 


It was not long after the Emperour | 


han knowledge how fir Goy had a ſtone 


of ſuch bertue, wherefozc he (cnt fo2 ſir f ; 


Guy, commanding him to come fo him 
in all haſt, and ſo he did. And when fir 
Guy was come to the Empcroz,the Em⸗ 
pero; ſaid to him: Mp friend, J haue 
heard ſap that ſometime thou wert in 
great pouertie, and now thou art mats 
rich by the vertue of a little ſtone, there⸗ 
foze J pzap the tt at thou ſell me that 
ſtone. Sir Gvy anſwered and faid, that 
may 
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map J not do, fo; ſo long as Thane that 
tone, Jam ſure of thꝛee things, that is, 
| of tap without ſozrow, plentie without 
| | want, and light without darkneſſe. 
When te Emperour heard this, ber 
| had a greater deſtre fo buy that Cong 
[| then he had befo2e, and ſaid fo him: Sir 
Guy,of two things,thon maſk chuſe one, 
that is, chooſe whither thou wilt fozſake 
this Empire and all thy kindzed, oz elle 
ſell me thy Done. 

Then ſaid ſir Guy, mp Lo2d it it 
| malt needs be thus, be it at pour will, 
muertheles J ſhall tell pen the perill of 
- | this Stone, if ye pap not therefoze as it 
is woztb, without doubt it will come to 
F meagaine. Then ſaid the Emperour, 
| ſothly J will giue ſutficient, fo2 thon 
| halfreceiue of me therefoze a thouſand 
pound: and ſo it was done, fir Guy res 
teined the monep v went home: On the 
mo2rolw earelp he opened his toter and 
found the Stone, and then he told to the 
Lady his wife, how ber had faund the 
lone which he had ſold to the @mperoz 
i his Tofer. Then ſaid his wife, god 
ir Jae pe vnto the Emperoꝛ againe, and 
giue 


* 
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giue him the tone, leaſt that he be dil 
pleaſed, and thzough malice repute ſome 
deceit in vs. 

Then went fozth Sir Guy againe tu 
the Emperaur, and laid to him. Py} 
L020: Yeſterday J ſould pou a ffonethe} 
which it it pleaſe pou J would faineſs. | 
The Emperonr went koz the ſtone 1 
his Treaſurie but found it not, where 
loꝛe hie was right ſozrowfull and cam 
againe and told Sir Guy, how it was 
loſt Then ſaid Sir Guy, my Lo2d griem 
vou nof,fo2 J folde pon peſterdap that 
might not (ell it, but if had the valew 
thcreof, e yeſterdap J received a thou 
ſand pound of pon thereſoze, and this | 
dap J found it in mp Cofer againe, am 
therefo2e if J had not bzonght the ſtone 
againe, paraduenture pon would haue 
ſhewed mee pour heaup countenance, 
and with that he ſhewed fo2th the one, 
whereat the Emperoz marueiled great, 
lp, and ſaid : Sir Guy, by the faith that 
thon oweſt to me, fell me how thoy 
cammeſt by this ſfons. 

Chen ſaid ſir Guy, By the faith that 
Jobe to you, J ſhall tell yon _ — 
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trueth as touching this fone. Pour 
ſteward that is pꝛomoted vp ofnought, 
ozdained, manp derpe Pits, in pour 
Foꝛreſt. and it foztuned not long after, 
that he fell downs into one ofthem him- 
ſelfe, and might not ariſe againe foꝛ the 
derpeneſſe of the Pit, it foꝛtuned alſo the 
ſame dap that a Lyon, an Ape. and a 
Serpent fell into the Pit with him, at 
which time J was a very poꝛe man, 
and toke great paines fo2 mp liuing, and 
as J walked into the Foreſt with mine 
Aſſe to gather M, be cryed fo mee 
that J Gould helpe him ont of the Pit, 
and (ave him from death, fo2 there were 
in the Pit with him ther venemous 
beaſts, that is, a Lion, an Ape, and a 
fonle Serpent, and then hee pꝛomiſed 
me by his wozd to pꝛomote me and all 
my kin fo great riches. Mhich when J 
beard, J was right glad, and let downe 
a long rope vnts him, ſappofing to haue 
dꝛawen him vp, and J haled bp a Lion, 
and after that an Ape, and then a Ber- 
pent, and at the laſt pour ſteward. 
The Lyon gaue me ten Alles laden 
with marchandiſe, the Ape gane me — 
muc 
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much wood as mine Aſſe might beare, 
and the ſerpent gaue me this ſtone that 
3 haue lold pon, but pour ſteward beat 
mee and wounded mer full ſoc fo2 my 
god will, that J was boznehome vpon 
mine Aſſe. 

_ When the Cmperour heard this, his 
heart was greatlp moned againſt the 
ffeward,wherefs;ze he examined hun of 
that falſe deꝛde, but hee was dumbe and 
would not ſpeake, foz ſo much that her 
could not denie his ingratitude. 

Then ſaid. the Emperour. O thou 
wzelched creature, vnreaſenuble Beaſts 
as the L pon, the Ape, and the Serpent, 
rewarded him fo2 his god derd, and thou 
that art a realonable man haſt almoſt 
beaten him to death that ſaned the, and 
foke fh& out of the pit, therefo2e foꝛ thy 
falhod and wickedneſſe J indge thee to 
be hanged this dap on the gallows, and 
ail tbp gods and lands J grant to Sir 
Guy : and alſo J ozdaine that Sir Guy 
ſhall occupp thy place, and be my Ste⸗ 
ward, and ſo it was done. When fir 
Guy was thus rewarded by the Em⸗ 
perour, and made Steward de was wel 
beloued 
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beloued, ef enerp man as long as he 
{ lived, and at the laſt ended his life with 
{ honour in peace. 


The Morall. 

Tbis Emperour betokeneth the Fa- 
ther of heauen, the poꝛe man betoke- 
neth enerp man that commeth into this 
{ wo2ld, feeble and naked lrom his mo - 
thers wombe and at the laſt is pꝛomo⸗ 
ted to great riches and wozldly honour, 
as the Pſalmiſft ſaith: De ſtercore er:- 
gens pauperim, God lifteth bp the pœe 
man out of the mire. But manp ſuch 
men know neither God no2 themſelues, 
but cauſe to make d&pe ptts,that is,bn- 


& kindnes and malice thep oꝛdaine againſt 


F ſimple men, in the which Pit the Diuel 
' cauſeth them off fo fall, atcoꝛding to the 
Text in Eccleſraſticus: Foucam qui al- 
teri facit ipſe incidit eam: that is, whe 
maketh a Pit foz an ofher man, him- 
felfe fallefh therein. Mhich Text was 
well pzoned by Haman, Who cauſcd to 
ſet vp a gallowes for Mardochius, but 
was hanged thereon himſelfe. This Guy 
that went daily fo the Foreſt * 
, ' 
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Adee fo gather wod, betokeneth enery | 
iuſt and godly man, fearing God, in the 
- Fozxreſt ofthis world, his wod that ha 
gatdereth, betokenetn bis faith and gad 
woꝛkes, which her carrpeth vpon his F 
Ale, humane indeuour, wherewith his 
ſoule map iop and live in the taberna. F 
cle of heauen. And as the Steward, he 
pon, the Ape, and the ſerpent that fell F 
into the pit, right ſo a ſinfull man fak Þ 
leth info the pit of ſinne: but the yen 


of the tribe of luda (that is, Jeſu Chzif) 
deſcendeth with him as oftentimes as 
the ſinner hath will to come to grace, 
Therekoꝛe ſaith the Pſalmiſt, Cum ipſo 


ſym in t ibulatione. That is, J am with | 
him in tribulation : this Guy dzaweth þ 
bp the Lyon,that is mans ſoule ont of Þ 
the pit, by the co2d of vertues. Be dzew | 
bp the ape alſo, that is, contrary will ts 


reaſon,that he map obep fo reaſon. e; 


of all manner beaſts the ape is moſt like: 


to man, right as among all the ſtrengths 


oftie ſonle, diſcretion onght fo be lin / 


ned with reaſon, and fo obey reaſon. He 


dꝛew vp alſo a ſerpent, by the which is | 


bnderſfod repentance, foz two cauſes + 


SP Ih =» on 92) = ED a= oy: mm 


Geſta Romanorum, 92 


| foz the ſerpent beareth in his mouth vbe- 
nime and in his taile a medicine. Right 
ſo repentance beareth at the beginning 
+ bittcrneſle to the doer, nenerthelefle it is 
full wert and meditinable vnto the ſouls 
at the end, and the refoꝛe cut tp iuſt man 
'4 fhould dzaw to him the ſerpent cf repen- 
4 tance. Zhen at the laſt he dꝛew vp the 
| Steward from the pit of finne,acco2ding 
"+ bnto Chiiſts ſaping: | 
Im not come onely to call the righ- 
teous, but ſinners to repentance. 
"Als it is wꝛitten that Seneca the Phi⸗ 
| lofopher tangbt an Emperour many 
lawes and vertues of truth, and at the 
| laſt like as this ſleward did, ſo did this 
Emperour, he ſought the death of his 
Paſter Seneca, 
- Allo Chailk gaue power fo Iudas fo 

wozke miracles, like as he did to other 
Diſciples, neuertheleſſe he betraied him 
atthe laſt. 
Right ſo now a dapes be many chil⸗ 
den of Belial; which delighteth moꝛe to 
doe harme then god, in elpeciall to them 
| that would inſtrug them petſtalp both 
loʒ the loule and body. 

] The 
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The Lyongaue to the iuſt and god: | 
lp poꝛe man tenne Aſſes charged with F 
Marcbandiſe: that is, our Lo2d Jeſu 
Chzlt giueth vnto encry righieaus man 
tenne Commandements charged with 
vertaes, by Which he groweth to thert- F 
ches of hranen. Tbe Ape alſo, gathe⸗ 
red him wed, as off as the iaſt man 
waonzketb the fruifes of tatth : foz wad Þ 
© voluntarilp is p2ofitable fo2 two things,, 
that is, to make fire, and to build hon | 
ſes. Right ſo Charitie retopceth God | * 
and the angels in heauen, accoꝛding a 
ſhe Deripture, ſaying 2 Quia magis gau- 
dium eſt Anzelis, &c. That is, moze 
top is among angels fo2 one ſinner dos 4 
ing repentance, ec. Charitie alſo raiſetih 
the houſe of heauen, againſt the com- F 
ming of the ſoule. The Serpent alſo F 
gane him affoneof the diners colours, | 
the which betokeneth our Ko2d JFeln } 
Chaiſt, whom we ſ&ke by repentance, | 
Therefoꝛe ſaith Saint Icrom in the (e- 
cond Table thus: Poſt naufragivm eſt 
penitendum: that is, Me ſhould re- 
pent vs after our ſhſpwꝛacke. 
That Chꝛiſt is the Stone, map be 
pꝛoued 
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pꝛoued by himſelfe ſaping : Ego ſum la- 
pis viuus: that is, Jam a lining ſfone. 
Chailk hath thꝛe colours, which betoke- 
neth the power of the Father, the wiſe- 
dome of the ſonne, and the humilitic of 
the bolp Ghoft. | 
Therefoze who ſo may get this pꝛe- 
tious Stone ſhall haue the Empire of 
heauen, top without ſozxow , plentie 


j L without want, and light without dark⸗ 


"] _ pefſe: vnto which bing vs, our Lozd 
"Jeſu Chꝛiſt, that dyed fo all mankinde. 
Amen. 


The Argument. 


&. By the Natiuitie of Chriſt proceedeth 


joyfull gladneſſe to the world, and (a'- 
nation vnto mankinde. Y ct is man 
vnthankefull vnto God, contrarie to 
his promiſe made in Baptiſme. We 
are warned by all world!y Tempeſls, 
continually to cleave to Chriſt by 
Faith and Hope, to continue in well 
doing, and to withſtand the malice of 
the Divell : the Preachers of Gods 
word are ſent of God to confound the 
Diueil 
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Diuell by ſound doctrine and good 
life: life and death is ſet before men, 
we ought then to choſe that life that 
may be for our euerlaſting comfort. 


The 32. Hy ſtorie. 


CDmetime in Rome dwelt a mightie 
Cmperoor, named Anſelme, which F 
had wedded ſhe Kings daughter of le- 
ruſalem, a faire Lady and a gracious, "| 
in the ſight of euerp man, but ſhe wap 
long time with the Emperour 02 th&e | + 
bare him any child, wherefoze the No» | 
bles of the Empire were right ſozrow- ÞF - 
foll,becanſe their Lozd had none Yeire | 
of his owne body begotten, Till at lat 
it befell, that this Anſelme walked alter 
ſupper in an evening in his garden, and 
. dethought bimſelfe how her had none 
heire and how the King of Ampluy F 
warredon him continually, fo2 ſo much | 
as he had no ſonne fo make defiancein } 
bis abſente, wherefo2e he was right ſoz- |. 
ruwfull and went fo his chamber and | 
Cept. Then de thought he ſaw a viſion 
in his ſlerpe, that the Pozning was | 
much 
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mach mozeclerer then it was wont to 
be, and that the Pone was moze paler 
on the one ſide, then on the other, And 
alter he ſaw a bird of two colours, and 
by that bird ſtod two' beaſts, which fed 
that little bird with their heate: and al⸗ 
ter that came many moe Beaſts, and 
bowed their bꝛeaſts toward the Bird, 
and went their way. Then camethers 
diuers Birds, that ſung ſo ſwetlp and 
F. pleaſantly that the Emperour awaked. 
In the Poꝛning earely this Anſelme re- 
| membꝛed his viſion and wondzed much 
| \Wwhatit might ignifie, wherefoze hs cal- 
+ ed to him his Philoſophers, and . 
1 the States of his Empire, e fold 
dis Yeane, charging them fo tell 
x miſication-thereof ,vpen paine of 
| md iſthep fold him the nas: 


"Then lald * ebnen, tell bs 


pou what it betokeneth. Then the Em⸗ 
|  peronrtold them from the beginning to 
te ending as it is afozeſaid. When the 
Philoſophers heard this, with glad 

N charg 
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your dzeame, and welhalldeclare voto. ' © | 
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chere, they ankwered and ſaid. Pp Lo2d; 
the d2eamg that pon ſaw betokeneth 
god, fo) the Empire ſhal be moꝛe clea- 
rer then it is. The Mone that is moꝛe 
pale on the one ſidc then on the other, be⸗ 
tokeneth the Empꝛes, that bath loſt part 
of her conlour th2ough the conception 
of a Son, that ſhe hath conteiued. The 
little Bird betokeneth the ſonne that ſhe 
ſhall beare. The two beaſts that fave 
this Bird betokeneth all the wiſe men 
and rich men of this Empire, which 


ſhall obey thy Sonne Theſe other ; | } 
Beaſts that bowed their Bꝛeaſts to the 


Bird, befokeneth that many other Nas 
tions ſhall doe himhomage. The Bird 
that ſung ſo ſwe&tly to this little Bird, 
betokeneth the Romanes, which ſhall 
reia te and ſing, becauſe of his birth. Lo 
this is the very interpꝛetation of pour 
dꝛeame. 

When the Emperour heard this, he 
was right topfull. Now, ſone after that 
the Emp2effe trauailed in Child - birth 
2 was deliuered of a faire ſon,of whoſe 
birth was great e wonderfulliop made. 

When the Bing of Ampluy heard 
this 
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this, h& thought in himſclle thus: Los 
J haue warred againſt the Emperour 
all the dapes of my life, and now her 
bath a Sonne the which will revenge 
all the w2ongs that J haue done and 
wzought againſt his Father, when be 
commeth to full age, tgereſoꝛe it is bets 
ter that J lend to the Emperour and 
beleech him of trewſe and peace, that 
his ſonne may haue nothing againſt 
me when h& commeth to mambod. 
hen he had thus thooght in himſelfe, 
he w2ofe to the Emperour, beſeeching 
him fo haue Peace. When the Enibe- | 
rour ſaw that king of Ampluy w2ote fd 
him mo2e fo2 feare then fo2 lone, her 
wꝛote againe to him, that if hee would 
find ſufficient ſuertie to kep the peace, 
and binde hin ſelfe all the dayes ol his 
lite to doe him ſeruice and homage and 
to giue him yearely a certaine tribute, 
he would receine him to peace. 
When the Ring han read the ter gur 
ok the Emperours Letter, he called his 
tounſel, pꝛaping them to giue him toun ; 
lapls how he might beſt vo as touching 
this matter. Then ſaid they: It is god 
N 2 that 
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that pc obey the Emperours will and 
tommandement in all things. Foz in 
the firſt, hee deſireth of you ſuertie fo: 
the Peace, and as to ieis we anſivers 
thus. 

Ye haue but a daughter, and the Em- 

pero2 one only fon, wherefo;elet a mar⸗ 
riage be made between them, e that may 
be a perpetuail touenant of peace: alſo he 
alketh homage and rent, which it is god 
to falflil, And when the King ſent his 
- meſſengers fo the Emperonr, ſaying, 
that h& would fulfill his intent in all 
things, if it might pleaſe his Pighneſſe, 
that his ſonne and the Kings daughter 
might be married together. All this 
pleaſed well the Emperour neuertheles 
be ſent againe, that if his daughter were 
a cleane Uirgin from her birth duto 
that dap, he would conſent to that mar - 
riage. Then was the King right glad, 
foz his daughter was a cleane Mirgin. 

Therefoze when the letters of cones 
nant and compact were ſealed, the king 
farniſhed a faire ſhip, wherein he might 
fend his Dangbfer with manp noble 
Anighis, Ladpes and great riches, vnto 
the 
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fhe Emperour, foz to haue his lonne i in 
marriage. 

Now When thep were ſapling in 
the ſea toward Rome, a ſfozme aroſe (0 
extremely and ſo hozriblp, that the ſhip 
all to bꝛaſt againſt a Rock of fone, and 
thep were all d2zowned, ſane onelp that 
pong Lady, which firt her hope & heart 
ſo firmely on God, that ſhe was ſaucd, 
And about thze& of clocke, the tempeſt 
ceaſed, and the Lady dꝛaue fozth oner 
the Maues. in the bzoken Ship, which 
was caſt vp againe, but an huge Whale 
followed after, readie to denoure both 
the Ship and her: whereſoze this faire 
pong Lady when night came,ſmote firs 

with a ſtone, wherewith the Ship was 
greatly lightened, and then the Whale 
durſt not aduenture toward the Ship, 
fo; feare of the light. At the Cock crow- 
ing, this pong Lady was ſo wearp al 
the great tempeſt and trouble ofthe ſea, 
that che llept, and within a little after 
the fire ſarceafed, and with that cams 
the Mhale and denonred this UMirgin. 
But when ſhe wakened and foand her 
felfe (wallowed bp in the Mhales "= 
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cher ſmole fire, and within a little while 
he wounded the Whale with a knite 
in manp places, and when the UWhaje 
felt himlelke wounded, accoꝛding to his 

nature, he began fo ſwim to land. 
There was at that time dwelling in 
that country an Carle that was a noble 
man, named Pirris, the which oz his 
recreation walked bp the Sea ſhoꝛe, and 
ag he was walking thus: be ſaw wheres 
the Whale was comming towards 
the land, whercfoze he turned home as 
gaine, and gathered many ſtrong men 
and came thether againe, and caught 
the Whale, and wounded him very 
loꝛe, and as they (mote, the Papden that 
was in his bellycried with an high voice 
and laid. O gentle friends haut mercie 
and compaſſion on me, fo Jam a kings 
danghter and a true Uirgin from the 
houre of my birth vnto this dap. When 
the Earle heard this be wondꝛed greats 
Ip,and opened the ſide ofthe Mhale and 
fokc her out. And when ſhe was thus 
deliocred,ſhe fold him fo2zthwith whoſe 
daughter ſþ& was and how che had 
leſt all her goods in the Sea, and — 
| * 


+ 
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ſher Gould haue bene married vnto 
the Emperours ſonne. And when the 
Earle heard this hee was right glad, 
wherefoze bee comfozted her the mo2e, 


and kept her ſtill with him till che was 
weil rekreſhed. And in the meane time 


be ſent Pellengers to the Emperour 
gitiing him fo know how the Kings 
daughter was ſaued. 

Then was the Emperour right glad 


{ F of Her ſafety and comming, and had 
great compaſſion on her, ſaping : Ah 
"faire Lady,foz the loue of mp ſonne thon 


haſt ſuffered much woe, neuertheleſſe if 
thou be wo2thie fo be his Wife, ſane 


4 fhallJp2oue. 


And when he had thus faid be com⸗ 


F  manded to bzing fo2th th2# vellels, the 


firſt was made of pure Gold belet with 
pꝛecieus Stones without, and within 
full of dead mens bones, and (herebpan 
was ingrauen this Poſey:Who ſo 8 
ſeth me ſhall finde that he defernerh; *: 
The ſecond veſſel was made of fine Wt 


ner, filled with earth x wozmes, ardihe 
er was thus: Who ſo choo- 


ſeth me (hal fiad that his nature defireth, 
2 4 The 
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Che third beſſell was made of lead, 
full within of pꝛecious ſtones, and the 
ſuperitription, Who ſo chooſeth mee 
ſhall finde that God hath diſpoſed to 
him. | 
| Theſe th:& Uefſels the Emperour 
--ſhewed fo the maiden and laid, Lo, here 
Daughter, theſe be faire beſſels, if thou 
choſe one of theſe wherein is p2ofit to 
1A thee and to other, then ſhalt thou. haue 
5 my Sonne: But if thou chaſe that 
wherein is no pꝛoſit to th noz ta none 55 1 1 ; 
other, {@thly thou halt not marrie him, 

- When the mapden ſaw this, ſhe | 
bp her hands to God and ſaid : 2 
Loꝛd that knoweſt all things, grant me 
grace this houre ſo to chole, that q max 
receine the Emperours Sonne. And 
with that ſhe& beheld the firſt Neſſell of 

gold, which was engrauen, and read | 
the @nperſcription. Who ſo chooſetn 
me,&c, ſaping tus: Though this veſ- 
tel be full pꝛeicous and made of pure 
gold, nevertheleſſe A know not what is 
within, therefoze my deare Lozd , this | 

beſſel will J not choſe. 

And then thee beheld the ſecond tat 

a 
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that was of pure ſiluer, and read the 

Superlcription. Wito ſo chooſeth mee 

ſhall finde that his Nature defireth. 
Thinking thus within her ſelfe, if I 
+ choſe this veſſell, what is within it 

J know not. but well J wof there hall 
Inde that nature deſireth, and my na- 
ture deſireth the luſt ol the fleſh, fherefoze 
this vedel will J not choſe. When ſhir 
dad ſæne theſe two veſſels, and giuen an 

anſwere as touching them, ſher beheld 

the third veſſell of lead, and read the ſu⸗ 

verſcription. Who ſo chooſeth me ſhall 

ade that God hath diſpoſed. Thinck- 
F ing within her ſelfe this veſſel is not 
+ palling rich, no2 thzoughly pꝛetcious: 

'& nenertheleſſe, the Spperſcription ſaith : 
Who ſo chooſcth mee, ſhall finde that 
F God hath diſpoſed: and without doubt 

| God neuer diſpoſeth any harme, there 

|. | foze now J will chole this veſſell,by the 
leaue of God. 

When the Emperour ſaw this, ber 

ſaid, O faire Papden open thy veſſell, 

{| andſ& it thou half well choſen 62 ug. 

And when this pong Lady had meow 
it, ſh& found if full of fine go Re 


paett 


3 
We. 


| - - therofheanen,the which was long time 


be ny men were in danger of periſhing in 


little Chile lightened the WWozld with © | n 
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pꝛetious tones like as the Emperour 
had told her befoe. | #4 

And then ſaid the Cmpcrour © my 
dere danghter, becauſe thou haſt wiſe⸗ 
ly choſen, thcrfoze ſhalt thou marry my 
ſonne. And when he had ſo ſaid he oꝛdai. 
ned a marriage,and married them — 1 
ther with great ſoleqypnitie- and much 
honour, and they lined peaceably a long 
time together. 


The Morall. 
This Emperour bitokeneth the Far F 
. 
without a natural Donne, therefoe ma⸗ ＋ U 
hell. The Empꝛeſſe conceined when the + 1 
Angell Gabricii ſayd. Loe, thou ſhalt 'F 
conceine and beare a Childe. And then 
the firmament began toclere when this 


— 2 3 n ""m 


bis birth. The Mone began to ware | al 
pale, when the face of the Uirgin Mary | a 
was oner-ſhadowed by Uertne ofthe | i: 
grace of the holy Ghoſf, and not onelp J 
ber face was thus ſhadowed, but alſo | ts 
der bodp, fo; ſh& conteined with childe | 

8 
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r las an other woman, wherefoze Ioſcph 

- | would haue foꝛſaken her p2iailp æ gone 
p awap. The little Bird that came from 
he one ſide ofthe Bone, betokeneth our 
» F Lo2d Jeſu Chꝛiſt, which at mid-night 
was bozne of the Wirgin Mary, wzap- 
I ped in clothes,and laid in an Dre ſcrip. 
4 Tbe two beaſts betokeneth the Dre and 
the ATe that loſeph bꝛought with bim, 
1 t hich honoured him in his Birth. Theſe 
1 — Beaſts that came from farre, be- 
#7 F tokeneth the chepheards in the fielde, to 
bpm the Angel (ato thus, Ecce nuncio 
+ F yobis gaudium magnum. Loe Flhew to 
vou great toy. The Birds that ſung ſo 
a ; 4 the Angels of Hea⸗ 
*Þ nen,which ſung at bis Birth, this iopful 
7 Feng: Gloriain excelſis. Jop to God a- 
bone, and peace fo men on earth. 


I bor againſt the Emperour, betokeneth 
all mankind, that was contrary to God, 

as long as they wert in the diuels po- 

wer. But immediatelp when our Lo:ꝛd 

| Jeſu Chꝛiſt was bozn,he bowed himſelf 

ts God g beſought him of peace, when 

her receiged his baptiſme ; fo2 at gur 


| @The King of Ampluy, which helde 
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baptifing we paomiſcd to dzaw onely( 119 
God, and fozſake the diuell and all Ja 
pompes. The Bing gaue his davghta 
in marriage fo the Empersurs ſorny fe 
Right ſo each of vs cught to gine hi 1 [ is 
ſoule in marriage to Gods Bonne, | bk in 
he is alwapes readie to reteiue our coul 
as his ſpouſe accozding to his creo s 
ſaping thus. Deſponſabo teipſum mihi u 
I will marry the bnto me. But o2 th 
map come to the Palace of heauen, i 12 
behoneth her to ſaile by the Sea of thi od | 
woztd in the Ship of god life,but oftert: 
times there ariſeth a tempeſt in the let 
that is, trouble of this wozld , tempt! 
tion of the fleſh, and the anale 
Diuell, ariſeth ſodainely and dzowne 
the vertues that the Soule receineth is 
Baptiſme, neuertheleſſe pet falleth wal on 
not out of the ſhip of charitie, but kegeth | (© 
der ſelfe ſurely therein by — E hope. | 
Foz as the Apoffle ſaith. Spe ſalui fadi un 
ſumus: By hope wi — Foz it is dit 
— to be ſaved without hope 92|® 
a 4n0 
The great whale that followeth the} 


naidon, betokeneth the dinell, which by 
N 8 night 
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night and by dap lpeih in wait fo oner- 
Jane the ſoule by ſinne, and therefoze 
doe we as the mapden did,ſmite the fire 
9 if charitic and lone out of the fone, that 
2 — to this ſaping: Ego 
um lapis. J am a ſtone. And certaincly 
) the Diuell ſhall no power to grieue 
5 Panp men begin well, as did the 
napden, but at the laſt they be weary of 

pTiheir god works, and ſoflepe they in ſin. 
112 d anon when the dioell perteiueth 
e, be deusureth the ſinner in his euill 
8 8 Hl hougbts, delights, conſent and wozke. 
Therefoze ik anp ol vs fiele our ſelues in 
1 f this life vnder the power of the Dinell, 
eue doe as the maiden did, ſmite ths 
el with the knife of bitter repentance, 
hen kindle the fire of tharitie, and with- 
1 | one doubt h ſhall haue the land of 
1 | The Earle that came with his ſer- 
ji nants to flap the UWhale, betokeneth a 
„ diſcreete P2eacher , which dwelleth be⸗ 
* ide the ſea;that is beſide the woꝛld, and 
not in the world, that is, not dꝛawing 
8 fo wozldly delectation , but is ready 
p|vith god wozds of holy pil — 


bf 
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kill the diuell, and to deſtroy his debt 
Tere muſt all cry with an high voice F 
as did this mapden, knowledging om 
finnes,and then ſhall wee be delivered n 
from the Diuell, and nouriſhed with] * 
vertudus crerciſe, 

The Emperour ſhewetb this maiden} 
th: veſſels, that is, Ood putteth belon 
man, life and death, god and enill, and 
which of thcſe hee choſeth , hee tal} | 
obfaine.Zherctfo:e faith Ne Ana 
hominem mors & vita, Death and lite 
is ſet be foꝛe man, choſe which him lit 
And yet man is bncertaine bee : 
he were beſt tochoſe life befoze deall | 1 1 

By the firſt vcCetl of gold full of det 
mens bones, we ſhall vnderſtand fom | 
wo2ldlp men, both mightie men Erie 6 | 
Which ontwardly ſhine as gold, in N mn 
thes and pompts of the WMozld: ne, b 
nerthelelle, within thep ber full of den] be 
mens bones, that is, the wozkes that] F 
they haue wionght in this Wozld de fo 
dead in the ſight of Gov,th:ough deadly | de 
Sinne. Therefoze if any man cholt| C 
ſucha life, he ſhall hane that h deſer-| Ve 
ueth, that is, Pell. And chen — Je 
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le Tombes that be white and richlp 
painted and araped without, and cone- 
ted with cloth of golde and ſilke, but 
within there is nothing but dzy bones. 
By the ſccond veſſell of ſiluer we onght 
F fo vnderſtand ſome Juſtices aps wiſe 
men of this wozld, which ſhine in faire 
pech but within they be ful of woꝛmes | 
and Cartb, that is, their faire ſprach 1 
F Gall auaile them no moze at the A 
ap of Judgement, then the Wo:mes 
the Carth,and peraduenture leſſe, fo: 
ben chall they luſter euerlaſting paine, 
x | ifthep die in deadly finne. 
By the third veſſell of lead, full of 
| golden pꝛecious ſlones, we ought to vn⸗ 
it derſtand a ſimple life and a poꝛe, which 
F tbe choſen ſoules chwoſe,that they map be 
married to our bleſſed L oꝛd Jeſt Chꝛiſt 
6] | by humilitie f8beplance, and ſuch men 
beare with them pzecious ſtones, thatis, 
Faith and her fruitfall wozks, pleaſing 
to God: by the which at the Judgement 
dap, they be eſponſeÞ fo our Lo2d Jeſu 
Chaift, and obfajne the heritage of hea- 
nen, vnto the which bzing vs our ſauiour 
Jeiu Chꝛiſt, Amen. 
The 
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The Argument. 


Man by Baptiſme promifed to live in 
the feare of God, and torſake the dr: | 
uell. Chriſt ſorroweth for our ſinnes, 
hee requireth dutifull ſervice of vs at 
ſixe ſcuerall ages, but we are alwayes } 
ynreadic for him, yet the mercie of 
God is ſo fauourable towards vs, that. 
he ſpareth vs euen till the laſt Age of 
man, vouchſafeing if then wee repent | 
vs and call for grace, and beleeue in 
is mercies, he wall recciue vs into the 
throne of his heauenly grace, &c 


The 33. Hiſtorie. 


8 in Rome there dwelf 4 
migbtie Emperour named Calopo- 
dus, which toke a faire Lady to his 
wife. Thep were not long together but 
that this @mpzeſſe conceined and bare 
bim a ſonne, a godly child and a faire, 
when ber was of age, hie was ſet to 
Schole : and when he came to twentie 
y&res of age, he deſired his fathers 
heritage 
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heritage, ſaping: Deere Father, pe are 
an old man, and map not gouerne your 
Empire, therefoe if itpleaſe pon to giue 
it mer, it ſhall be to pour caſe. Then an- 
ſwered the Emperour and ſaid:dere 
Sonne, 5 dꝛead mee ſoze, that when 
the Empire is in thy power, thou wilt 
not fulfill my will, ne my deſire. 

Then anſwered the Empꝛeſſe oz ſo 
much as ſhe loued her ſonne better then 


ber hulband) and ſais: My Loꝛd, quoth 
| the, that map not be, foʒ thou haſt but 


one ſonne, therefoꝛe, gs J belcue he will 


| fulfill thine intent in all things , this 


Empire may help him well, and there- 
fozeit is beſt to grant him the Empire. 
Then aunſwered the Emperour and 
ſaid, I will firſt haue of him a letter ob- 
ligato2p, that whenſoeuer he doth anp 
thing againſt mp will, that then J will 
depole him from the Empire without 
any contradiction, 

The Sonne graunted this, and did 
make the obligation, and ſealed it. And 
when this was done, this young Em- 
perour wared ſo pꝛoude, that he feared 
neither God noz man, 4 did very much 

D barms. 
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barme. But euer his father ſuſtered il 
patiently, foz be would be cozrected by 
no man. Tilt at the laſt there fell a 
great death in the Empire, ſo that ma- 
ny men dyed fo) want of fod. 

This olde Emperour was all alone 
himſelfe and begin to have neede, wher. 
foze be went to his ſonne fo2 to have 
ſome maintenance, which his ſon gran- 

ted and ſuſfered foꝛ a time. 

But within ſbozt time his father be. 

gan to ware ficte, whercfoze he called 
his ſonne and p2apcd him to giue him a 
dꝛaught of muſt. His Bonne anſwered 
and ſaid. That will J not doe, ko: 
mp mulk is not god fo2 pour comple⸗ 
Then ſaid the Emperour, J p2ay ih 
Sonne give mea d2anght of thy wine. 
Mis Sonne anſwered and ſaid, that her 
ſhould haue none, foz mp Mine is not 
pet fined, 3 if J touch it, it will trouble, 
and therefoꝛe J will not bzoach it till it 
be cler and fint d Then ſapd his father, 
Gloe me ſeme of the third tunne. That 
will not J doe quod he, fo2 that Mine 
is not god fo2 a ſicke man. Then his 
father 
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father p2aped him hartely ſoꝛ a d2anghtf 
ofthe forth Zunne, Then anſwered 
he and laid thereof net ye none,fo2 it is 
feeble and without any luſtentation, and 
ſuch Mine is not god foz pon, foz it is 
not comfo2table, 

Then laid his father, now god ſon 
nine me then of the fift tun. That will 
J not quod he,fo2 that Tunne ts fall of 
las and dꝛegs, and ſuch is not fo2 men, 
noꝛ ſcarcelp foꝛ Hogges. When his fas 
ther ſaw h& might get nothing of him, 
and after was as whole euer hee was, 
then went he to the King of leruſalem, 
and made his complaint of his ſon, and 
ſhewed him the letter obligato2p which 
bis ſonne had made, whereby his Fas 
fer might put him ont of the Empire, 
without anp gaineſaping. When the 
King heard this, be called the Emperoꝛs 
fonne to anſwere his father. And when 
be came h& could not anſwere to his 
Father with anp reaſon, wherefo2e the 
King put him out of his Empire, and 
ſeated his father therctn againe, and lo 
her continued all the dapes of his life. 

D 2 The 
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The Morall. 


= Gmperour befokeneth onr 

oꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt:accoꝛding to that ſaps 
— Is not he thy father that hath broght 
tice vp2he hath 'madethee?&c, Deu. 32, 
verſe. C6. The Sonne betokencth man, 
to whom he gave all the Empire of 
this wozld, accoꝛding fo the Scripture, 
Ccelum cœli domino, &c, that is, Hea⸗ 
nen he hath giuen our Lo2d, and earth 
to man. Man kinde made an obligation 
with our Lozd Jeſu Chziſt when be 
recsiued the ſacrament of Baptiſme, 
where har pꝛomiſed him to ſerue bim 
fruelp, and to fozſake the Diuell and 
all his pompe and vaine gloꝛzp. 

This Emperour began to ware ſick 
an a dap, that is, our Loꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt 
is troubled as oftentimes as a Chzilti- 
an man ſinneth and bꝛeaketh his com- 
mandements, wherefoze hee thirſteth 
' greatly fo2 the helpe of our Boule, and 
then he aſked a dzanghtof tbe firlf ton, 
that is, he aſked of man his firſt age of 
his childehod to be ſpent in his ſeruice, 
nice but incontinent the wicked childe 
an(wereth 
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anſwereth and ſaith: J map not doe ſo, 
fo: mp childehod is muſtie, that is, 
it is lo tender and ſo ponng, that it 
map not attempt ſo ſone to ſerue God: 
which is manifeſtlp againſt the truth, 
foꝛ the child of one dap is not without 
ſinne. Foz S. Gregory in his dialogues 
ſaith, the childꝛen of ſiue vetes of age 
dꝛiue out ſpirits from the boſomes of 
their fathers, And when God ſ&th that 
he map not haue of the muſt of his child. 
bod, then deſireth hö the wine of the 
ſecond fon. Then anſwereth the wicked 
pouth and ſaith, that his Mine is not 
apt to ſcrae God. And when God map 
not haue of the ſecond tonne, then aſs 
keth her of the third tonne, that is, ot the 
third Tonne of his ponth. Then anſwe⸗ 
reth the wicked poung man and ſaith, 
the wine is ſtrong and mightie, and 
thercfoze his pouth ought be ſpent a- 
bout manlp deedes in the wozld,andnof 
in god life, which ſhould make him fees 
ble and weake. Uhen God ſerth that 
he may not haue of this ton, then aſked 
he of the fourth tonne. 

And then anſwerad the wicked man 
D 3 tt] 
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in his manhod and ſgith, that aged men 
are feeble and map nt tall, no2 doe anp 
hard rcpentance,and if he did, de ſhould 
be the caule of his owne death, : | 

Zhen aſked our Lo2d of the fiſt tun, 
that is, of his old age when he ſloupeth 
and map not goe without a ſkaffe, ; 

But the wicked old man ercuſcth 
himſelfe and ſaith, that his Mine is to 
ſteble to giue ſuch a feeble man, fo2 if he 
ſhould faſt one dep it were time on the 
mozrow to make his graue. | 

And when our Led ſeth that hee 

map not haue of the fift tunne, then 
al keth hie of the ſirt Tunne, that is, 
when a man is blinde and may not 
gee to ſinne no moꝛe, pet deſireth hee 
of ſuch a man dzincke, that is, help of 
bis ſoule. | 

But the w2efched man lping in dil⸗ 
paire laith. Alas, alas, to me, betauſe J 
ſerued not almighty God my maker e 
Kedfmer, herein times paſt while I 
was in youth and in pꝛoſperitie, now 
there is nothing left but onelp the los 
and the dꝛegs of all wzetchednefle,there- 
(a; e what ſhall it auaile me now to 
turne 
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turue toward Gad? But foz ſach men 
wee ſhould lament. | 
Peuertheleſle Gad is mercifull,thaf 
though he might haue no ſerniceof man 
in all bis time, pet is he content to 
haue the [es of his Tunne, that is, 
his god will, though he map not 


ſerue him other wiſe, and lo ſhall his god 


will ſtand him in ſtead of penikent life. 
For in what houre the ſinner doth repent 
him of his ſin from the bottome of his 


heart, hee ſhall be ſaued, as Ezechiel 


witneſeth,but there be many that will 
gine no wine, ne no other thing to him, 
wherekoꝛe God ſhall complaine bnto 
the King of Icruſalem , that is, fo the 
Godheas at the iudgment dap, and then 


as b& is God and man, ſhall he gine 


a ſentence definitine againſt ſuch men, 

ſaping, Eſurui & non dediſtis, & c. J 

haue hungred, and pe gaue me no meat, 

J haue bene naked and pe clothed mer 
not, J haue thirſted, and pe gaue me no 
dꝛincke. Lo, thus ſhall he rehearſe to thee 
the fruits of thy Faith. And when this 
is done, then ſhall ſach men be put ta 
euerlaſting paine, and the inſt men into 
O 4 cucrlaſting 
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everlaſting bliſſeq where they ſhall haue 
top without eng Nnto the which bzing 
bs our Lozd Jeſu Chꝛiſt, Amen, 4 


The Argument. 


Man being captiued by ſathan, the world * 
refuſeth to doe for hin, till the God: } 
head of the heauenly Father bearing 


an earneſt affection vnto him, dd 
eſpouſe him and imbrace him within 


the bofome of inward and. intire loue, 
aduenturing what hee might to ſet 
mankind at libertie, vet grudgeth the 
world that we ſhould al way ferue our 


God and forſake the world, therefore 


to eſchewall ſuch malignity, wee are ö | 
taught 1 in this Hiſtorie. 1 


The 34. Hiſtory. 


N Rome delt ſometime a mighty 
Emperor named Antonie, under 

- whoſe raigne the Roners of the Sea 
had taken Pꝛiloner a mightie mans 
ſon of another Region and bꝛonght him 
to the ä pꝛilon, being — 
£cn 
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When this young' man was thus in 
pꝛiſon, he incontinent wꝛote to his Fa- 
ther foz his raunlome, but his Father 


would pap no ranſome, no2 ſend no o⸗ 


ther thing foz to comfozt him. 

This when his ſonne heard he wept 
ſoꝛe, and would not be comfozted fo: the 
vnkindneſſe of his father. 

This Emperour had a faire daughter 


which viſited euerp day the pꝛiloner, and 


comfozted him as much as ſh might, 
wiſhing him to be merry. To whom the 
pꝛiſoner anſwered 4 ſaid : How ſhall 3 
be merry, 92 how map J iop, thus to lie 
faſtbound in pꝛiſon from the ſ\ght of 
men: and notwithſtanding this, it gric- 
neth me moꝛe that my father will nat 


pay my ranſome. 


When the Papden heard this, hc 
was moned with pittie and ſaid. Derre 
friend J am ſoꝛry foꝛ he, and therefoze 
il thou wilt graunt mir one thing, 3 
ſhall deliuer the from thy anguiſh and 
paine. What thing is that, quoth her: 
Chat thou wilt take me foꝛ thy life. 
Then ſatd the Pꝛiloner, J pꝛomiſe pon 
firely fo fulfill pour intent and defire, 

. and 
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and faz the moze aſſurante J plight pou 
mp trouth. 

When he had ſo done, ſboꝛtly after the 
damſell delinercd him aut of pꝛiſon, and 


fled awap with him home to his fa⸗ 


thers honſe. Then his Father ſaw his 


ſonne and the Mapden together, be af- 


ked the tauſe why her bzought the Pai⸗ 
den with him. 

Then ſaid his ſonne. Sir, this Dam⸗ 
ſell delinered me out of pꝛiſon, and ther- 
foe ſhe (hall be my Mile. Then ſafd 
his Father, J will not conſent that her 
ſhall be thy Mile, foz two reaſonable 
. which I ſhall fozthwith chew 


"The ficl is this, it is not vnknowen 


fo the that the Emperour her Father 


might baue had foz thy deliverance 
great plentie of riches, and fo2 as much 
as ſhe was vntrue to her mne Father 
and true to the, it ſemeth well that thou 
ſhouldeſt not truſt long fo her: fo2 who 
is falſe to her owne Father, by reaſon 


Conld be very falſe and bnfrueto an 


other man. 


The lecond reaſon is this. The 
cauſe 
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canſe why cher delinered ther out ol pꝛi⸗ 
ſon, was neither fo2 pittie noꝛ fo2 lone, 
but fo2 carnall luſt that : che had to the. 
| - Foz at thy deliuerance, ſhe made conc- 
{ nant with thee to be thy Mife, and had 
4 ofth& thy troth,and hath accompanied 
# with thee, thereloꝛe ſon(ſaith he)it is no 
_ reaion that ſhe ſhould be thy wife. 
The maiden anſwered fo this queſft- 
on and ſaid, As foz the firſt reaſon that 
- thou laieſt againſt mee, that J ſhauld be 
bntrue to mp Father, that is falſe : foz 
my tather hath plenty of riches, and thy 
Son is but pe, and therefoze J holp 
bim foꝛ pittie, and fo2 none other cauſe: 
and neuertheleſſe thou that art his father 
4 wouldeſt not pap his ranſome that he 
F might be delinered ont of pꝛiſon. Loe fo; 
this cauſe J haue deliuered him. theres 
| foze Jam kinder fohim-then thou that 
| art his owne father, and he is ene | 
holding to me than to th. 
| - - Unto the other reaſon, whereas thou 
| layeft that J delivered him becauſe of | 
| earnalllaſt, J anſwere and lap plainelp © 
that it is not truth. Foꝛ all manner of 
carnall lone is cauſed ol ſirength 07 * 
0 
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of beantic,but thy Son is not ſtrong fo) 


his impꝛiſonment hath done away bis. | 
fkrength.He is not faire, foꝛ bp the paine | 
that he hath had in pꝛiſon be is b:onght | 
flow and made bnlyſty fo ſpozt, and 
therefozepittie onelp moved met to de. 


liver him and not carnall laſt. 


Then ſaid the ſon bnta the Father. l 
Deere Father fo2 as much as J was in 
perill of death, and wꝛote vnto the that 


thou wouldeſt pay my ranſome that J 


— 


might be deliuered, and thou wouldet 


not help me, but this damſell of her gen 
tieneſſe e fo2 pittie hath ſaved mee from 
death, and delinered te out bf Pziſon, 
fherefoze ſothly ſhe ſhall be my wife, (9 


fo:thwith he maried her with great hos 1 


nour,and with her ended his life. 


The Morall. 

Deere friends this Emperour be- | 
fokeneth the Father of Peanen, The 
voung man which was taken with the | 
Pirates of the Sea , betokeneth all 
mankind, which was taken with the 
Dinell by the Sinne of dur fozekatber 
Adam, and was caſt into the pꝛiſon of 


Hell, | 
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Dell, with great ſo:row and paine. 
His father would not ranſome him, 
that is, the wozld would doe nothing 
foz him. 
This faire daughfer betokeneth the 


' Godhead, which came downe from hea- 
1 ben, and foke man-hod of the Uirgin 


Mary, and ſo made a ghoſtlp marriage 
betweerne him and man. And vpon this 


| condition he delincred mankinde out ol 


the pꝛiſon of hell, when her tame from 
| Heaven and fozſoke the fcllowſhippe of 
Angels fo2 fo dwell with vs in this 
w2etched vale of teares. But the Fa- 


ther, that betokeneth the wozld,grudged 


ener againſt him, and would not ſuffer 


that the ſoule of man ſhould become the 
{ ſpouſe of Jeſu Chꝛiſt, but that ſhe ould 
| alway (erue hi m, and ſhould fozſake our 
| 20:1 


Therefoze ilwe follow the wozld and 


| his vanities, certainely we hall fall in+ 
| tothe Dnare of the Dinell. From the 


which defend bs our bleſſed Saniour 
Jeſn Chziſt, Amen. 


The 
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The Argument. 


It is the ordinance of God that no man | i 
ſhall labor for worldly promotion by 
couetouſneſſe and falſehood nor by 


deceit or other cnilf courſes. Man for 


his firſt tranſgreſsion ſhould have bin 
adiudged to perpetual torment in he, 
had not the ſonne of God voluntarily Þ 
offered himſelfe to the death, to ſave | 
mankinde and deſtroy Sathan his e? 
neniie, ſo that thereby he might place 
bim in the habitation of heauen 7 
euerlaſting. 


The 35. Hiſtorie. 


S Ome time in Rome there dwelt 4 

noble Emperour of great liuclihod, 

named Alexander. the which aboue all | 

vertues loued the Uertue of Bountie, 
wherefoze he oꝛdained a lalo faz great | 
curioſitic, that no man vnder paine of 

death ſhould turne a Plaice in his diſh, 
at his meat, but onlp eate the white fide 
und not the black, and il any man would 
attempt 
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| atfempt to doe the contrarp, he ſhould 
| die withont remedie,butfere be did hee 
. ould aſke thꝛæ requeſts of the Empe⸗ 
{| rour what him liſt (except his life) which 
dhould be granted him. 

S It beefell after on a dap that there 
eme an Carle and bis ſon of a ſfrange 
FF rcountry,to ſpeake with the Emperour. 


., 
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And when the Earle was ſet at meate, 
de wos ſerued with a Plaice, and hs 
which was hungry and had an appetite 
. | tohis meat, after he had eaten the white 
+ | * fide, der turned the blacke ſide, and be- 
j 4 ganfoeate thereof : whereſoze 'firaight 


wap hee was accuſed to the Emperour, 
+ becanſe he had offended againſt the law. 
- S Then ſaide the Emperovr : Let him 
F dyeacco2ding to the Law without any 


4 | delay. When the Carles Sonne heard 
x, that bis fatbcr ſhonld dye, immediately 
11 be fell downe on both bis knees befoze 

| the Emperonx,and ſaid. O mp reue- 


rend 2 o2d, fo: his lone that dyed bp- 

on the troſſe, let me dic fo2 mp father. 

hb, | Tpen ſaid the Emperdur. It pleaſeth 

de mer well that one dye loz the cffence of 
the law. 


Then 
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Then ſaid the Carles ſonne, ſith it is | 
ſo that J muſt dye, J aſke the benefits 
of the Law, that is, that J may haue 
th? # petitions graunted oz J dye. The 
Emperour anfweared and ſapd, alle 
what thou wilt there ſhall no man ſaxy 
the nap. s 
Then laid this young Knight. P y 
Loꝛd pee haue but one daughter, the 
which J deſire ol paur highneſle that he 
map lye with me a night oꝛ J die. The 
Emperour graunted, though it were , 
Sainſt bis will, foz falfilling of his las. * 

Neuertheleſſe this Knight deflonred | l F 
her not as that night. Therefoze hee 
greatly pleaſed the Emperour. Mbeſe- þ- 
cond petition is this, I aſke al thy tre- 
fare. And immediatly the Emperout | 
granted, becauſe he would not be called 

a bꝛeaker of the law. And when the 
Carles ſonne bad receiued the Empe | 
rors treaſare, he imparted it both to 
poze and rich, by mefines whereof he 
obfained their gad wils. 

Mp third petition is this, 3 alle my | 
Lo2d, that all the epes map be put out 
incontinent that ſaw my Father an 
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bf the black Plaice. Whercfoze the Em- 
perour, made inquiſition immediately 
who it was that law the Earle turne 
the black ſive of the place. And thep that 
ſaw him tarne the plaice bethonght 


C , them, and ſaid within them ſclues.Jfwe 


knowledge that wee lw him doe this 


: 1 treſpaſle, then ſhall our epes be put out, 
'F and therefoze is it better that we holde 
ba dil. 


And ſo there was naue found that 


would accuſe dim. When the Carles 


2 bY ſonne ſaw this, hee ſatd to t Empe⸗ 


j TS cour. Py Lo2d,quoth be, pe ſe, there is 


no man accuſeth mp father, therefo:e 
gine pe rightfull indgement. Then (aid 
the Emperour,foz as much as no man 
will acknowledge that they ſaw him 
turne the Plaice, therefoze J will not 
that thp father hall dye. 

Loe, thus the ſonne ſaued his fathers 
life, and after the deceafe of the Empe⸗ 
rour marrped his daughter. - 


The Morall. 
Deere friends, this Emperour bes 


tokeneth the Father of Heanen, which 
B oꝛdaineg 
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82dained a Law, that no man ſhould: 
turne the blacke ſide of a Plaice, that 
is, there ſhoulo na man labour fo? ri- 
ches 02 pꝛomotion, by couetouſnrffe ano 
falſchod. The Earle that came to the 
Emperour betokeneth, Adam cur fo2c- 
father, which ce ve out of the land of E- 
den, and turned vp the black ſide of the 
Platce, when hee cate of the Apple of the 
foꝛbidden tre, wherefoze he ſhould haue 
bin condemned to euerlaſ ing death. But 
his Son that betokcneth eur Lozd Jeſa 
Ch2iſt : fo2 hee toke fleſh cf Adam, and 
p2efcrred himſelfe voluntarilp fo die to: 
bim: and the father of yeanen granted 
that he ſhould go downe to die ſ02 man- 
kinde. 

Nevertheleſe oz h& dyed, he aſked 
tbꝛee petitions ol his Fathtr of heauen. 
The firſt was this, that he might haue 
by him his daughter, which betokeneth 
the Boule of man, and bing her with 
bim into the boſome of Heauen, accoz- 
ding to the woꝛds of Oſce, ſaping. 

Deſponſabo eammihi, T hat is, J 
ſhall wed her to my ſelfe. 

The ſecond petition was this, = 
E 


8 
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the Emperours treaſure, which beto⸗ 
keneth the treaſure of heauen, accozding 
to this ſcripture: Sicut diſpoſuit mihi 
Piter. Tat is, like as the Father 
| hath diſpoſed foz mee, ſo J dilpole lo: 
| you. - 

1 F The third petition was this,that all 
their eies ſhould be put out, that is, that 
the Diuell and all falſe wiineſſes which 
4 accuſe vs true inen, might be put from 
the light ol heauenlp grace. 

And thus ſaued her mankinde and 


I éut him vp with him vnto the Pallace of 


Heaven; vnto the which Pallace bzing 
| bs dur Lz Jeſus, Amen. 


The Argument. 


| The Father of heauen ofhis meere grace 
promoteth ſome poore men, raiſing 
them from the duſt to ſit among 
Princes, but they extolling themſelues 
without regard of Gods goodneſſe, 
they are againe made abiects vnto 
him. The Diuell worketh deceit in 
his members, againſt the Godly. 
Chriſt came de yne from heauen to 
| P2 miniſter 
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miniſter the water ofeternall life vn. 
to man, and by his death and paſsion 
to reuiue out ſoules (which before 
were dead) vnto tlie firme flate of e- 
ternall felicitie, and to purchaſe our 
happine ſſe with his precious blood. 


Tae 36. Hiſtory. 


N Rome there dwelt ſometime } 
a mightie Emperour named Le- 
onicious, which on a dap rode to 
a Fozreſt to diſpozt himſelfe, 


＋ 


whereas he met ſodainly with a poze 
man, to whom he ſaid thus, Friend | 
what art thou: t whence commeſt thon 


Py Lo2d quoth be, J am come from [ 


the next Cittie, and J am pour man. 
Then ſaid the Emperour, thou ſ@meſt 
paze, therefoꝛe if thou wilt be god and 
true, J (hall pꝛomote the to great riches 
and honour. 5 
Then anſwered the poꝛe man and 
ſaid. Py Loꝛd, J pꝛomiſe pou faithfully 
to be true to pou fo long as JFline. The 
Emperour anone made him a Knight 
and gaue him great riches. When he 
was 


N 
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was thus pꝛomoted, he waxed ſo pzond 
that her thought himſelfe moze able to 
be an Emperour then his Lo2d:where- 
fozehe made ſuggeſtion to divers Lo2dsg 
of that Empire that he might blurpe, 
and take vpon him through ſtrength of 
them fo be Emperour. When the Em. 
perour heard this, anon he cxiled him 
and all thoſe that were conſenting to 
him, ſo that thep lined abiccs in great 
w2etchedneſſe and \ozrow:and then the 
Emperour oꝛdained other men in their 
ſterde, and gaue them all the poſſeſſions 
ofthe traitozs. 

And when the baniſhed men heard 
that ſtrangers had taken poſſeTion of 
their Lands and gods, anon thep cons 
ſpired againſt them, and though trea⸗ 
ſon requefted them to a banquet. And 
they as innocentfs thinking vpon noſuch 
treaſon, came at the dap aſligned and 
were ſerned with fine meſſes which 
were popſoned, whereby as many as 
taſted of thoſe diſhes dyed inconti⸗ 
nent. | 

When the Emperour heard this, he 
was greatlymoved, and aſſembled his 
P 3 counſell, 
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connſell,to inquite what was befffo be | 
done fo2 this freaſon and fo their death. 
Then ſapd the Emperours lonne. p 
2.0zd Jam pour ſonne, and pou are mp 
Father, and thercfo2e J hall gine you 

gd counlell and pzofitable to all men. 
Mot far hence is a little nation, wherein 


dwelleth a faire Wapden and a grati- 


dus in the ſight of cuerp man, which 1 
bath an Oꝛchard wherein is a well, the | 
water thereof hath ſach vertue, that i 


it be caſt vpon a dead man, ſtraight way | 


be (hall line againe and recouer his life. 
Therefoze my Lozd J ſhall deſcend 
bnto that nation, and ſcrke that water, 


whereby they that were Caine at the + 


Banquet may be reſfozcd againe to 
life. And when the Emperour heard 
this, der grealp reiopted and ſaid thus, 
Sonne thy tounſell is god. 

And fraight wap the Emperours 
ſonne went into the ſaid nation, and ſell 
in conteit with the Papden, in ſo much 
that he enfred into the garden and aſ- 
ſaped fo faſt the waterofthe Mell. And 
When he had ſo done, he made fine dep 
trenches inthe ground,in the wor ths / 

ater 
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water ranne till it came where the dead 
men lap burped, therenpon when the 
water touched them, they aroſe from 
death to life. Then the Emperours 
Sonne with great iop led them bn- 
to his father: And when the Emperour 
ſaw this, h& was right iopfull, where⸗ 
foze he crowned his ſonne with a Lau- 
rell crowne.in token of bictozp, and fo 
ended his life in reſt and peace, 


The Morall, 

Derre friends this Emperour beko. 
kenerh the Father of Heauen. The 
pee man, that was p:zomoted, beto- 
keneth Lucifer, the which was exalted 
ofnonght,and enſhꝛoned in the Empire 
of heauen withſo great iop 2 clearneſſe, 
that thꝛough his Pꝛide, he thought hee 
might be like bnto almightte God. And 
not onelp like him, but moꝛe then al- 
mightie God: wherefozethe Father of 
Heauen exiled him, t all them that con- 
ſentcd vnto him to hell: and in his place 
man was exalted to great iop : honour. 

The dinellſeing this, it grieued him 
that man ſhould come to ſuch glozie 
P 4 ond 
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and honour, and bad Adam and Eue fg 
a banquet when they rate of the Apple, 
againſt Gods commandement, ę coun- | 
ſailed them thus, ſaping. Io what houre 
yee cate of thee Apple ye ſhall be like 
Gods, knowinggood & evil. And at this 


turſed banquet thep were ſerned with ; 
fiue meſſes that were popſoned, that is, 


their fiue wits were accozded in eating 
of the Apple. whercof man was infected } 


and dyed. This hearing the Emperours 
ſonne Chꝛiſt Jelas,moued with mercy, } 


came downe from heanen into this 
woꝛld, and acquainted him ſo well with 
tbe blelled Uirgin Mary that he found 


in her the Well of man hod, and con- 


topned it to the Godhead, accozdingto Þ 
fo the ſcripture. I am the Well of life, 
who drinketh of it ſhall not thriſt. After 
that he ſnffered fo be made fine tren- 
ches in the ground, that is, ſiue wounds 
in his body, ont of the which ran both 
blod and water, whereby all mankinde 
was raiſed from death fo life, eled them 
bp into the Pallace-of Peauen. Unto 
the which bꝛing vs dur bleſſed Saui⸗ 
dur Jeſu Chꝛiſt. Amen. nt 

; C 


a 
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The Argument. * 


The Father of heauen extendeth his 
goodneſſe divers waies towards fraile 
man, yet he rakerh contrary wayes, 
living 3 in ſpirituall fornication, for the 
which being exiled from the ſtate of, 
felicitic, he is compelled to lead a mi- 
ſerable and painefull life. But being re- 
conſiled by the death of his Sauiour, 
he gepoſſeſſeib the heritage of hea- 
uenly felicirie. 


The 37. Hiſtory, 


S | FOmetime in Rome there raigned a 
T ©” mightie Emperour, named Dunſta- 
aus, in whoſe Empire there dwelt a 
gentle Knight that had two Sons. One 
of his ſonnes matched himſelfe againft - 
bis fathers will, with a common harlot. 
Tbe Knight hearing this, criled his ſon 
from him. And when he was thus exiled 
he begot ot this woman a ſonne. And 
ſone after that hee wared ſicke and in 
penurp, wherfoze he ſent meſſengers to 
bis father, beſœching him of his 3 
is 


. 
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This hearing his father, he foke | 
compaſſion.and ruth on him, wherefoze 
he was reclapthed from baniſhment. | 

And when her was thus bꝛought a. 
gaine to his Fathers grace, he gaue his 
Childe which her had gotten befoze on 
this common woman to his father. And Þ 
he full kindly receincd him as his ſon, $ 
and nouriſhed him. + 

When his other ſonne heard his, be F 
ſaid to his father: father quod be, it ſv. # 


meth to mee that thou art out of thy. 
right minde, which J will pzove by 10 2 


rcaſon. Foꝛ het is out of his right mind, 
that receineth a falſe hepꝛe and nouriſj. 


etz bim, whole Father hath endamago + 
and grieued him befoze. Now my Be, 


ther which begat this Cbüld, bath done 


the great iniury, when he marrped the F' | 


the common Woman againſt thy will F 
s commandement,therfoze me thinketh ? 
that thou art out of thy right mind. 
Then anlwered the Father and ſaid. | 
Becauſe thy bzother is reconſiled to me 
thou art envions,and thou art bnkinde | 
to thy owne bzother, willing to put him 
fram thy fellowwip fo; ana” — . 
5 
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ſtbly no vakinde man ſhall hane mine 
beritage except he be reconciled. And 
pet thou neuer reconſilcdft thy (elfe ta 
him loꝛ thy vnkindenee.ſo2 thou migh⸗ 
teſt haue reconſiled thp ſelſe to him, but 
thou wouldeſt not, thcrefoze oł᷑ mine he; 
ritage getteſt thou no part. 


The Morall. 
Dere friends, the Father of the two 
Bzethzen befokeneth the Father of 


F  heaucn, And his two Sonnes betoke. 
4 - neth the nature of Angels, and the na- 
1 ture of man. Foz man was married to 


acommon woman oz Marlot, when her 


F  eate of the Apple againſt the Comman⸗ 
F dement of God, wherefoze hee was 
EF cxiled bp the father of Heauen, and 
put from the jopes of Paradiſe. The 


ſonne of the common woman betoke- 
neih mankinde. This Knights ſonne, 
that is, Adam liued in great miſery, foz 
after his ſinne he was put from top into 


this wzetched vallcp of teares and wer · 


ping, accozving fo the Stripture, Ir g- 

dore vultus, &c. Jn the (weat of thy 

b:olys thou (halt cate thy bꝛeab. _ 
u 
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But after by the paſſion of Chꝛiſt hes 
was reconſiled. But the other Sanne 
that betokeneth the Diuel was euer vn⸗ 
kind, and grudged daplp againſt our re- 
conſiling, ſaping that bp reaſon of our 
firme we ought not to come vnto the he. 
ritage of heauen. Unto the which bzing Þ} 
vs our Lozd Jeſu Chꝛiſt. Amen. F 


The Argument. 


We ought in cuery vocation and calling, 
to behaue our ſelues iuſtly, and to vſe 
the poore man with equitie: we muſt 
not inĩurie the rich men. The mightie 
men are to be honoured, and not de: 
frauded of their dignitie and eſtate, 
being men of ſincere life: ihey that do 
contrary to the meaning of dutifull } 
behoofe herein, are worthy of cverla- | 
ſting death. 


The 3 I Hiſtory, 


Ome time there dwelf in Rome a | 
ightie Emperonr,named Donatus, 
which did make thz& Amages _ — 5 

eh 


| \ 
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which, one held out his hand ſfraight 
bnto the people,. and had on bis Finger 
a ring of gold. The ſecond Image had 
a beard of gold. And the third had a 
Mantle of Purple. Commanding vpon 
paine of death, that no man ſhould take 
awap off theſe Jmages the ring, the 
beard,no2 the mantle. 

It befell afterward vpon a time, that 
one Dioniſe a kpꝛant, came into the 
Temple and foke away the ring from 
the firſt Image, the board from the ſe- 
cond, and the Pantle from the third. 
And when her had thus done, hee was 
fozthwith accuſed onto the Emperour, 


and bꝛougbt bofoze him, and ſtrialy ex- 


amined of that treſpaſſe, whp he diſpop⸗ 
led the Images againſt the Emperours 
commandement. 

Then anſwered Dioniſe and ſaid, as 
kollweth. p renerend Lo2d if is law- 
full to anſwere fo my ſelfe : Mhen 
entred into the Temple, the firſt Image 
belde fo2th his hand ſtraight to me, as 
who would ſap, J giue the this ring, 
and therefozeJ toke the Ring, as ths 
gniftof the Image, being loth to * 
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ſo gentle an offer. And when J lab the 


ſecond Image having a beard, J thoght 
thus within my ſelfe. J knew ſometime 
the Father of this Image which had no 
beard,and now his ſonne hath a beard, 
which is agatnf reaſon, the ſon to have 
a beard and the father none: and theres 


foze J toke from him his beard, that he 1 1 
ſhon'd be ke his father. After that when - 


I law the thirdhaning a mantel of gold, 
I thought that a Pantell of golde was 


not behoueable to him in win der: ſoꝛ gold 
is naturally cold, iobich might be cauſe 
of his death, and therefoze J toke it from 
him becauſe:it was to cold in Minter, 


and to hot in ſummer. 


When Dioniſe had ercuſed-him by ö ; 


theſe reaſons, the Emperour anſwcrev 
and (aid : Thou haſt anſwered wickeds 
ly fo: thy ſelfe what ſhould cauſe the 
rather then any other man, to diſs 
ſpople theſe Images, foz as much as J 
commanded that no man ſhould take 
any thing awap from them, and thin- 
owe mouth hath condemned thee. Ye 
yon ihe Emperour called to him one of 


a cw —— 9 
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dis ſqaires and charged him fo * 
| | off | 
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elk his head, and incontinently he twke 
him 4 did bnto him as the Emperours 
had commanded,e ſo hedped a ſhameful 
| death. 


E 


The Morall. 
Derre friends, this Emperour beto⸗ 


keneth Almightie God, the Father of 
4 PYeaucn, The thꝛee Images betokeneth 
F the poze men, the rich men, and the 
mightie men of this world. The Ti⸗ 
rant Dioniſc. betokneth all officers in e⸗ 
uerp eſtate lcudlp behaning thcmſctnes, 
- | which take awap from poꝛe men the 


Ring off their fingers, and ſap thus, J 


map take that is giuen me. But when 
the poꝛe man bath ought to doe, he muſf 
'F nedes put fo:th his hand to giue whe- 
tber her will no, if hee wenld (pede, 
{ Theptakealſothe Beard from the rich 
man, and ſap thus. This man is richer 


then his ather was, therefoze take wee 


his linelode from him, and make him 


like his ſo2efather. They fake alſo the 
mantell of Gold from the mightie men, 
when they ſer any man of honour and 
of god lining, willing to core ſach 
open mil doers, then lay they, this man 

is 
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| The Hiſtorie of 7 
is to cold, fo2 he enclpneth nothing to | 
our opinions, and alſo he is ſo hot in po⸗ 
wer e in working againſt vs, therefoze 
goe we and take from him the mafitle } 
of might, and (o they accuſe him and 
put him out of his office. But cerfaine, } 
all ſuch men ſtand in peril of everlaſting F- 
Death. From the which ſane vs he that 
ſhed his pꝛecious blod foz vs, Amen. 


The Argument, 


Man ovghe to nouriſh Chriſt in hu 
heart by faith and fruits of good life. | *. 
The reward of ſuch as haue care TS Y | 
on the conſeruation of Chriſt and he 
inſtitutions. We muſt watch leaſt v 
fall into eemptation:theſethings cor 
ſidered, wee ſhall then by Gods g- 
cious good prouidence attaine vnto 


the reward of his heauenly and cuer- | 
laſting bliſſe. 


The 39. Hiſtorie. 
Here dwelt ſome time in Rome a 


mighty @mperour named Emilivs, | 
wha 
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who had a fapꝛe beantifull and poung 
Ladp fo his Wife, vpon whom he han 
begetten a goodlp ſonne. When the 
States of the Empire heard this, they 
came bnfo the E mperour and beſought 
him to haue the keeping ofhis ſon. Im⸗ 
mediately the Emperour {ent a Herald 
th:ougyout the Cittie, pꝛoclaiming that 
in whole houſe ſo euer were firlf 
found fire and water, the god man of 
that houſe ſhould baue his Son in ke&- 
ping. and to nourich. And then the Em. 
perour maide a pꝛoclamation, that who 
| 1 ſo euer had his Son to ktepe ſhould nou· 
rricb him cleanelp, and fede bim with 
4 - wholeſome meates and dzinckes: And 
'3 When the Childe came to age, then 
chould the keeper be pꝛomoted to great 
honour, wherefoze many men let make 
J readp fire and Mater in hope fo haue 
„the Childe. Bat on the night when 
every man was a ſlepe, there came 
4} a Tpꝛzant whoſe name mas +ulapius, 
that quenched the fire and theew ont 
| the water. 
1 Nenertheleſſe among al other there was 
„ Aman named * that * 
n 2 
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ſo diligently that her kept both dap and 
night fire and water, 

In a mo2ning catclp the Herauld at 
the Emperours commanndement went 
th2zongh the Citie and ſought in euerp 
houſe, foz Fpze and Mater, but hee 
could finde none, till he tame to Ionathas 
houſe, where as he found both pie 
and Mater readp : whereſoze h& was 
bzonght befoze the Emperour, and be 
delincred him his Sonne accozding to 
his P2oclamation. 

When lonathas had the Emperours 
Sonne, hee lead him home vnto his 
houſe. | 
And ſone after hee ſent fe2 maſong 
and Carpenters, and did make a ſtrong 
Chamber of lime and ſfone. And when 


the chamber was made, be ſent fo2 pain 


ters to let paint on the wall within the 
chamber ten Images, with this põſey 
painted aboue their heads. 

Who ſo defileth theſe Images ſhall 
dye a cruell death. 

And then her let dꝛaw on the doze a 
gallowes, and ſigured a man hanging 
thereupon, with this polep _ 
abous 
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abdue his head. So ſhall hee be ſerued 
that nouriſheth the Emperours Sonne 
amiſſe. 

Alſo he let make a chaire of gold, and 
bimſelfe ſitting therein, crowned with 
a crowne of gold, with this luperſcrip⸗ 
tion abone the head, 

Who ſo nountheth the Emperours 
Sonne clcanely, thus ſhall hee be honou- 
red, 

When this was done, oftentimes as 


der was aſlepe, bee was greatip temps 


ted to defile theſe ten excellent Images, 
but anone be read the ſuperſcription a- 
bone their heads, and then all the temp · 
tations ſeaſed. And when the Empe- 
rours ſonne was euill kept, then went 
der to the gallowes and reade that poſey 
which was w2itfen aboue his bead, and 
fo dzead thereof kept the child better, 
and was diligent to gine attendance 
on him. And mhen ho beheld the chairs 
and himſelfe ſitting therein crowned 
with a crowne of gold, hee was right 
iopfull, thinking ts haue god reward 
foz ke&ping of the Emperours Sonne. 
When the Emperour heard of this his 

N 2 diligent 


The Hiſtoric of 
diligenf demeanour about his ſonne, he 
ſent fo2 him and fo2 his ſonne, thanking 
him fo; his well keping and nouriſhing 
of him, and after pꝛomoted him to great 
honour and dignitie, and he liucd well, 
and dyed an honourable death. 


The Morall. 

Derce friends, this Emperour beto. 
keneth the Father of heauen The Ems 
pꝛeſſe betokeneth the bleſled Uirgin 
Mary. The Emperours ſonne befokes 
neth our Lo2d Jeſu Cbziſt. The He. 
rauld that was ſent thꝛougbout the 
Cittie, betokeneth Salat lohn Baptiſt, 
who was ſent befoze our Lo2d to pꝛe⸗ 
pare the wap fo him, accozding to the 
holy ſeripture. Ecce mit'o Angelum, &c. 
Loe J ſend mine Angell befoze me, ec. 
The ſtates that deſired the Emperours 
Sonne to nourich, betoken the Patri⸗ 
arkes and P2ophets , which deſtred 
greatly to nouriſh our Lozd Jcſus 
Ch2ilt, and alſo to ſ& bim, but thep 
might not ſ& him no2 nouriſh him. fo; 
Fire and Water which ſhould haue 
bene cauſe of their ſight, was = 
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With them perfectly. 

The Fire betokereth the holp GhoſT 
Which had not pet appeared in them, 
fo2 thep were not waſhed with the Ma- 
ter of Baptiſme. Alſo pe map bnders 
ſtand bp the Fire, perfect Charitie, and 
bp the water true contrition, which two 
now a dates faileth in manp men, and 
thereloꝛe they map not haue the little 
Childe Jeſus in their hearts. 

Ionathas that watched ſo diligen(lp 
betokeneth euerp god Chiſtian man, 
which ſtudpeth euer to watch in well 
doing, yelding to God foz Sinnes, the 
fire of charitable repentance, and the 
wafer of contrition. 

But oftentimes the Tpꝛant which 
betokeneth the Dinell. putteth out the 
fire of charilie from ont of mens hearts, 


122 


and caſfeth out the Mater of Coaſ y. 


on, ſo that they map not nouriſh the ie. 
tle Child Jeſus Mherefoze let bs watch 
as Ionathas did, that we enter not into 
femptation. And call we vnto vs mas 
ſons, that is, diſcreet Pꝛeachers, which 
can make in our hearts a Chamber of 
Cones, that is, a ſure faith and linelp 


N 3 þopg 


4 — 
2; „* ee , 9 Karner 
e e N 88 > 
A £ - . c TERS 3 * * n R - 
ET EROS is ne F 9 . l 5K . 8 "NF 2 : 5 LA 9 Sk 5,4 a 
— 4 * 5 * e 5 & 7 : : : — 
r n XI» Ea N 7 - i RF — _ — — a — 
$2 . . 2 . —_— —— e ny 255 To 
N PPE-122 — n &e 2 


ag rh uy —ę— 
1 =. > 


. 
3 * * 2 45 


— * q 
b 2 3 5 
r * 


N ne 


—— - — 
„ Dow + A 3 __— 
N mc * 


— — 
E 


N 


. 
N 
3 


. A Ne 8 


er e 3 4 
NS 99 8 
8 


— —— 


_—_— 
. 


— 2 eee 
4 3 et Ben 


Ar 2 a re 
. . 1 — r 

* r n 
W 


The Hiſtorie of : 
hope. Then call we fo bs Painfers,thaf 


is, miniſters of Gods woꝛd, which can a 


paint in dur hearts ten Images, that is, 
the tenne commandements , which if 
thou keepe and obſerue daily, without 
doubt thou ſhalt be hononred in hca- 
Ben, | | 
And if we kep well the Emperours 

ſonne, we ſhall it in a chaire of Golde, 
crowned with acrowne of Gold. And 
i that we nouriſh him not well, with⸗ 
out doubt we ſhall be in danger of toz⸗ 
ment in Mell. From the which pꝛeſerue 


bs our bleſſed Saviour Jeltis. Amen. 


The Argument. 


The ſoule of man eſpouſed vnto Chriſt 
the fleſh procureththe ſame to ſinne. 
me Chriſtian ſoule by Faith with» 

ſcandeth temptation, The redemption 
of mankinde from ſinne and death. 
The deceits of vnthankefull hearts. 
The ſpirit healeih the defects of the 
fleſh. After a pure repentance fello- 
weth perpetuall ioy and telicitie both 

of ſoule and body. = 

| E 
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Rome dwelt ſometime a mightie 
4 Cmperonr, named Menalay, which 
had wedded the Kings daughter. of 
Hungary, a faire Ladp and a gracis 
ous in god woꝛkes, and ſpecially ſhe 


was mercitull. On a time as the Empe. 


rour lap in his bed, he bethonght bim 
that he would goe viſit the holy land. 
On the mozrow he called to him the 
Empꝛeſſe his Wife and his owne only 

+ bzother, ans thus heſaid. Deere Lady | 
7 - Imaynot no2 J will not hide from pou 
te pꝛinities of my heart, J purpoſe ta 
1} viſitthe holy land, wherefoze J ozdaine 
ther p2incipally to be Lady and gauer- 
neſſe ouer all mine Empire and all my 
people. And under the J o2daine here 
my bꝛother to be thy ſteward fo2 fo p2rzs 
nive all things that map be p2ofitable to 
the Empire, and to my peoples pzolpe- 
tie and god, 

Then ſaid the Empꝛeſſe. Sith it will 
none other wiſe be but that pe wil needs 


go to viſit the Citie of leruſalem, A ſhall 
4. bs 
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be in pour abſence as true as any Tur. 
tie, that hath loſt her wake,fo2 as J bes 
lene, pc ſhall not eſcape theuce with 
pour life. 

The Emperour anone cemfoꝛted her 
With faire woꝛdes and kifſed her, and 
"After that toke his leaue of her and of 
>all other, and went fozth vnto the Ci- 
tie of leruſalem. 
And anone after the Emperour was 
gone, his bꝛother became ſo pzoude, that 


men. and pet did he wozſe then this, 
fo2 dailp he ſtirred the Empꝛeſſe tocoms 4 
mit ſinne with him. But euer (hee ans Þ 
ſwered againe as an holy and devout } 
woman and ſapde. J will quoth ſhes 
neuer conſent fo pou, nz fo none 
other, as long as mp Lozd liueth. Pe- 
uerthetefſe this Knight would not leave 
with this aniwere, but ener when 
be found her alone, he made his com- 
plaint to her, and ſtirred her by all the 
* that he could fo ſinne with 


W hen this Ladp ſaw that he would 
hot ceaſe foz anp aniwere, no: m_ 
no 


de oppꝛelſed poꝛe men, and robbed rich 


\ 
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ö ö not amend himſelfe, when ſh& ſaw her 
time, ſhe called to her th2& o2 fonre ofthe 


woꝛthieſt men of the Empire and ſatd 
to them thus. It is not vnknowne fs 
pon, that my Lo2d the Emperour 02+ 
dained me pꝛincipall gauernour of this 


Empire, and alſohe oꝛdained his bzother 
to be Steward bnder me, and that her 


ſhould doc nothing withont mp counſel, 
but be doty all the contrary, foz he op- 


pꝛeleth greatip poꝛe men, and likewiſe 
=. robbcth the rich men, and pet her would 
doe moze than ttzis if ber might haue bis 
+ entent, wherefoze J command yon in 
mp Lozds name that pou binde him 
hand and fote and caſt him into pꝛi⸗ 


Then ſaid thep, ſothly he hath done 
manp euill dedes ſince our Lo2d the 
Gmperour went,therefoze we be ready 
fo obeppour tommandement, but in this 
matter pou muſtanſwere foz vs to our 
Loꝛd the Emperour. Then ſapd ſhe, 
dꝛead pe not, ii mp Loꝛd knew what he 
bath done as well as J, her would put 
him to the fonleſt death that could be 
thought. e theſe men — 

and 
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band on him, and put him faſt in pꝛifon, 


whereas he lay long time after, fill at In 
tde laſt it foztuned there came tidings Þ 
that the Empero2 was comming dome, ch 
and had obtained great renowne and ze 
victozp. When his bzother heard of his m 
comming, he (aid : would to God mp } 5x 
bzother might not finde me in pꝛiſon, o: 15 

if hee doe enquire the eanſe of mine im- | þj 

. P2ilonment of the Empꝛeſſe bis wife, ta 
and ſhe& fell bim all the truth, as al- J4: 


ſo how J ſolicited her to commit ſinne, 
I ſhall then ſurely daue no fauour | 
my Bꝛother, but loſe my life, this knew 
J well, therefoze it ſhall not be ſo. 
Then ſent hee a meſſenger bnto the 
Empzelle , pzaping ber foz Chills | 
paſſion, that ſht would now bouchlafe 
to come bato the P2iſon doze, that he 
might ſpeake a wozb oz two with her. 
The Empzeſſe came to him, and en- 

guired of him wat dee would have, 

Then he anſwered and ſaid : O Lady, 

bane mercy bpon me, fo2 if the Empe- 

rour mp bzother finde mit in this pꝛi- 
— 2 ſhall J de without any gain. 


Then 


"x" 


nm 
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1 Tben ſaid the Empzeſſe, if 3 
]knew that thou wouldeſt amend and be 

{a god man, and leaue thy folly, thou 
{houldeſt finde grace with me. Then did 

dee pzomiſe her aſſurcoly to be a true 
{ man and to amende all his treſpaſſes. 
I When de had thus pꝛomiſed, the Em⸗ 
pelle delincred him anone, and made 
1 him to be bathed and ſhauen and appas 
| railed him richly aceo2ding to his eſtate, 
eden ſhe ſaid vnto him thus Pow god 
ther take thy ſterd 4 come, with me, 
that we map met my Lozd 4 Emperoz. 
Ve anſwered and ſaid, Lady J am rea- 
r to fulfill pour will a commandement 
In al things. And then the Empꝛelſe 
1 toke him with her, and manp other of 
her knights, e ſo rode loꝛth to meat with 
the Emperour, and as they rode toge- 
ther by the wap, thep (aw where a great 
Bart ran afoze them, wherefoze euer p 
man, with ſuch heunds as they had, 
- chaſed him on hoꝛſeback, ſo that with the 
Empzelle was left no creature, ſaue only 
| the Emperours b2other, which ſering 
that no man was there but they two, 
thus he laid againe vnto the Empꝛeſſe: 
Loe 


Y 
F 
; 
| 


& 


s 
L 


Lodere Ladp, here is bclide a pia 
foꝛreſt, and long it is agone that 3 walz 
to ther of love, J pzop come now tou ſſe⸗ 
ſent vnto me that I map lie with the. Þ 3 
Then {atdfhe Emp2eRte bnto bim g lan 
fole,what may this be peſterday J del + 
nered ther out of pꝛiſon vpon thy pit 
mile in hope of amendement, and now ]h 
thou art refurncd to thy Folly againg, f; 
whereſo:e J ſay now to the as J ham * 
ſaid befoꝛe, there ſhall no man doe aug 40 h 
- ſuch thing with me, ſane only mp Loz 
the Emperour, which ought 92 675 n 
tie ſo ſoz to doe. T hen ſaid he, if th 
wilt not conſent to me, J (hall hang th W ＋ 
here vpon atre in this Foꝛreſt, wen 
vl 
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no man ſhall finde the, and ſa ſhalt then þ 
die an enill death. The @mpzeſſe an 
ſwered m&ekelp and ſayd.. Thongh | 
thou (mite off mp head, and put ma i 1h 
death with all manner of tozment, thou | 
ſhaltneuer haue mee fo conſent to ſuch ke 
finne. - 
When be heard this, her vncio 
thed her all ſane her [mocke. and hunged 
her bp by the haire bpon a tre, and tyed 
her ſterde befoze her, and ſo rode Ll 
g 


Geſta Romanorum. 126 


b his fellowes, and folde them that a 

Jq — ol men met him, and toks 

he Empꝛes awap ſrom him. And when 

& had tolde them this, they - made 

ſozrew. 

1 befell on the third dap affer fhere 

ne an Carle to hunt in that fozreſf, & 

p be rode beating the buſhes, therg 

M\ rted a Fore, whom his hounds fol- 

w jj wed ſaſt fill they came nere the tres 
2 ; pere the Empꝛeſſe hanged. 

* * ber when the dogges felt the ſausur 


„they left the Foxe and ranre to⸗ 


d the tree as ſaſt as they tould. The 

1 ere ſ&ing this wondzed greatly and 
y vrred bis hoꝛſe and followed them fill 
feesme whereas the Empzeſſe hanged. 
When the Earle ſaw hcr thus hangs 
15 „ he marvailed greatly, fo2 as mnch 
. cb was right faire and beantifnll to 
h [ichold 1 wherefoze her ſaid vnto her in 
0 [his manner wiſe. O woman, who art 
a phon. and of what countrp, and wheres 
5 ie ous thou here in this manner 


2 "The Empzeſſe that was not pet 
d ap dead, but in point ready fo dye, 
: anſwered 
g 
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anſwered and ſaid, J am quoth ſh& 0 . 
ſtrange woman, and J am come . 8 
farre Country, but how J came he 
God knoweth. Then anſwered the 
Earle ans ſaid. Whoſe hoꝛſe is this — t 
ſtandeth by the bound to this Tre v 
Then anſwered the Lady and _ k 
it was hers. Mhen the Carle heard th 
be knew well that ſhe was a gentiewe 
man, and came of noble nage. Waben 
foze he was the rather moved with pi 6 
tie, and ſapd bnto her: O fapze Lade, L 
thon ſ&@mcſt of gentle blod, and the 
— , to deliuer the from is If 
miſchiefe, if thon wilt pꝛomile to zu + 
With me and nouriſh mp faire Faun 
daughter, and teach her at home in 1 
Calſtle,fo2 7 haue ne Childe but ond r 
her,and if thon kept her well thou has 
haue a god reward and -bonnfifull u 
thy labour. Then ſaid ſhe, as farre fozth] 
as J can 82 map, J ſhall fulfill thine em 
tent. And when ſhe had thus p2omiled] 
him he toke her downe off the tre, and] 
ted her home fo his caffle and gave her 


a> an a. . ww 


the kerping ok bis daughter that he lonel| 1 
fo much, and ſh& was reipeged ſo well} | 
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That che lay everpnight in the Carles 
8, 4 Chamber, and his daughter with her, 
pond in his Chamber euerp night there 
zwrat a lampe, the which hanged be⸗ 
1 [wane the Empꝛelle bed and the Earls 
Fi | hed. This Lady behaucd her ſo mildlp, 
all [that (hee was beloved ot euerp creature. 
There was at that time in the Carles 
oule a Neward, which loued this Ems 
u peeſſe exc&edinglp aboue all ſhings, and 
6 'oftentimes ſpake ta her of lone. But 
W1 | thee anſwered him againe and ſaid, 
Know ve dere friend fo a certaine- 
7 ty, that A bane made a ſolemne vow to 
Ju God, that I ſhall neuer love any man in 
uch manner wiſe, but onely him whem 
ky J am greatly bound to lone by Gods 
|" commandement. 
at T den ſaid the Steward. Wilt thon 
| not then conſent onto me 2 Pp 1077 
gquoth ſhe, what nedeth the any moze to 
em al ke ſuch things ? the bow that J haus 
made, trueiy I ſhall kepe and botoi b 
tze grate of God. 
And when the feward heard this, he 
went his wap in great wꝛath and ans 
| ger, thinking within himlelle, it A may 
all I 
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Ichall ber reuenged on the. It befel! bp⸗ 
on a night within ſhozt time after, that 
the Eatles chamber doꝛe was forgotten 
and left vnſtzut, which the Steward had 
anone perteiued. And when they were 
all a lla pt, he went and ſpped by the 
light ofthe Lamp where the Empꝛeſſe 
and the young Pupden lap together, 


and with that he dzew ont his knife and 


tut the thꝛoate ofthe Carles danghtfer, | 
and put the blodp knife into the Em⸗ 
pꝛeſſe hand, ſhe being aſlepe and nd. | 
thing knowing thereof, to the intent 
that when the Earle awaked he ould 
ſethe knife in her hand, and that 9 
ſhould thinke that ſhe had cut his daugh- 


ters thzoate,wherefoze ſhe ſhonlobeput Þ 


to a ſharmcfuli death, foz this miſchie- {| 
nous d&de.And when this damſell was 
thus flaine, and the blody knife in the 
Empzeſſes hand, the Counteſſe awaked 
out of her ſlepe and ſaw bp the light of 
the Lamp the blody knife in the Ems 
pꝛeſſe hand, wherefoze the was almoſt 
out of her wits, and faid tua the Carle, 
Omp Koꝛd, behold in ponder Ladies 
hand a wonderlull thing. 4 
non 
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Anon the Carle awaked and loked 


toward the Empꝛeſles bed, and ſaw the 
blodp knife, as the Counteſſe had (aid, 


d | wherefozch& was greatly moned and 
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terped to ber and ſaid. Awake woman 


out of thy ſlcpe, what thing is this that 


t in Aby hand. Then the Empꝛelle 
{ th2ough bis cry awaked out of her lleep, 
and in her waking the knife fell ont of 


her hand, and with that Chee lwked by 
her and found the Carles daughter dead 
by ber ſide, and all the bed be ſpꝛinckled 


*. with blod, whereldze with an bigh 


vopte ſhee cryed and ſayd: alas, alas, 
and woe is ine my Lozds daughter is 


Then cried the Counteſſe vnto the 
Earle with a pittious vopce and ſapd : 


O mp 1 oꝛd let this diuellich woman be 


put to the moſt foule death that can be 
thought, which thus hath ſlaine our on- 
ly Childe. 

Then when the Connteſſe had ſapd 
thus to the Carle, ſhe ſaid ts the Ems 
p2elſe in this wiſe. The high God kno- 
weth that thou miſchievous woman 
oy flaine my daughter with thine own 
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hands, fo2 Jſaw the blodp knife in thy 
hand, and thercioz: thou ſhalt dye a 
fonle de itt T den ſatd the Earle in this 
wiſe. D ihou woman, were it not J 
dꝛead God greatip, J ſhould tleaue thy 
bodp with my ſwoꝛd in tmo parts, foz 
J delinered thee trom hanging. and nom 
thou haſt lzine mp Davgh'er, neuers 
theleſſe fo2 me thou (halt haue no harm, 
fhere'o:e goe thy way out of this Cifp 
without anp delay, fo2 if J finde thee 
here after this dap, thon ſhalt dpe & 
meſfcracit death. 

Then oroſe this wofull Cmp2eſſe 
and did on her tlothes, and aſter ſeapf on 
her Pa!frap, and rode toward the Eaſt 
alone without any ſafe conduct. And 
as ſhe rode !hns mourning by the wap, 
* he eſptrd on the left ſide of the wap, a 
paire of gallowes, and ſeauen officers 
leaving a man to- the Gallowes fo bee 
hanged , wherefoze ſhe was moved 
wt h great pitttc, and (mote her ho2ſe 
with the ſpurres and rode to them pꝛap⸗ 
ing them that t& might redæme that 
miſ2oer,if he might be laued from death 
by anp meanes. | 

Then 
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Then ſaid they, Lady it pleaſcfh vs 


well that pon redeme him. Anon the. 


Empꝛeſſe accozded with them and pat- 
ed his ranſome, and then he was deli⸗ 
uered. | 
Chen ſaid ſh& to him. Now mp god 
friend, be true vnto till thou die, ſith J 
haue deliuered the from death. 

On mp ſoule, quoth he, J pꝛomiſe you 
euer to be true. And when he had thus 
faid,he followed the Lady ill till they 
came nigh a Cittie, and then ſapd the 
Empꝛeſſe to him. 

God friend quoth (he, goe fozth thy 
| wap afoze me into the Citie, and ſce thou 
+ fake bp koz bs an honeſt lodging, fo 
ther J purpoſe to reſt a while. This man 
went fozth as ſhe commanded and foke 
bp foz her a god lodging and anhonetf, 
whereas ſhe aboade a long fime.UUhen 
the men of the Citie pertetued her bean- 
tie they wondzed greatly, whcrfoze mae 
ny of them craued ol her bnlawful tone, 
but all was in baine,fo2 thep might nof 
ſp&de in any wiſe. It fo2ztuncd after on 
a dap that there came a Shippe full-of 
marchandile and arined in the Hauen 
R 2 bf 
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of that citie. Mhen the Ladp heard this 
Chee ſaid bnto her ſeruant. Goe to the 
Chip and ſe if there be anp cloth foz mine 
vſe. Yer Sergant went fo2:th to the 
Shippe, whereas he found manp verp 
fine clothes, wherefoze hee pꝛaped the 
Paſtcr of the Ship that he would come 
into the Cittie and ſpeake with his La- 


dy. The Maſter granted him, and lo 


the ſeruant tame home fo his Ladie be. 
fozeand warned her of the comming of 
the Paſter of the ſhip. Bone after the 
Maſter of the ſhip came 45 ſalntedthe Las 
dy courteoufly, the Labp receined him 
acco2ding to bis degree, p2aping bim 
that ſhe might haue fozher monep (uch 
cloth as might be p;ofitable fo2 her wea- 


ring Then he granted tbat ſhe ſhonld *' 


have any that hked her, and ſone they 
were agrerd, wherfoze the ſergant went 
immediate ly againe with the Paſter of 
the ſhippe loꝛ the cloth. And when they 
were both within the ſhippe bozd, the 
Maſter ſaid to the Ladies ſeruant. Py 
dere friend to thee J would open my 
counſaile, if J might froff ta the, 
and if thou help me, thon ſhalt ders 
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olf me a great reward. 

] Then anlwered bee and ſaid, J ſhall 
| - (quoth he) be ſwo2ne bnto thæ on the 
$ holy Euangeliſt, that J ſhall kepe thy 


| counſaile and fulfill thine entent, as far 


lozth as J can. 

1 Then ſayd the (Paſſer of the Gippe, 

{| Jlone thy Lady moze then J can tell 
the, fag her beantie and feature is ſo ex- 

7 cellent, that J would giue foz the Lone 
ol her all the Gold that J haue and if J 


map obtaine the lone of her thꝛough thy 


help, J Chall gine thee whatſocuer thou 
wilt deſire of me. 

Then ſaid the Ladies ſeruant, fell 
mee bp what meanes J may beſt belp 
ther. Then ſapd the Paſfer of the ſhip, 
goe home fo thy Ladp againe and tell 


der tdat J will not deliver to the the 


cloth, ercept ſhe come her ſelfe, and doe 
then but bꝛing her to mp Ship, and if 
the winde be god and fit, then J purpoſe 
to leade her awap. Thy counſeltis god 
guoth the Ladies ſeruant therefoze giue 
me ſome reward, and I ſhall fuſſil thy 
deſire, 


Now when. hee had receined bis 
R 3 reward 
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The Hiſtorie of | 
reward hee went againe to his Lady 
and tolde her that by no meanes the ma. 
fter of the Ship would delinerhim the | 
cloth except ſhe came her lelfe. The Las 
dp beleued her ſernant and went to 
the Chip. Now when ſhee was wilb⸗ 
in the ſhip-bozd her ſeruant abode } 
without. 1 
When the maſter ſaw that ſh& was 
within the ſhip, and the wind was god, 
he dzew vp the (aile and ſailed fozth. 
When the Ladp percetued this, thus 
ſhe ſaid fo the Paſter. O maſter (quoth 
ſhe) what treaſon is this that thou haſt 
done fo me. The Maſter anſwered 


and ſapd. Madame cerfainelp it is (o | 


that J muſt n&des lye with the, and al. 
ter ward eſpouſe thee. O god ſir, quoth 
the, J haue made a vow that J ſhall 

neuer commit ſuch ſinne but with him 
bnfo whom Jam bound by right and 
by the Law. Sothlp quoth he, if pe will 
not graunt mi with pour god will, 3 
will calf pon out into the midſt of the 
ſea, and there ſhall ve die an euill death. 
It it be ſoquoth ſhe that J muſt nodes 
conſent oz elſe dye, firſt Jpzap the to 
p2epare 
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prepare s pꝛiuie plate in the end of the 


Ship. whereas J map fulfi.l thine en. 
tent o2 { oye, and alſo J p:ap the that 
J map lap my pꝛapers vnto the Father 


ot Heauen, that dæ map haue mcrcp on 


me. 

The Paſter belened fer, wherefo2e 
hee let o: daine her a Cabbin in the end 
of the ſhip, wherein ſhe kneled downe 

on both her knees and made her pꝛapers, 
ſaping on thts wiſe. O thou mp Loꝛd 
God, thou haſt kept me from mp pouth 
in cleanneſſe, keep me now that J be not 
dcflow2ed, ſs that J map let ue the ever 
with a cleane heart and minde, and let 
not this wicked man pꝛeuaile with mee, 
no2 anp other the like wickedneſſe come 


ne m&. Uthen ſhe had thus ens 


ded her p2aypers, there aroſe ſoden'p a 
great temp-ſf in the Sca, ſo that the 
ſhip all fo bꝛaſt and all that were there- 
in periſhed ſane the Lady, and ſhee 
caught a cable and ſaucd her lelfe, and 
the maſter caught a boꝛd of the (hip and 
ſaned himſelfe likewiſe ncncrthetefie (he 
knew not of him noꝛ bee cf her, fo2 thep 
were 9;iven to diuers toaſls. This le dy 
R 4 landed 
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landed in her owne Empire nere fo a 
rich citie wherein ſher was honourably 
receiued, and ſhe&lined ſo holp a life that 
God gaue her grate and power to heale 
ſick folk ol all manner of diſeales, wher⸗ 
ſoꝛe there came mach people to her, both 
croked, blind and lame, and enery man 
thꝛough the grace of God and her god 
demcanour, was healed ; whercfoze 
ber name was knowen though dinerg 
regions. Nenertheleſſe hee was not 
Knowen as the Empꝛeſſe. In the ſame 
time the Emperours bꝛother (that had 
hanged her befoze by the hapze) was 
ſmitten with a foule Lep2ofie, The 
knight that ſlew the @arles daughter, 
and put the blodie knife in her hand, 
was blind, deafe, and had the palſy. 
Che theefe that beefraped her bnfo the 
maſter of the ſhip, was lame and full of 
the crampe. And the maſter of the Ship 
diſtraught ouf of his wits, 

When the Emperour heard that ſo 
balp a woman was in ſuch a Cittie, 
= _ his bꝛother and ſaid to him 


"Gor we deere b;other dnto this holy 
woman 
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woman that is dwelling in this Citie, 
that ſhe. map heale the of thy Le- 
pꝛoſie. Wonld to God O noble bꝛo- 
ther, (quoth he) that J were healed. 
Anone the © mperour with his bzother 
went toward the Citie. Then when 
the Citizens heard ofhis comming they 
rereiued him honourablp with p2ocels 
ſion and all pꝛouiſion fitting her ſtate. 
And then the Emperoar enquired of 
the Citizens if any ſuch holy woman 
were among them, tbat could heale ſick 
folke of their diſcales. The Citizens 
anſwered and laid, that ſuch an one there 
was. Now at the ſame time was come 
to the ſame Citie the Knight which ſlew 
the Carles daughter, and the Thafe 
which ſhe ſaued from the gallows, and 
the Paſter of the ſhip fo be healed ol di- 
ners diſeaſes, 

Then was the Empꝛeſſe called fo:th 
befoze the Emperour, but ſth& muffied 
her face as well as ſhee could, that the 
Emperour ber þuſ band ſhouly nof 
know her, and when ſhe had lo done, ſhe 
ſaluted him with great reuerence as it 
appertained to his ſtate, and he a gaine 
in 
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in likewiſe, ſaping thus. O god Ladp, 
it thou liſt of thy kind neſſe to heale my 
bꝛother of his Lepꝛoſie, aſtze ot me what 
thou wilt, and J {hall grant i thee, fo2 
thy reward. 

When the Empꝛeſſe heard this. ſhe& 
looked aboat her and ſaw there the Em- 
perours bꝛother a foule leper : ſhe ſaw 
there al(p the knight that New the Earls 
daughter blind and deafe,the thefe that 
thee ſaned from the gallowes lame, and 
alſo the Maſter of the ſhip diſtraught out 
of his wits, and all were come to her 
fo2 to bee healed of their maladies, and 
knew her not. but though they knew her 
not, ſhe knew them well They ſaid ie 
- bnto the Emperour thus. Pp reverend 
LLo2d, though pe would giue me all your 
Empire, J cannot beale vour bꝛgther, 
noꝛ none of theſe other, except they ac⸗ 
knowledge openly what great eu: il they 
haue done. 

Apen the Emperour heard this, he 
turned him towards his Brother, and 
faid vnto him. Brother, acknowledge 
openly thv ſinne befo2e all theſe men, 


(hat thou mapeſt be healed of thy 
ſicknt lle. 
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fickneſſe. Then anone he began fo tell 
bob he had led his life, but he bold not 
bow he had hanged the Empꝛeſſe in the 
foꝛreſt by the hapꝛe of the head, molt dil 
ſpightfullp. 

Then he had acknowledged all that 


him liſt, ihe Empꝛeſſe replied and ſaid. 


Sohthlp my Lozd, J would glabip lap 
vnto him my medicine, but J wot right 
well it is in vaine, lo he hath not made 
à full conf: ſſion. 

The Emperour hearing this; be furs 


ned toward his bꝛother and ſaip in this 


wiſe. Mhat euill ſozrow oz other vn⸗ 


. happy wꝛetchedneſſe is in ther, ſcſt thou 


not how that thou art a foule Leper? 
thereloꝛe knowledge thy ſin trutiy, that 
thou maieſt be whole, oz clie auoid mp 
company fo2 euermoze. 
£; mp Lo2d quoth he, J map not tell 
my life openly, except J be firſt ſuxeat 
thy grace. What haſt thou treſpaſfed as 
gainſt me, quoth the Ewperaur:? Then 
anſwered his Bꝛother and ſaid. Pine. 
offence againſt the is grietous,e theres 
foze J alke the heartily fozgincnes. The 
Emperoz thought not on th+ Einar 
02 
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fo2 a8 much as he ſappoſed ſhe had ben 
dead manp peares befoze , therefo2e he 
commanded his. 152other to tell fozth 
wherein he had offended him, and hee 
ſhould be fo:ginen. 

When the Emperour had thus foz- | 
given his b2other, he began to tell open. } 
ly how be had deſired the Empꝛeſle to 
commit adultery with him, and becanſe 
ſhe denied, hee had hanged her by the 
Hape in the Foꝛreſt on ſuch a dap. 

When the Emperour beard this, he 
was almoſt beſide himſelfe, and in bis 
rage he faid thus. O thou moſt wzet- 
cbed treature, the bengeance of God is 
fallen vpon the, and were it not that 3 
haue pardoned thee, thou ſhouldeſt dpe 
the moſt ſhameſfull death that could be 
thenght. 

Then ſapd the Knight that flew the 
Carles Daughter, J wot not quoth be 
what Lady'*n meane, but 3 wot that 
my 1 e found on a time ſuch a Lady 
hanging by the Maire in the Fozreff, 
and bꝛought her home to bis Caſtle and 
and hee toke her his daughter to keepe, 
and J pzouoked her as much as J could 
| 10 
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to ſinne with me, but ſhee would in no 


wiſe conſent to me wherefoze J flew the 


Eearles Daughter that lay with her, and 


when J had ſo done, J put the blodly 


Unite into the Ladpes hand, that the 
Earle ſhould thinke ſhe had Caine his 


daughter with her owne hands, and 
then was ſhe exiled thence, but where 
ſhe became J wot not. 

{hen ſaid the Theke, J wot not of 
what Lady p& meane, but well J wof 
that leauen officers were leading mee 


1 the gallowes, and ſuch a Lady tame 


riding by and bonght me of them, 
and then went J with her, and after. 
un 3 betraied her vnto a Paſterofa 
Ship. _ 
Such a Lady(qwofh the Malter of the 
Shippe) recciued J, and when we were 
in the middeſt of the Sea, J would hone 
laine with her, but ſher kneled downe 
to her p2ayers,and anon there aroſe ſuch 
a tempeſt that the Chip all to bꝛoſt, and 
all therein were downed ſane ſhe and 
J, but afterward what befell ofher 1 
wot not. 
Then cryed the Empꝛeſſe with a loud 
| bopcs 
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bopce and ſaid, Sothlp Dere friends | 


pee doe nob truelp confefle and declare 
the truth, wbereloꝛe J will now apply 
my medicine, and anone thep receined 
then healths. 

When this Ladp the Empꝛeſſe, had 
thus done ſhe vntouered her face to the 
Emperour and he fozthwith knew her, 


and ran to her and imbzaced her in his &S 


4 1 
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armes, and kiſſed her oftentimes, and oh 
fo; top he wept bitterly ſaping. Bleſſed 


be God, now J haue found that J de- 
fire. And when he had thus ſaid, he lead 
ber home (o his Pallace with great ſoy, 
end after when it pleaſed almighty 
GO D, they ended both their lines in 
- peace and queet. 


The Morall. 

Dore friends this Emperour befos 
kene th our Loꝛd Icſu Chꝛiſt. The Em- 
pꝛeſſe betokeneth a holp ſoule. This 
Cm-eronrs brother betokencth the fleſh 
fe whom our L oꝛo hath ginen charge of 
the Empire but moſt p2incipallp to the 
ſonſe. Nenrrthclefſe the w2etched fleſh 
Git pzouoketh the ſoule to ſinne. * = 
1109 
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ſoule that loneth God above all things 


| With{tandeth that tempfation,calleib to 
der her ghoſtly power, that is, reaſon, 
will, vnderſtanding, and conſciente, end 
1 maketh them to impꝛiſon the fleſh that 
is diſobe dient to the ſoule, in the pꝛiſon 
7] of true repenfance, vnto the time hes 


obep te reaſsn in ailthings. 
And thus in hope of mertp he ſin⸗ 


& neth againe : fo whom holp writers 
faith. Malediftus lomo qui peccat in 
| ſpe, Curſed be that man that ſinneth in 
dope. And at the laſt the ſoule mclineth 


to th: fl: e lettethh him cut of the pꝛilon 
of repentance and waſheth bim from 
the filth of ſin, 4 arapeth him with god 


vertues, and maketh him leape on the 
Palfrap of charitable humilitie, and ſo 


rideth fozth fo meœte our Lo:d with the 
facrifice of thankeſgiuing. But alae, 
full off the ſinner treſpaſſcth againff hos 

lp Scripture, where'o2e the heart, that | 
is.thelnſt of fleſh ariſeth befoꝛe him, and 
after runneth great hounds, that is, euil 
thoughts, and ſo long tt ep chaſe till 
the body and the ſoule be left alone, and 
then the fleſh tirreth that pure ſovle, 
being 
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being the ſponſe of almighty Cod. But 
the pure and vndefiled Soule that is ſo 
welbeloned with God, will not foꝛſake 
our Loꝛd, and conſent to ſinne: where- 
foe the wꝛelched flefh fall oft deſpoileth 
her of all her clothing, that is, of all her 


bertues,and hangeth her vp by the haire - 


on an Dake, that is, on luſts and de» 
lights, and there ſh& hangeth till the 
god earle commeth, that is, a diſcreet 
Pꝛeacher in the fo2reſt offhis wozld, to 
pꝛeach and teach the wozd of God, and 
bee taketh her downe,and leadeth her 
foth to the Church, to nouriſh his 
danghter, that is, to nouriſh conſcience 
with fruit full faith. The Earle had in 
his chamber a Lamp: right ſo euery diſs & 
er&t Pꝛeacher ſhould haue befoze him 
the Lamp of holp Scripture, whereby 
hit map ſt both the gricuance and pꝛo⸗ 
fit ofthe Boule in teaching of vertues, 
and putting away of bice. The Ste- 
ward that ſfirreth her ts ſinne, is nought 
elſe but pꝛide of life, whichis Steward 
of this woꝛld, by whom many men be 
decetued. Bat when the Soule that is 
fo well beloned with Chzi, will not 
conſent 
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| conſent bnto the finne of pꝛide, then ta- 


kceth this enill Steward the knife of 
Couetiſe, wherewith hee flaieth the 
Garles daughter, that is, Conſcience 2 
acco2ding to ſcripture, ſaping: Gold and 
ſiluer hath blinded the cyes of Judges, 
and hath overthrowne wiſe men, ſo that 
equitie and righteouſnes might not enter 
but ſtoode a far, and turned their backs; 
This Ladp alſo redemed a man from 
death, that is, from enerlaſting death, 
which he had deſerned by deadly ſinne. 
Therefoze doe wee as did this Ladp, 
ſ\mite wer our hozle, that is, our flech, 
with the ſpurres of repentance, and ſo 
ride we fo:th in all haſt to ſaud our 
neighbour from the ſincke of deadlp 
finne,fo help him both bodily and ghoſt» 
lp. ds Salomon ſaith. 

Woe be to that man lping in deadly 
ſinne, that hath no man tolift him out 
thereof. Therfoze awake thy neighbour 


and help him. For a Brother that is hob 


en of another is like a ſure Citie,and if 
e giue no more but a cup of cold water 
to him in the way of help, hes ſhall not 

looſe his reward, 
But 
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being the ſponſe of almighty God. But 
the pure and bndefiled Sovle that is ſo 
welbeloned with God, will not fozſake 
our Lo2d, and conſent to ſinne : where- 
foze the wꝛelched fleſh full oft beſpoileth 
her ok all her clothing, that is, of all her 
bertues,and hangeth her bp bp the haire 
on an Dake, that is, on luſis and de» 
lights, and there ſhe bangeth till the 
god earle commeth, that is, a diſcreet 
Pzꝛeacher in the fozreſt offhis woꝛld, to 
pꝛeach and teach the woꝛd of God, and 
bee taketh her downe,and leadeth her 
fozth to the Church, to nouriſh his 
daughter, that is, to nouriſh conſtience 
with fruit full faith. The Carle had in 
his chamber a Lamp: right ſo euerp diſ- 
er&t Pꝛeacher ſhould haue befoze him 
the Lamp of holp Scripture, whereby | 
hut map ſ& both the grieuance and pzo- | 
fit of the Baule in teaching of vertues, 
and putting away of vice. The Ste- 
ward that firreth her ts ſinne, is noughl 
elſe but pꝛide of life, whichis Steward 
of this wozld, by whom many men be. 
deteiued. But when the Soule that is 
fo well beloved with Chzilt, oY wot 
cone 
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conſent vnto the finne of pꝛide, then ta- 
kceth this eniil Steward the knife of 
Couetiſe, wherewith hee flaieth the 
— — that is, Conſcience 2 
accozding to ſcripture, ſaping: Gold and 
ſiluer hath blinded the cyes of Judges, 
and hath ouerthrowne wiſe men, ſo that 
equitie and righteouſnes might not enter 
but ſtoode a far, and turned their backs; 
This Ladp alſo re demed a man from 
death, that is, from enerlaſting death, 
which he had deſerned by deadly ſinne. 
Therefoze doe wee as did this Ladp, 
mite we our hozſe, that is, our ſlech, 
with the ſpurres of repentance, and ſo 
ride we fo:th in all haſt to ſaud our 
neighbour from the fincke of deadlp 
finne,fo help him both bodily and ghoſt» 
ly: as Salomon ſaith. 

Woe be to that man lping in deadly 
finne, that hath no man to liſt him out 
thereof. Therfoze awake thy neighbour 

and help bim. For a Brother that is hol 
pu of another is like a ſure Citie, and if 
e giue no more but a cup of cold water 
to him in the way of help, hee ſhall not 

looſe his reward, 5 
But 


The Hiſlorie of 
But many now a daies be very 


vnkind, as was the ch&fe which 


deceſaed this Ladp after that ſhe had ſa« 
ned him from hanging. The maſter of 
the ſhip betokeneth the woꝛlo, by whem 
many nien be deceined. But neuerthe⸗ 
leſſe as oft as a man taketh on him vos 
luntarilp the charge of charity t᷑ obepeth 
vbnto the commandement of God, and 
foꝛlaketh the Wo2ld,then b2caketh be the 
Shippe. Fo2 it is impoſſible fo pleaſe 
_ and man, and the wozld,all at one 
time. 

Chen this Ladp had efcaped the tem- 
peſt af the Sea, ſhe went to a citie:that 
is, the Sonle, after the tronbles of this 
wozld, went fo the holp life, and then 
the healed all manner of ſicke folke, that 
is, euerp man that is troubled in his 
ſonle, that is, infected with diners ſick⸗ 
neſſes thoſe this Lady hcalcd th2ough 
holp life. 

But thep could not be healed fill they 
bad firſt confeſſed their ſinnes bnto the 
Empꝛeſſe, the Church of Cod, and then 
tote healed them by repenfance and as 


mendment ok lile, pet all this while 3 
1 
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the Empꝛeſte vnkno bun to her huſband, 
that is, the Church wandꝛeth in the wil⸗ 
dernes of this wicked wozld,vntil God 
God by miraculous meanes made her 
kno lone vbnto him, and ſo led her home 
bp bickoꝛy and triumph in the truth vn- 
to the heauenly habitation of eternall 
reſt and gloꝛp, bnts the which almigh- 
4 God, bzing vs all foz his ſonnes ſake. 
men. 


The Argument. 


Euery ſupreame maieſtrate and other in- 
feriour, is to be honoured and reue - 
renced. Euery true Chriſtian man 
ought to conſider his duety herein, 
and eucry falſe Chriſtian peruerting 
the waies of the Godly, the reward 
ofſuch-is hid in hell, But thejuſt 


ſhail inherite the bleſſed life euer 


The 41. Hiſtory. 


H Rome ſometime dwelt amightie 
Emperour named Martin, which foz 
uh > 2 elle tire 
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entire affection kept with him his bzo⸗ 
ers ſon. whom men called Fulgentius. 
With this Martin dwelt alſo a Knight 
that was Steward of the @mpire, and 
bncle vnlo the Emperour, which enuied 
this Fulgentius, ud ping dap and night 
how he might b:ing the Emper our and 
this pouth at debate. Mherefoꝛe the ſte» 
ward ona dap went to the @mperour 
and ſaid : Pp Lozd quoth he,J that am 
pour true ſeruant am bound in dutie 
to warne pour higbneſſe if J heare any 
thing that toncheth pour houour,wher- 
foe J haue ſuch things that J mu 
needes bfter it in ſecret fo your Pateſlp 
betwane vs two. Then laid the Em- 
_; God friend, ſay on what the 


Py moſt dere Lo2d (quoth the Ste⸗ 
ward) Fulgentius pour Coſin, and pour 
nigh kinſman hath defamed pou won- 
derfully and ſhameſullp thoughont all 
pour Empire, ſaping that pour bzeath 
ſcincketh, and that it is death to him fo 
ſerue pou ot pour cup. Then the Empe- 


uur was grienouſly diſpleaſed and al- 
_  _moſtbeſidebimlſelfſo; anger, ( 22 
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him thus: J pꝛap th mp god friend 
tell mee the berp truth if that mp bꝛeath 
ſtincketh as ha ſaith. Pp Lo2d (qusth 
the Steward) p& map beleue me, I 
neuer perceiued a ſweeter bzeath in my 
daies then pours is. Then ſaid the 
Emperour J pꝛap the god friend teil 
me how J map bꝛing this thing to god 

p;ofe. 
The Steward anſwered and ſaid. 
Py Lo2d(quoth h&)p& ſhall right well 
vnderſtand the truth,foz to moꝛrow next 
when be ſerueth pou of pour Cup, vd 
ſhall ſ&@ that be will tarne awap his 
face from pou, becauſe of pour bzeath, 
+ and this is the moſt certaine p;ofe that 
map be had of this thing, Uerelp quoth 
| the Emperour, a truer p2ofe cannot be 
| had of this thing. Therefoze anons 
den the feward heard this, dee went 
ſtraight to Fulgentius and toke him a 
{ fide ſaying thus. Deere friend thou art 
\ nere kinlman and alſa Nephygw bnfo 
mp Lozd the Emperour, therefoze if 
thou wilt be thankefall vnto me, A will 
tell the of the bite whereof my Lozd 
| the @mperonr complaineth off, and. 
D 3 thinketh 


* 
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thinketh to put tbe from bim (ercept it | 
be the ſoner amended) and that might | 
be a great rep2oofe ts thee. Then ſaid. 4." 


this Fulgentivs. Ah god ſir, fo his loue 
that dyed bpen the Croſſe.teli me why 
mp Lo2dis ſo ſoꝛe moued with mer foꝛ 
Jam readp to amende mp fault in all 
that J can 62 map. and foz ta be ruled be 
your god diſcreet counſaile. 
Top bꝛeath quoth the ſteward ſt inck⸗ 


eth ſo ſozethat his dꝛincke doth bim no 


god, ſo grienous is bnto him the ſtinck- 
ing bꝛeath of thy month; {hen (apy 
Fulgentiu« bnto the Steward. Truelp, 
that perceined J neuer till nom, but 
what thinke yon of my bꝛeath: Jpzay 


pou ta tell me the very truth. Truely 


(quod the Steward )it ſtincketh greatly 
and fonle. And this Fulgentius beles 


ned all that ha ſaid, and mas right ſoꝛ⸗ 


rot full in his minde, and pꝛayed the 
„Steward of his counſaile and belp in 
"this woWll caſe. Then layd the Ste⸗ 
ward vnto him, if that thou wilt doe by 
mp connſell,J ſhall baing this matter to 
a god concluſion, Ar 2 

ſhall teu tha. | 


I 
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J Fconnſaile the fo2 the beff, and allo 


warne the, that when thou ſerutſt mp 


Lozd the Emperour of his Cup, that 
thon turne thy face awap from him, (a 
that he map not fle thy ſtincking bzeth, 
vnto the time that thou haſt pzontded 
thee of ſome remedp therefoze, 

Then was Fulgentius right glad, 
and ſware to him that hee would doe 
by his connſaile. 

Not long alter it befell that this 


poung man Fulgentius ſerued his Lo2d 


as he was wont to doe, and there with 
ſodainelp hee turned his face from his 
Lozd the Emperour, as the ſteward 
bad taught bim. 

And when the Emperour perceined 


[. the auoiding of his head, be ſmote this 


poung Fulgentius on the bzeaſt with his 
fote and ſaid to him thus. O thoulewd 
Varlet, now J ſ& well it is true that J 
bane heard of th&, and therefoze goe 
thou anon ont of ſight, that J map Tee 
thee no moze in this place, And with 
that this pong Fulgentvs wept full ſoze 
and auoided the place and went out af 


D 4 Ans 
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And when this was done,the Empe. 
rour called bnto him his ſteward, and 
ſaid. Pow map I. rid this Uarlet from 
the world, that thus hath detamed me 
My moſt dere Loꝛd quoth the ſteward, 
right well pon (hall haue pour entent. 
Foz harte bcſide, within theſe th: 
miles pe haue bꝛickmakers, which deily 
make great fires fo2 to burne bzick, and 
alſo they make lime, therefoze mp Lozd 
ſend to them this night, charge them 
bpon paine of death, that whoſoener 
commeth to them firſt in the mo2ning; 
ſaping to them thus, my Lo2d comman- 
deth pou to fufill his will, that thep take 
bim and caſt him into the farnace with 


the Stones;and this night commannd 4 


pou this Fulgentius that bee goe earelp F 
inthe mozning to pour wozkemen and 
that ber aſke them whether they haue 
fulfilled pour wil which they were coms - 
manded, oz not, and then ſhall thep ac⸗ 
co:ding to pour cammandement, cat 
bim into the fire, and thus ſhall he dye 
an euill death. | 

Surely quoth the Emperos, thy coun+ 
faile is god, therefoze call to = — 
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barlet Fulgentius, And when this pong 
man was come to the Tmperours pꝛe- 
fence, hee laid to him thus: J charge 
thee vpon paine of death, that thou riſe 
earelp in the mozning and goe to the 
burners of Lime and Bꝛicke, and that 
thou be with them earelp befoze the 
San riſe the miles from this houſe and 
charge them in my behalfe that they 
fulfill my commaunvement, oz elle they 
challi ope a moſt ſhamefull death. 

Then ſpake this Fulgennus : Pp 
L020 if God ſend me mp life, J Chal ful. 
fill your will, were it that 3 Gould goe 
to the woꝛlds eny. 

When Fulgentius had this charge, he 
could not ſl&pe foz thought, that ha 
muſt ariſe eareip fo2 to fulfill his Lo2ds 
commandement. The Emperour about 
midnight (ent a meſſenger on hoꝛſeback 


. F - 'vnto his Bꝛick makers, commaunding 


them vpon paineof death, that whoſo- 
euer came to them firſt in the mozning 
ſaping vnto them the Emperours cons 
maundement (which is befoze rehear. 
ſed) that they ſhould fakehimebind him 
and caſt him into the fire, and burne 


8 him 
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bim fo the bare bones. 

The Bꝛick- makers aunſwered and 
ſaid it ſhould bee vone. And then the 
meſſenger returned home againe incen- 
tinent,and told the Emperour that his 
tommaundement ſhould be diligently 
falfilled, 

Earely in the mozning following Ful. 
gentius aroſe and pꝛepared him towards 
bis wap, and as he went he heard a 
Bel ring to Dernice, wherefoꝛe he went 
to that Church foz to heare Sernice,and 
alter the end of ſeruice hee fell a ſlepe, 
and there her llept a long while ſo that 
— Pꝛieſt noz none other might a wake 


The Steward deſiring inwardly ib 
heare of his death, as be did hope, about 
one ok the clocke he went vnto the wozk- 
men and ſaid vnto them thus. Sirs quod 
He,have pe done the Emperours como 
mandement oz no: 

Che Bꝛick makers anſwered him 
againe, and ſaid: Nap truely we haue 
not pet done his commandement, but 
anon it ſhall be done, and with that they 
Ron 2 Chen cryed.the 

| Steward 
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Seward with an high doice and ſaid; 
God firs laue my life, foꝛ the ©mperoz 
commaunded that Fulgentius ſhould 
be put to death. Then ſaid they, the 
meſſenger told vs not ſo, but he bad vs 
that whoſoever came firſt to vs in the 
mozning, ſaping as pe befoze rehearſed, 
that wer chould take him and caſt him 
info the Furnace & burne him to aſhes; 
And with that woꝛd they thzew him-in- 
to the fire. 

And when her was burnf, Fulgen- 

nus came to them and ſaide. Gon 
firs haue pou done my Lozds comman- 
dement, pea ſothly ſaid thep,and there» ⸗ 
foe goe pee againe to the Emperour 
and tell him ſo, Then ſaid Fulgeniius, 
foz Chzilts loue tell me that comman⸗ 
ment. 
Me had in tommaundement ſaid 
they vpon- paine of death, that whoſo- 
euer came to bs firſt in the mozning, 
and ſapd like as thou haſt -ſapd, that 
wee ſhould take him and caſt him into 
the Furnace: But befoze the, came the 
Steward, and therefoze haue we ſul 
=_ on him the Emperours commans 
* dement, 
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demenf, and now is hie burnt fo the 
bare bones. 

And when Fulgentius heard this, 
der thanked God that he had ſo pꝛeſer⸗ 
ned him from death, thercfs:e b& toke 

his leane of the wozkemen and went a. 
gaine to the Pallace. 

Mben the Emperour perceined him 
hie was almoſt diſtract of his wits fo: 
anger, and thus he ſayde : Haſt thou 
beene with the bzickemakers and fulfils 
led my commaundement: Sothly mp 
gracions L.92d,J have bene there. but 
o) J came there, pour tcommaundement 
was faifilled. ow may that be true, 
guoth the @mperour ? 

Fo2lſoth ſaid Fulgentius, the ſleward 
came to them afoze me, and ſapd that J 
ſhould haue ſaid, and when they heard 
that,thep foke him and thꝛew him into 
the furnace, and if J had come any ra⸗ 
tber, ſo would they haue done to me, 
and therefoze J thanke God that hath 
pzeſerned me from death, 5 
Thenſaid the Emperour fell me the 
frath of ſach queſtions as I ſhall des 
maund of the. Then layd * 
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vnto the Emperour. As J beleeve yon 
nener found in me any falſchode, aud. 
therefoze J greatly wonder why pe had 
odained (ach a death ſoz me, foz well 
pe know that J am pour owne bꝛothers 
ſonne. Then ſaid the Emperour ts Ful. 
gentius: It is no wonder, foz that deat 
J 03dained ta ther th2ough counſaile of 
the Steward, becauſe thou didit deſewe 
me thzoughout all mp Empire, ſaping; 
that wy bzeath did Rinck ſa grienoufly, 
that it was death to thee: and in token 
hereof thou lurnedſk away thy face 
when thou ſeruedſt me of my Cup, and 
that I ſaw with mine eyes: and fo2 this 
| cauſe A oꝛdained faz thee ſuch a death; 
and pet thou ſhalt dys exceſit I hoare: | 
better excuſe. 
Tben anſwered F Na and bab 
A mp molt deere Lo2d,ifit might 
pour highneſſe fz to heare me, J ſhall 
bew you a ſubtill and a deceitiull ima 
gination. Sap on,quoth the Emperous 
'. TheSteward(quothFulgentins) that 
now is dead; came to mee and ſaid, 
that ye told buto him that mp bzeath dio 
| Rinck,and thercupon - a 
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Itwhen 3 ſerncd port of your Cop, 1 
old tarne atday my face: take God 
th witneck⸗ J lte flot. 

Mhen⸗ the Emperour heard this, he 
belteued dim and laid: O my nephew, 
now J ſe? th{vigh the right wiſe indge- 

of God, the ſteward is burnt, and 
dwne wickedneſſe and ennie is fal- 
ler on him(e1ſe,fo2 he oꝛdained this mas 
ticeagainfffhre, and therefoze thou art 
d baum to almigbtie God that bath 


ef toe from death. 


s 4 "Phi Morall. 
wk Won . this euren. befs: 
kenvth eutty' ſupꝛeame Paicſtrate and 
other infertvirs. And F ulgentius his Ne. 
phew betokeneth encry true Cbꝛiſtian 
„ which ſhaolo duly and traly ſerue 
Pe wi ri homage and duft- 
alle, like as Fulgentius ſerved 
theEmpetd ol his cup, ” wherefoze be 
Hilllbe greatfy toned of God. This lte- 
Ward betokeneth enery falſe Chiltian 
Men as Ciyne, which oftentimes tar- 
neth the heart of right wile men from 


Gb, laying) that his bea fincheth, 
al 
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that is, that the life of the Paie⸗ 


| Crafe is not acceptable to God oz man, 
which is againſt this Scriptare, ſaying 
thus: Nolite judicare,&cc, t 


That is, iudge not, and pee (aſl 
not be iud ged. But oftentimes ſuch mas 
licious people accuſeth righteons men, 
wherefoze thep ſhall be caſt into the es 
uerlaſting fire of hel where is wapling, 
weeping, and miſerp without end But 
the righteous ſhall aſcend fo everlaſting 
life, bnto the which bzing bs our 1020 
Jeſu Chzift, Amen. 


The Argument, 


Tiranti and vngodly perſons walk withe 
out knowledge of the truth, till they 
come to the Church of God: the wic- 
ked prefecutc. the godly , but they 
ate preſerved by the mightie proui- 
dence of God, ſo wee ought not to 
Neepein ſinne. A figurative ſpeach of 
three ſeveral meanings, videlicet, Take, 
Teeld, and Flee, the fignification 


thereok, 
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12 dwelt ſome time in Rome d 
mightie ©mpcronr named Delphi- 
nus, which had no child;zen ſane onely 
a Daughter, which was a faire creature 
and welbeloned of her father. 

As this Emperour ride on a dap on 
hunting in the Fozreſt , ſodaincly be 
rode ont ofhis wap, and loſt his men, 
mherefoꝛe he was greatly diſcomfozted, 
foz he wiſt not whether he rode, no2 in 
what place he was, fill at the laſt when 
be had thus ridden all ſhe dap alone, in 
the euening he ſaw an houſe,and thethcr 


berode a great pate, and knocked at the 


gate, immediatelp the god man of the 
houſe heard him, and aſked the cauſe of _ 
bis knocking and what he would haue. 
Deere friend, quoth the @mperovur, loe Þ 
it is night as ve may (&, therefoze Þ 
J deſire you of lodging ufo; the low | 
of God. ! 
_- When hee had thus cath, the. god | 
man of the honſe bnware that h& was | 
the . anſwered thus and — | 


g 
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ſon and other vitfaile fo2 vou. 
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God friend,quoth he, J am the Empe- 
rours Foſter and haue plentie of veni⸗ 


When the Empersur heard this, he 
was right glad in bis minde, neuerthe · 
leCe her told him not that he was the 
Emperour. And the Foſter opened the 


gate, and receined him as honoꝛably as 


der could, and ſet him fo his ſupper, and 
ſerued him wo2thilp. And when he had 
ſupped, the Foſter bzonght him to 
his chamber, and when ane was her 
went to bed. 

In the ſame night it belal that the 
Foffers wife was franailing of childe 
in an other chamber hard bp, and was 


1 . delivered the ſame night of a g@blp ſon. 


And as the Emperour lap in his bed 
fleping,him ſœmed he heard a botceſap» 
ing fo him th2iſe, theſe wozdes. Take 
take, take, And with that he awoke,and 
maruailed greatly what it might be. ſap- 
ing to himlelfe thus. A voice biddeth me 
take;tak&what ſhall J take: And im me 
Dinteip de fell a ſlepe againe. 2 
And the ſecond time, hee beard n 2 


| - voyce, 1 
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Yeeld, yeeld, yeeld. And with that he 
wakened againe, and wondzed greatlp, 
ſaping bnto himſelle. What map this 
ſigniſie? Firſt J heard a voice that ſaid, 


take,take, take, andnothing Jrecetned, | 


And right now J heard another voice 
that laid, yeeld, yecld,yceld: what ſhould 
IJ peld - 

And as he lap thus thinking to him- 
ſelfe, her fell a llpe againe. And then 
her heard the third voice, ſaying theſe 
wo2ds thoice, flee, flec, flee: for this night 
is a Childe borne that after thy deceaſe 
ſhallbe Emperour, Uhen the Empe- 
ronr heard this, her wakened and wons 
dꝛed greatly what it might be. 

Jn the moꝛning early following, the 
Emperour aroſe, and called to him the 
Foſter, and ſaid. Deere friend J p2ap 
thee that thon wilt tell me if any Child 
be bozne this night fo thp knowledge. 
Mp Milte quoth the Foſter, this night is 
deliuered of a Sonne. J pꝛap the; ſaid 
the Emperour, ſhew mee thy Bonne. 
When the Emperour, had (ene the 
Chtiide, he ſaw a marke inthe Childes 


biiage,wherebp he might know him an. 
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other time, and then be ſaid fo the Fo- 
fter thus. 

- Dere Friend knoweft thon who I 

am: Nay ſothily quoth the Foſter,fo2 A 
neuer ſaw pon befoze this time, as far 
as J am remembꝛed, neuertheleſle it ſee- 
meth that pe be a gentleman. 

Then anſwered the Emperour and 
ſaid, J am, quoth he, the Emperour pour 
Loꝛd, whom pe haue lodged this night, 
wherefoze right bartelp J render to pen 
thanks. 

This hearing the Foſter fell downe 
bpon both his knes at his f&te, and be- 
ſonght him of mercy, if that he had at- 
fended his highneſle in any thing, pzap= 
ing him of loꝛgiueneſſe. Chen anſwe- 
red the Emperour and ſaid,be thou na⸗ 
thing afraid, ſoz J thanke thee heartelp 
fo2 thy god chere, and thy ſon that wag 
bozneto night,J will hane foz to nouriſh 
and bꝛing vp in mp Court, and to moz- 
row I ſhall ſend foz him. 

O my gracious Lozd, quoth the Foy 
ſer, it is not fit that ſuch a noble Em⸗ 
perour Ghould nouriſh the Childe ol his 
lablect and Seruanf, nenertheleſſe your 
42 will 
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will be fulfjited, foz when your meſfen- 


gers come, J ſhall del iuer them my ſon. - 


When this was ſatd, the @mperonr 
fok his leaue, and rode home towards 
his pallace. And when hee was come 
home, he called vnto him ſuch Sernants, 
that he truſted beſt, and ſaid to them 
thus. Goe pe,quoth he,vnto my Foſter, 
with whom J was lodged this night in 
the Fe2reſt, and recetue of him his ſon, 
ol which bis Mile was deliuered this 
night, and vpon paine of death, J com- 
mand. pou that ye defirop him by the 
wap, and call his fleſh to the Dogs, but 
bzing with you the heart to me. And 
except pe fulfill my commandementf, pe 


ſhall dye the moſt ſonleſt death that can 


be thought. 

Anon bis Sernants went to the Foz- 
reſt and recciued the Foſters ſonne and 
b:onght him with'them,and when they 
were come nerre bn:o the Pallace, one 
of them ſaid : How ſhall wee doe, that 
we map fullfill our Kozds commande- 
ment in deſtroying of this Childe- 

Dome anſwered and ſaid, that the 
Childe ſhould be laine, and ſome would 
baue 
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haue ſaucd his lite, and while they were 
thus ſtriuing among themſelues: one 
ofthem that was moſt merciſull ſapd 
bato the reſt: O mp god louing friends, 
heare mp counſatie, J beſeech pon, and 
pe ſhall not repent you thereof. 

It pee murther this innocent Childe, 
we ſhall greatly offend almighty God: 
and behold, here by are poung Pigges, 
kill wer one of them, and then map wee 
take with vs his heart, and pꝛeſent it 
bnto the Emperour, laping, that it is 
the heart of the Childes body, Then laid 
they, thy connſaile is god, but what 
ſhall we doe with child. God friends 
(quoth he) let vs w2ap him in ſome 
clothes,and lay him in ſome hollow tree, 
fo2 peraduenture God will help him, 
and ſaue his life. | 

When he had thus ſaid. they did 
gladlp after his counſaile m al! things, 
| and killed the Pig, and went their way 
and carried home with them the Pigs 
heart to the Emperour, ſaping vnto him 
thas : Loe, gracious Lozd, wee haue 
deſtroped the Child as pe commanded 
bs, and with that they ſhewed him the 

T 3 Pigs 
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Pigs heart. The Emperonr ſuppoſing 
that it had been the Childes heart, toke 
it and caſt it into the pꝛe, diſpite fullp 
ſaping. 

o, there is the heart of him which 
ſhould haue bene Emperour alter me. 

Loc what it is to belepe in dꝛeames 
and viſions, which be nought elle but 
fantaſies and vaine things. 

The ſecond dap after that the Childe 
was put into the hollow tree, there came 


an Earle fo2 to hunt in that Fozreſt, | 


and as his hounds chaſed an Mart, they 
came to this hollow tre where the 
Chiloe lap, and when thep felt the ſa⸗ 
uour ofthe Childe, they would goe no 
further. 

The Carle ſeing this, marnailed 
greatlp whp his Younds abode there, 
and ſmote his Ho2fe with his ſpurs and 
rode a great pate till he tame bnto them. 
And when be came bnto the tree where. - 
in the Childe was laid, he loked in at 
a hole and ſan there the Childe lying, 
and then was he right glad, and foke vp 
the Childe in his armes full loningly, 
and bare it home bnto his ee 
| neo 


| 


| 
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bnfo the Counteſſe his wife: Loe my 
deer e wife, this day by foztune J haue 
found a very faire Child in an hollow 
fre as J hunted in the Foꝛreſt, whereof 
Jam right glad. 9nd becaule that 3 
neuer begat ſonne noꝛ daughter on thee, 


noꝛ thou neuer pet conceined a Childe, 


therefoze J exhoꝛzt thee that thon wilt 
faine thy ſelfe trauailing with child, and 
lap that thou haf bozne this Childe. 
The Countelle falfilied right gladlp the 


Earles will and deſire, and (aid, Pp 
molk dre Loꝛd, pour will in this thing 


chall be done. 

Not long after this, newes went 
thꝛoughouk al the eountrp, that the coun⸗ 
teſſe was deliuered of a fapze Sonne, 
wherefeꝛe euery man retopced much. 

The Childe began to grow, and was 
right well beloned of euery man, and 
eſpecially of the Earle and ofthe Conn- 
telle. Jt befell after, when the Childe 
was rb. pres of age, the Emperour 
made a ſolemne feaſt vnfo all the Lezds 
ofhis Empire, vnto the which feaſt this 
Earle: was called, and at the dap afſign- 


ned he came, and bꝛought his Son with 


T 4 him 
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bim which was at that time a faire 
pong Squire, and he tarut d at the boꝛd 
be loꝛe the Carle. The Emperour ęrrat⸗ 
lp beheld him and ſpied the token in his 
to2chead which he has ſcene beloꝛe iu the. 
Foſters houſe, wherwith he was greats 
iy mored, and vered within himlrife 
and (aid vnto the Carle in this manner 
wiſe. Whoſe Sonne ts this: Certes laid 
the Carle, be is my Sonne Then ſaid 
the Emperour. Bp the faith and truth 
that thou oweſt unte me, tell me the 
truth. 

The Carle ſ&ima that hee might not 
exrcuſe himſelfe by no manner wiſe, but 
that nerdes her muſt tell him the truth, 
then tolde hœ bim altogether, how her 
had found him in the Foꝛreſt in a hol⸗ 
low tre. This bearing the Emperour 
mas almoſt diſtrad of his Mittes foz 
anger, and called vnto him his feraants, 
which her had (cnt befoge to deſtroy the 
Chllee. 

And when they came befoze him ha 
made them to ſweare vpon a boke that 
thep ſhould teli him the truth what they 

bad done with tho Childe. 
; G:ations 
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 Gzatious Lo2d ſaid they, we perld vs 
bato pour grace and godneſſe, foꝛ with - 
gut doabf,pittie ſo moued vs, that we 
might not deſtroy him, and then we put 
him in an hollow Tra. but what alter⸗ 
ward befell to him, certainelp we knaw 
not, and in his ſtead we kild a Pig and 
bzougbt the beart theresf, 

When the Emperour had heard the 
bery truth ot the matter, h& ſain vnto 
the Earle. This pong man quod he ſhall 
abide here by me: the Carle immediate · 

ly granted though it was greatlp a- 
gainlt bis will. 

' When the foaſt was ended, euere 
man toke his leaue of the Emperour, 
and went whereas thep liſt And at that 
time it foztuncd that the Empꝛeſſe 4 her 
daughter ſoiourned in a great Country 
far from thence,by the commandement 
of the Emperour: Jt befell not long 
after the Emperour called vnts him this 
pong Squire, and ſaid, it bchoueth the 
(cuod hat) to ride bnta the Empꝛeſſe 
my wife with mp letters. 4 am ready 
at pour Commanndement my K 02d, 
ſaid be, fo fulfill pour deſire. | 
Jmmediately 
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Immediatly the Emperour did 
wzite Letters, the entent whereof was 
this. That the Empꝛeſſe ſhould take 
the bearer of theſe Letters, and let him 
be dzawen at the hozſe taile, and after 
that ſhee ſhould let him bee hanged till 
he were dead, andthat on paine of 
death. Then the Letters were all 
made and ſealen, then the Emperour 
_twke them vnto the pong ſquire, com- 
mandinghim to ſpœd him on his tour- 
ney. And ſtraight way the pong ſquire 
receined them gladlp, and put them ſure 
in his boxe, and rode fozth on his iour - 
nep. When her had ridden thz& oz foure 
dapes on his iournep, in an euening he 
tame unto a Caſtle whereas dwelt a 
knight,, and genlly deſired of him a 
nights lodging. 

The Kyight ſ&ing and beholding the 
god fanonr of the young Squire, gran⸗ 
ted him lodging, and made him amd 
cherre and well fo fare, and afterward 
brought him info his chamber, # when 
he was there, hee went to bed: and im. 
medtately fell a ſleepe, fo2 he was full 
earp of his &urnep, and — 

ore 
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bore with the Letters lying openly in 
bis chamber. 

When the KGnightſaw the bore, her 
opened it and found the Letters ſcaled 
with the @mperours ſigne manuel, and 
was greatly tempted to open them, and 
at the laſt he opened them ſubtillp, and 
then hee rcade how the Empꝛeſſe vpon 
paine of death ſhould put the bearer of 
them to death, and then hee was right 
ſezromſull and ſaid withtn himſclfe : 
alas (quoth he) it is great pittic to de- 
ſtrop lo faire a young man: and imme⸗ 
diatejp after the knight raced ont that 
wꝛilting, t wꝛot in theſame paper alet- 
ter, ſaying theſe wozds, Upon paine 
of death J commaund the that ſhon 
take this poung Squire, bcarcr oftheſe 
Letters, and let him be wedded with- 
out anp delap vnto my Daughtcr and 
pours, with all the honour and ſolem- 
nitie that can be thonght,and when they 
be married, that pe take and ate unpt of 
him as pour owne Sonne, and that be 
10 my rome till J come bnto por mp 


When the Knight had thus ou 
ie 


©» Comming, ſhe toke with her, her Son 
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hie cloſed the Letters ſubtillie and put 
them into the boxe againe. Carelp in 
the mozning the pong ſquire aroſe, and 
verp haſtelp made him readie, and toke 
bis leave of the Inaht, and fozth on 
his tournep, and the third day after 
de came vnto the Empꝛelle, and ſalu- 
ted her right dntifully in the Empero 2s 
bebalfe.and toke her the letters. 


And when the Empacfſe had read 


them, anone ſhe ſent fo2th ber meſſen· 
=_ thzongh the Conntry, command- 

g the S{ates and Gentlemen to come 
unto her Daughters wedding at a cer- 
taine dap aſſigned. 

Then: the dap was come, thether 
came many great L02ds and Ladies, 
and anone this poung Squire eſpouſed 
fheEmperours-Danghter, with great 
honour and dignitie, accozding to the 
tenour of the letters and was right well 
beloued, and much hononredamong the 
people. ee 
Pod long after it befell, that the Em. 
perour came into that Countrie, and 
when the Empꝛelle heard of her Lo2zds i 


in 
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in law, with much other people, and 
went towards the Emperour, fo; to 
welcome him, a | 

When the Emperour ſaw this pong 
Squire leading the Empꝛeſſe his wile, 
he was greatly mwned within himſelfe 
and ſapd. O thou curſed woman, bes 
cauſe thou haſt not fulfilled my Com- 
maundement, thon ſhalt dye an cuill 
death, 

O mp dere Lo2d (quoth ſhe&) all that 
pit commanded me to doe J haue fulſil- 
led. Nay curſed woman ſaid the Em- 
peronr it is not ſo, fos J w2ote to thee 
that thou ſhouldeſt put him to death, and 
now 7 ſee him aline. 

; Py Lo2d quoth the Empꝛeſſe, yon 
wꝛote ta me that 3 ſhould gius im pour 


Daughter to Mife, and that on paine 


of Death, in witneſſe whereof los hers 
your Letters with pour owne ſeals 
manuell. | | | 
When the Emperaur heard this, ba 
wondꝛed greatly and ſapd. Js he eſpou⸗ 
ſed then to thy Danghter. Pea ſothly 


ſaid the Empꝛeſſe long agoe with much 
ſolwpnitie and great wozſhippe, and 
As 


1 
12 
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as J perceine pour Daughter is with 
Chiide. Then (aid the Emperour: 0 
thon Lo2d Jeſu Chꝛiſt, it is great folly 
to ſtriue againſt thy oꝛdinance, thercfoze 
fith it is ſo, hy will muſt n&des be ful 
filled. And with that he toke his ſonne 
in law in his armes and kiſſed him, 
which after his death was Emperour, 
and ended gis lite in reſt and peace. 


The Morall. 
This Emperour map betoken He- l 
rog, oz elſe euerp Tirant, which walked 
alone without truth, till hee came to the 
koſters houſe, that is, the Church, which 
is the honſe of God. This Herod, would 
haue llaine this Childe Jeſa, wherefoze 
he ſenf Peſtengers to ſ@ke him, accozo + 
cozding to the Scripture of Saint Mat- 
thew, felling how he commanded the 
the Kings fo ſceke him, and bzing him 
kidings againe where he was, that be 
might come and weozſhip him alſo, but 
this ſaid he not fo2 laue, but fo2 deteipt. 
The Foſter betokeneth Ioſeph our Las 
dies huſvand which kept him:but when „ 
the meſſengers came, that is, AG” — 
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thꝛee Kings came thep ſlew him not, 
but woꝛchipped him on their knees; 
and left him in the hollow Tro of his 
Godhead, "The Eatle- that came and 
found this Childe, betokeneth the holp 
Ghoſt, which warned Ioſeph by the Ans+ 
gell in his ſlerpe, that he ſhould take our 
Lady and her ſon and fle into the land 

of Eaypt. ; 

This mo2allp ;, map be bnderffod 
otherwiſe This Emperour map betg- 
ken a ſinner that walketh in the Foreſt 
of this woꝛld, ſœing banities and nonght 
elſe,vnto the time hee come fo thehouſe 
of God, and there he is receined benign - 
ly of the Pꝛelate oł ihe Church, ihk 
will obep the Commaundements ot 
God. 

But manp of vs now a dayes ſlæpe 
in the Church, when thep pꝛactiſe 
nat accozving fo the p2ofeſſion , and 
thcrefoze anght they alſo to dꝛead the 
boyces which J haue rehearſed. By the 
firſt rake, there map be bnderffod the 
great benefit that her gane the when he 
put in the a Sonle made to his owne 
ſimilitude. By the ſecond rake, is 

| bnderſfop 
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Underſtod the ſonne of the Father of 
beaven, which was bozne of the bleed 
Uirgin Mary: By the third rake,is vn- 
derſtod the ſame ſonne of God, which 
dyed bpon the Croſſe. 

By the fir yceld, is vnderſtod that 
me dugbt to pelde our Boule vnto al- 
ä — Gad, as cleane and as fapꝛe as 

he gane it vs after gur regeneration in 

Baptiſme. By the ſecond y celd is vnder- 
ſtode that wer ought to y&ldehonovr 
wozlthip and lone vnto almightie God, 
and man. By the third yeeld, is vnder- 
Tod, that we ought to pield to God true 
confeſſion of faith, contrition of heart, 
and amendement ok life. 

The ſirſt flee betokeneth ſinne which 
we ſhould lier. The ſecond flec, betoke- 
neth the wdz!d, which we ſhould fie, fo2 

. the great falſeſhod 4 temptations that 
are therein. The third flee, befokeneth 
euerlaſting paine, the which wer oaght 
to fi thꝛaugb Faith and her ftuites, by 
the which we may tome the rather vnto 
eueriaſting top and bliſſe. Unts which 
bzing vs 9205 Lo2d 8 1 


The 
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The Soule of man being rauiſhed by the 
tyrannie of ſinne, ſhe complaineth va- 
to Chriſt, which heareth her, The Ty- 
rant is ouercome by Chriſt, who e- 
ſpouleth her vnto him, preparing a 
place of perpetuall joy for her.Chriſt 
receiueth the penitent ſinners to his 
mercie by his death and paſsion, 
wherfore we ought to ſhew our ſelues 
thankefyll vato him, that he may en- 

due vs with the bleſsing of his euerla- 
ſting fektcitic. 


The 43. Hiſtory. 
Tas dwelt ſometime in Rome a 


mighty Emperour named Saura- 
cinus, which ozdained a lam, that 
whoſoeucrraniſhed a Wirgin dit, 
and it che were reſcued, then dee that 
reſcued her ſhould haue her to wife, if 
him liſt, and if h would not marrp 
her, then ſhould ſher be guided, and el- 
pouſed bp his 3 It befell vpon a 


day - 
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day that a Tyꝛant named Poncianus 
ted a Uirgin info a Fozreſt e defloured 
her of her Papdenbead. And when he 
had ſo done, h&e would haue ſlaine her, 
and as hee was diſpopling her of her 
tlothes, there came riding by that fozreſt 
a gentle Knight which heard the trping 
and lamenting ok the Damſell, where⸗ 
koꝛe he ſmote his Moꝛſe with the ſpurs, 
and rode a great pace into the Foꝛreſt, 
to ſ& what it might be. Now when her 
came he ſaw a woman ſtanding all nas 
Ked laue onlp her ſmocke, to whom ſpake 
the knight: art thou wol faid he) that cry⸗ 
ed lo lamentably: Then anſwered the 
Damſell and ſaid. Pea certaine,fo2 this 
man that ſcandeth hre hath rauiſhed 
me, and defloured me of mp Maiden⸗ 


head, and now he would lap mie, and 


.therefo2e he hath diſpopted mie of my 


'clothes,fe2 the loue ot God gentle knight 


Help me now. Then ſapd the Ty2anf, 
He lpeth, foz er is my Wife, and 3 
hage found her in adultry with an other 
man, and therefoze J will fa her. Then 
fayd the Anigbt, J bel&ne better tho 
Won n then ther, foz loe the tokens 
* appeareth 
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uppeareth openly in her viſage,thatthou 


haſt raniſhed her,therefoze will I. fight 


with ther foz her dkljuerance. And im- 
mediateip thep buckled both together, 
and fought eagerly fill they were both 
ſoze wounded, Neuerthelefe the Knight 
obtained the victoꝛp, and put the tyꝛant 
to flight. 

Then ſaid the Knight bnto the way 
man loe, J haue ſuffred foz thy loue ma. 
ny ſoꝛe wounds, and haue ſaved the 
from death, wilt thou therefoze p20, 
mile to be my wife 2 - 

Thereto Jafſent quolh he, with all 
my heart, and therupon 7 plight thee mp 
trouth. When G& was thus enſured, 
then layd the knight as followeth. 

Here belideis mp Caſlle,goe thether 
and abide there till I haue biſited mp 
friends and kinſemen, and pꝛauide faz 
all things ndefull lo? our wedding, 
fo2 J purpoſe fo make a great feaſt foz 
both our honours. Py Lo2d quoth ſhæ, 
J am readp to fulfill pour will. Then 
went ſhe fozth vnts the Caſtle, where- 
as ſhe was wozthelp receiued: and the 


Knight went vnto his lriends loz to bid 


U2 . ow 
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them fo the marriage. In the meane 
while came Poncianus the fpgant, to the 
knights caftle, and pꝛaped her that hee 
might ſpeake with her. Then came ſhe 
downe from the caſtle to him. This Ti⸗ 
rant ſubtillie flattered her, and ſaid.Gens 
tle loue if it pleaſe por to conſent to mee 
I ſhall giue peu both gold and ſiluer, 
and great riches, and J ſhall be pour 
ſeruant, and pe mp Soneraigne.Uhen 
the Woman heard this, full lightly ſy 
was decciued th2ongh his flattering lan⸗ 
guage, and granted him to be his wife, 
and toke him to her into the Caſtle. 

t was not long after but that this 
Anigbt came home and found the Cas 


file gate ſhut, and knocked thereat, but 


long if was cre he might haue anp ans 
lweare. And at the laſt the Moman 
came and demanded whp he knocked 
at the gate. Then ſayd her to her: O 
D&re Lady, why haſt ſhoufo ſons chans 
ged my loue⸗ let me come in. Nap ſarelp 
ſaid ſhe; thou ſhalt not come here, fo A 
haue herre with mie my Loac which I 
laued befoze. Remember quoth tbe 
n gaueſt me thy troth to be 
my 
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my Wife, and how J ſaued th from 
death, and il thou ponder not thy faith, 
behold mp wounds which J haue ſaf- 
fered in my body fo2 thy loue. And anon 
he vnclothed hjmſelfe naked all ſaue 
bis hoſen, that hee might ſhew his 
wounds openly. But he would not ſc& 
| them, noz ſpeake moze with him, but 
ſhunt faſf the gate and went her wap. 
And when the Knight ſaw this, he went 
to the Jaſfice and made his complaint 
to him, pꝛaping him to gine right wiſe 
Judgement on this Tpꝛant and this 
woman. 

Then the Judge called them befoze 
bim, t when they were come the Knight 
ſaid thus: Py Loz2dguoth he, I aſke the 
benefit of the law, which is this : 

Al a man reſcue a woman fromran(- 
ching. the reſcuor ſhall marry her if him 
liſt, and this woman delivered J from 
the hands of the ty2anf,therfoze J ought 
fo hane her to my wife : and further- 
moze lhe gane m her faith and troth 
to marry with me, and thereupon ſhe 
went to my Callle, and J baue bin at 
great coſt againſt our wedding, and 


* 
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therefoze as it \&meth me, ſhe is my 


wife by the law. Then ſayd the Judge 
to the Tpꝛant. Thou knoweſft well | 
that this Knight delivered her from thy 
hands, and fo2 her lone hath ſuffered ma. 


ny grienous wounds, and therfoze well 
thou wotteſt that cher is his wife by the 
law, if that him liſt. But after her deli. 
nerance with flatterring ſpeech thou haſt 


deceined her, therefoze I iudge the te 


be hanged. 

Chen ſaid the Judge fo the woman 
likewiſe. O woman, thou knowelt how 
this Knight ſaued thee from death, and 
thereupon thon betokeſt him thy faith 
and troth to he his wife, therefoze by 
two reaſons thou art his wife, firft by 
the law, and after by faith and froth. 
This notwithſtanding thon conſentedſt 
afterward fo the Tirant, + bꝛoughteſt 
him info the Knights Caffle, and chut - 
teſt the gate againſt the Knight, woul- 


deft not ſ& his wounds whichhe ſuffe- 


red fo2 thy lone, & therofoze J indge the 
to be hanged alſo. And ſo if was done, 
both the rauiſher and ſher that was ra- 

piſhed were condemned to the death, 


where | 
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wheretoze euerp man pꝛaiſed the Judge 
| foz his right wile Judgement. 


The Moral. 
This Emperour betokeneth the Fa- 


ther of Meauen, which oꝛdained foz a 


law, that if the Sonle of man werera- 
uiſhed from God, by ſinne, the lauer of 


| the Saule ſhould eſpouſe her, if him liſt. 


The woman that was raniſhed beto- 
kencth the ſoule of man, which was ra- 
niſhed by the ſin of our fozefather Adam 
and led out of Paradiſe info the foꝛreſt 
of this wzetched wozld by the Tyꝛant 
Poncianus, which betokeneth the Dinel,; 
and he not onely defiled her by leaſing 
of the heritage of heauen, but alſo he 
would flap her with enerlaſting paine. 
But the Boule cryed with an higb 
bopce, whoſe-crp,our Lo2d Jeſu Chꝛiſt 
heard. This cry was made when Adam 
cried alter the ople of mercy ; and the 
Patriarkes, and Pꝛophets cried foz re. 
medy, ſaping theſe wozdes: © than 
bigheſf in the Eaſt viſit thon vs, cc. 
be Knight: betokeneth our Koꝛzd Jeſu 
hit, which came from Meauen and 
4 fought. 
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fought with the Tyrant, that is the di 
nell, and both they were ſoze wonn- 
ded. Foz our Lod Jeſu Chziſt was 
wounded in the fleſh, and the Diuell 
mapmed in his kingdome, wherefoze 
the woman that is,tbe Sonle,gane her 
faith and truth vnto Chꝛiſt Jeſus, when 
ſhe became Chziſtian, ſaping theſe 
wozdes : A fozlake the dincll and all 
bis pꝛide, and beleenc in God the Father 
almightie. 

Chen oꝛdained our Lo2d Jeſu Chꝛiſt 
a marriage betwene him and her, with 
the two ſpeciall Sacraments of Bap⸗ 
tiſme and the Lozvs Supper, whereof 
map be made a ſtrong Caffell againſt 
the Diuell. Alſe our Lo2d commanded 
the ſoule to k&epe her till in the Caſtell 
of vertue, till he went to his friends ſoz 
fo pꝛouide that was needfull:thatis,onr 
Lo2d Jeſu Chzif aſcended to heauen fo 
pzepare fozher a dwelling place of ever- 
laſting iop, whereas we ſhonld dwell 
after the day of Judgement with onr 
d God in honour and glozy. 

But alas, in the meane time tame the 
diuell and beguiled the wzetched 2 

FER: | . 
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bp a deadly ſinne, and ſo he entred into 
the Caſtle of our heart, which ſhonld 
be the Caſtle of God. The Knight Jcſa 
knocked af the gate of our heart, accoz⸗ 
ding to the Scripture. Ecce ſto ad oſti- 
um & pulſo. oe J ſtand at the dwze 
and knock ik any man will open that 4 
map enter. But whereas the Diuell is, 
God doth not enter, except the ſinner wil 
receiue him bp repentance, which leeing 
our Lozd hanging bpon the Croffe,that 
we may ſee his blody wounds which 
be ſuffered fo2 bs that we ſinners ſhould 
be the rather mindefall of his loue. Foz 
from the crowne of his head vnto the 
ſoleof the feete, was left no whole place. 
Therefo:e ſaith the Pꝛophet Eſay. At- 
tendite, videte {& elt dolor, ſicut dolor 
meus, &c. Behold and lee, if any loꝛ · 
row be like to my loꝛrow. 

Zherefoze de is a w2etched man that 
Hill not be connerfed bnto his Lo2d 
God, but lpeth ſtül in deadly- ſinne, 
wberetoze whey he is called befo2e- the 
bigh Judge. hee ſhall be condemned fo 
everlaſting death. Therfoze ſtudy we to 
open the doze of our hearts with frnitfnl 

faith 
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faith vnto almighfp God, and then with 
ont doubt we (Hall obtaine enerlaſting 
life. Unto the which bzing bs dur Lozd 
Feſa Chꝛiſt, Amen. 


The Argument, 


The body and ſoule of Man being 
made (by Gods grace)the Temple of 
the holy Ghoſt, doc giue themſelues 
toſerue and pleaſe God in this life, 
and to loue God and their neighbours 
according to his lawes: and though 
the bodie by death ſuffer mortall af. 
fliction for a time, yet by faith, hope 

and charitieio Chriſt Tekus,both body 
and ſoule ſhall inherit life and ioy e- 
nerlaſting. | 


The 44. Hiſtoric. 


ILis read al a tertaine Romane Em⸗ 

perour, which erecting foz Himſelfe a 
godly monument oz Tombe, as the la- 
bozers digged in the ground of hispal- 
late they found a coffin of gold, bound 
about with thz& hopes, and bpon the- 

wpes 
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hopes was engrauen theſe wozds: I 
haue ſpent, I haue giuen. I haue kept. I 
haue had. I now haue, I haue loſt. I am 
puniſhed, That which I ſpent I had. 
That which Igaue, I have, When the 
Emperour ſaw this, he called together 
his nobles x ſtates, and laid bnfo them, 
mp Loꝛds, go and conſider among pour 
ſelues, what this ſuperſcription meas 
neth : vnto which Emperour ſhoztly 
after they returned this anſwer, ſaping, 
the meaning of this inſcription is no o- 
therwiſe but this: there was a certaine 
Emperour pour pzedeceſſoz which deſts 
red fo leaue behinde him an example fg 
others, that thep might follow bim in 
god life a conuerſation, viz. I have ſpent, 
my life in indgeing others righteovuflp,ex 
gouerning mp ſelle acco2ding to the rule 
of reaſon. haue ginen, tu my ſouldiers 
thing neceſſarp : bnto the poze mainte« 
nance and linuing:e fo euerpone as to my 
ſelfe,acco2ding their deſerfs.] haue kept, 
in all my wozks righteonſnes, mercy ta 
them that n&de it, and to wozkmen 
. their wozthy wages. I haue had, a liberal 
ma conſtant hart, to enery one — 
erued 
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ſerued me, J haue given riches in their 


neceſſitie,and loning fauour at all time. 


I have,a hand fo tame and ſubdue ene⸗ 
mies, to p2ofcct and defend friends and 
to puniſh Offenders, I haue loſt. fatiſh- 
neſſe, the friendſhip of enemies, and 

the luſt az laſciuiouſneſſe of the fleſh. I 
am puniſhed, now bp death becanſe 2 
beleene not as J onght to haue done in 
one God eternall. I am puniſhed J ſap, 
alas, becauſe J cannot redeeme mp 
ſelle, but by the merits of Chꝛiſt Jeſus 
the ſauiour of the woꝛld. When the Em 
pero afozeſaid heard theſe meanings, 
_ ofthe inſcriptions befoze interpzeted on 

this manner, and how long that decea- 
fed Emperoar had lived, be therebp go- 
nerned him ſelfe and his (nbiexs moze 
pꝛouidently, and ended his life in Gods 
peace, with much honour. 


The Moral). 

Deere friends this Emperour May 
be called every god Chꝛiſtian man 92 
woman, which oug bt and is bannd 1 
erect and reedifle a Tombe, that ix, bis 


pe vnto God, that he may 
perfozme 
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perfozme his will aboue all things: And 
fo diggeth in the ground of His heart, 
by contrition and ſozrowfull repentance 
fo2 his ſinnes, and ſo ſhall he finde a 
a golden cofin, that is, a body dead to 
ſinne,but his ſonle garniſhed with ver- 
tues by Gods grace ſo graunting the 
ſame, and bound about with thzee gol⸗ 
den hopes. viz. with Faith, Pope and 
Charitie, What then was ingrauen in 
the ſame thzce hopes - Firſt , I baue 
ſpent:where it map beaſked, what halt 
thou ſpent - The god Chziſtian anſwe- 
red. my body and ſoule in the ſeruice of 
God: if any of pau beſto m his tempozal 
life ſo, he ſhall be aſſared of a great res 
ward, euen of life euerlaſting. The ſe· 
cond inſcription is, I haue kept, what 
baſt thou kept: the god Chꝛiſtian ans 
ſwercth,a contrite and humble hart, and 
pꝛepared bnto God, to doe what ſo ener 
bis god pleaſure was. Che third inſcrip- 
tion is, I baue given, what haſt thou 
given 2 The god Ch2iltian anſwereth : 
Lone vnts God with all my heart, with 
all my ſonle, and with all my minde, 
and lone bnto mp neighbour accozding 
fo 
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to the commandement of God, The 
fonrth inſcription is, I haue had, what 
haſf thon bad : the god Chiiltian an- 
ſwereth and ſaith, ſarely a wetched 
life, becauſe J was concetaed in ſinne 
and bozne in iniquitie, and was alſo 
fozmed of vile and baſe matter. Fiftly, 
what is that inſcription 1 haue? The 
god Chꝛiſtian anſwereth, my bapfiſme, 
and thereby am made the ſouldiour 
of Chꝛiſt, by vertues which God gane 
me in my Baptiſme, where bete J 
was the bondſlaue of Dathan. Sixtly,. 
what is that inſcription, I haue loft? To 
this anſwereth the god chꝛiſtian, ſurele 
the faugur of God, by mine owne de. 
ſerts, pet all the ſinnes which J haue 
committed againſt God J haus by re- 
pentince cozrected amended, becauſe 
repentance is one meane, but Chꝛiſts 
merits chiefly and ſpecially cleanſeth vs 
from all ſinne. Seauenthly, what is that 
inſcription, 1am puniſhed ? The god 
Cbꝛiſtian anſwereth and ſaith, becauſe 
A am afflicted by death fo2 the offences 
and ſinnes in my life time, ECightly, 


what is that 2 I haue ſpon 
that 
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-be that which I had? To this anſwere 
0 at {he god Chꝛiſtian, ſaping: I have beſlo⸗ 
m. weed mp life time here in the wozkes of 
ed mercp, by the grace which J recetues of 
ne my Lo2d Jeſus Chzilt. Ninthlp, what 

is that inſcription, chat which I gaue,T . 
ly haue? Surelp in all mp tempozall lite 
be " Foane all mp counſaile, whole aſſenf, 
) and will which 4 had fo be the ſeruant 
God, and now it is the god will and 
pleaſare of God, that J ſhall remaine 
I with him in the iopes of euerlaſting 
p. life in heauen, vnto the which Je- 

g ſus Chꝛiſt our Sautour 
bzing vs all. 
Amen. 


